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HEADTEACHER'S MESSAGE

Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been a pleasure to welcome back all our students and staff as we embrace the opportunities of a new academic year. Our
first year-group assemblies began with the sharing of developments on our site over the summer. Students were delighted to
hear of our investment in their main washroom facilities - one student commented, “they are like hotel toilets sir". | have been
particularly impressed with how well our students have resumed into the routine of college life. Uniform has been excellent, and
students are focused and ready to learn.

All students in Year 7-11 will be receiving new plastic card-sized timetables on Monday. These must always be attached to their
blue lanyards, as this is part of our uniform. Any lost lanyards should be replaced for a small fee of £1 - this can be handed to the
relevant Head of Year or Pastoral Leader.

Following another successful year of examinations, | am delighted to share that the college continues to make progress in
performance both at KS4 and KS5, with increasing numbers of 6th Formers achieving first-choice universities. A huge thank you
to everyone for their efforts last year. It is through this collective hard work and dedication to our students that we have made
such improvements.

Our annual open evening will take place on Thursday 2nd October. This year, the event will be for prospective Year 7 and Year 12
admissions. This is an important and prestigious event, where we look forward to showcasing all the college has to offer to
prospective families. | would appreciate it if you could ‘spread the word’ in the community, as we do our very best to share the
brilliance of St Joseph’s College with the wider community. Further details are on our website. Several students will be involved in
representing the college on the night as tour guides or in departments. Please ensure that you complete the consent section via
the letter, which will be sent out next week. Consequently, we will close to students at 12.45pm on Thursday 2nd October, and re-
open at 9.00am for a 9.25am start on Friday 3rd October.

Consistent partnership with families is crucial to achieving excellence for every individual. As we begin a new year together, one
of my greatest wishes is that every student will benefit from a positive and productive collaboration between home and college.

St Joseph'’s College Mission:

To inspire the minds of all generations through education, with fearless faith. As a united community we demonstrate our Lasallian
values of faith, service, and respect.

Best wishes for the year ahead,

Mr G Mantillas



FROM THE GOVERNING BOARD  MRSCHORSMAN

Welcome back to all who have returned to St Joseph’s College and a special welcome to
all those in Year 7, and to those in our Sixth Form who have joined us this year. You are
most welcome, and we look forward to your engagement with all that St Joseph’s has to
offer.

May | introduce the Governing Board of St Joseph's College. We are made up of a group
of volunteers who have strategic oversight of all aspects of the College. We meet
regularly to review, explore, and discuss many aspects of the College and take decisions
to ensure the College continues to grow from strength to strength. The Governing Board
is comprised of Foundation Governors, who are appointed by the De La Salle Brothers,
the co-headteachers, staff governors, parent governors and co-opted governors. Our
background covers a broad skill base in education, law, finance, estate, among others.
Some governors are former students at the College. We are supported in our work by a
Governance professional. Being a College governor is an amazing role and a wonderful
way to contribute to the College community. Students can make an important
contribution to the governance of the College. We are here to listen to your thoughts and
ideas, so you may see us coming around the College from time to time, please do come
and say hello.

The month of September is dedicated to the Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
The sorrows relate to the words of Simeon (Lk 2:34-35) when Jesus is presented in the
Temple, the flight to Egypt (Mt 2:13-15) when the family became refugees escaping
Herod's anger. When Jesus stays behind in Jerusalem and Mary and Joseph search for
him, (Lk 2:43-45). At the saddest time of her life, when Jesus is carrying his cross to
Golgotha (Jn 19:17) and at his crucifixion, (Jn 19:18-30) After Jesus dies and is taken from
the cross, his Blessed Mother cradles him, and then watches where he is laid in the
tomb. (Jn 19:39-42) As parents and carers we can identify with the many concerns we
have as they strive to bring up their children and young people. Let us ask our Blessed
Lady to pray with us and for us.

St Joseph’s College has a tremendous history in this country, dating back to 1855, when it
was founded in Clapham. The College is an amazing place to work and to study; it is a
place where everyone can strive to be the best they can be, to grow in faith, whatever
that may be and it is a real joy for us, as the Governing Board, to play a part in this.

God bless you all on your journey through life at St Joseph'’s College.

S. C. Horsman
Chair of the Governing Board



CHAPLAINCY UPDATE Ms M BOGUI

Welcome back to a new academic year! Together—as staff, students, parents, and families—we
form one Lasallian family of faith. We draw inspiration from St John Baptist de La Salle, our
patron, who reminds us that the greatest miracles are those that touch the heart through love
and witness.

As we begin this academic year, let us walk in his footsteps — serving with love, supporting one
another, and seeking Christ in all that we do.

Our Mission Statement

"To inspire the minds of all generations through education, with fearless faith. As a united
community, we demonstrate our Lasallian values of faith, service, and respect.”

Chaplaincy Opportunities

e Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Every third Wednesday of the month - 2:45 pm - 3:05 pm
All are welcome for quiet time, prayer, and renewal in the presence of Christ.

e Liturgy of the Word

Every last Wednesday of the month - 7:50 am - 8:05 am
Join us in gathering around the Word of God before the school day begins.

e Student Chaplaincy Group
Parents, we invite you to encourage your child to join the Student Chaplaincy group!

It's a wonderful opportunity for them to grow in faith, share their ideas, and help shape the
spiritual life of our school. Together, they can make a real difference in our community. Thank
you for your support!

First Millennial Saint—A Beacon for Today’s Youth

Carlo Acutis became the Catholic Church’s first millennial saint, canonized by Pope Leo XIV at St.
Peter's Square before a crowd of tens of thousands. Known affectionately as “God’s Influencer,”
his life resonates deeply with young people navigating digital spaces with faith. He proves that
holiness is accessible—even in sneakers and jeans. Born in London in 1991, he used his talent for
coding and web design to share his deep love for the Eucharist, creating a famous site
cataloguing Eucharistic miracles worldwide. His life shows how faith and technology can join
together in a modern witness to the Gospel.

Together, may this year be one where our faith shines boldly through all we teach, learn, and

serve. May Saint Carlo Acutis inspire our students to use their gifts—with fearless faith—to make
a difference in the world.



LASALLIAN THEME 2025-2026 MR T ARTHUR

Dear Parents and Carers,

We are pleased to share the Lasallian Theme for
this year:

“All is Connected: The Community of
Creation and Universal Fraternity.”

This reflection focuses on "integral ecology",
which means understanding that caring for :
people and caring for the environment are “We are faced not with two separate
connected. As Pope Francis explained, when we @ IEEEE LNV E I ERLE L BRE T
harm the planet, we are harming the poorest § other social, but rather with one

d | ble fi Kewi . complex crisis which is both social
an most' vulnerable |r.st. Li ewise, socia and environment i
proplems like poverty or inequality can make Pope Francis “Laudto 51 (24 May 2015
environmental problems worse. People shape = A
the environment, and the environment shapes
people.

We can see how “all is connected” in everyday life. In schools, recycling or energy-saving projects
help the environment and also teach students responsibility, teamwork, and care for others. A
simple, "thank you", or "how's your day?" Can help both student and staff feel welcome and
belong. At home, simple actions like reducing food waste, sharing chores, or helping a
neighbour show children how our choices affect both people and the planet.

As families, this reflection is an opportunity to pause and think about small ways we can make a
difference together. Simple actions—Ilike recycling, supporting fair trade, or helping those in
need—can all contribute to a fairer, kinder, and more sustainable world. By noticing how
everything is connected, we can help the children understand their role in caring for others and
the world around them, at the same time.
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CAFOD FUNDRAISING MR T ARTHUR

The College was humbled to receive a thank you note from CAFOD in recognition of our
fundraising efforts during the last academic year. We are delighted to share that, through
collections across the academic year, we raised nearly £900 - the highest amount we have ever
raised as a College.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all parents and carers for their generosity and support.
CAFOD, as part of the Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC), runs vital projects in South
America, East Africa, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, as well as in Ukraine and Gaza. Your donations
will go directly towards helping those most in need in these regions.

Our fundraising efforts this year, will include: Macmillan Coffee Morning (for Sixth Form only) at
the end of this month, The Royal British Legion (Poppy Appeal) in October and November,
Trussell Trust Foodbank during Advent and CAFOD during Lent.

Thank you once again for your kindness and commitment to supporting others.

CAF Catholic Agency for
Overseas Development

St Joseph's College

has raised the sum of

£896.00

to help people build a brighter
future through CAFOD's projects

around the world

Your fundraising will help children like Messi in Liberia live their lives to the full and flourish.



SCHOOL NEWS

Experimenting in Science

7X1 were off to a bit of a messy start
learning about Non-Newtonian fluids and
how their behaviour is related to the
particle model. It was so much fun seeing
Science working in real life. This cornflour
and water mixture acts like a solid under
pressure (pushed between your hands)
but a liquid if no pressure is applied. One
you can try at home!

Getting stuck in Try it at home!

Exploring the Chapel

This week, as part of the "Lasallian Family"
module in RE, Year 7s spent time examining
our school chapel and labelling important
features of a church. As always, some of the
most popular features included the beautiful
stained-glass window as well as the relic of St
John Baptiste de la Salle encased near the
altar!

Discovering our beautiful Chapel

PE News

Spare Sports Kit Donations

We are kindly asking for donations of any spare sports clothing and footwear to help us build a
stock of kit. This will ensure that all students, including those who may forget their PE kit, can still
take part in lessons. Participation in physical education is vital for health, confidence, and
teamwork, and we want to make sure no child misses out. Any contributions, big or small, will be
greatly appreciated.

Year 7 Trials
We are also delighted to share the fantastic success of our Year 7 football trials. The enthusiasm
and talent on display were outstanding, and we are proud to announce that several of our

players have been selected to represent Croydon District U12 a brilliant achievement for both
the students and our school community.



SAFEGUARDING AT S]C

At St Joseph's College, safeguarding and child protection is paramount and we are fully
committed to ensuring the welfare and safety of all our students in line with our Catholic and
Lasallian values. These form the basis of the ethos of the whole school and in everything that we
do.

The members of the Safeguarding Team are:

Ms Mcintyre - Designated Safeguarding Lead

Ms Ellis - Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Ms Keightley - Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mr Mantillas, Mr Nelson, Mrs Arthur, Ms Naseem, Ms Da Costa, Ms Diamond, Mr Delaney, Mrs
Walters, Mr Theophilou

If you have any concerns, please email us at the following address: safeguarding@sjc.ac during
school hours, 7am - 6pm Monday to Friday

SJC Safeguarding during weekends and holidays:

Holidays and Weekends - Feel free to contact the email above however if it is and emergency call
999 or

Childline - 0800 1111

NSPCC - 0808 800 5000

or Local Social Service Child Protection Referrals

Local Social Service Child Protection Referrals

Croydon - https://www.croydon.gov.uk/children-young-people-and-families
Lambeth - https://beta.lambeth.gov.uk/children-young-people-families
Lewisham - https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/children-and-families
Merton - https://www.merton.gov.uk/social-care

Southwark - https://www.southwark.gov.uk/allservices

Wandsworth - https://www.wandsworth.gov.uk/community-safety

Bromley - https://www.bromley.gov.uk/children-families

Spotlight on Safeguarding

We will be continuing with our SPOTLIGHT ON SAFEGUARDING supplement. Each month there
will be a new edition which will include guidance and support regarding safeguarding and online
safety issues.

All parents should have now received an email outlining our safeguarding procedures in more
detail. The email includes a letter and supplementary
materials.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any safeguarding concerns. Together we can
work together to keep our young people safe.
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ATTENDANCE

REPORT YOUR CHILD’S
ABSENCE BEFORE 8AM

07030 [ 08:00

ABSENCE MESSAGES AND CALLS ARE RETRIEVED BETWEEN 7:30 AM AND
8:00 AM. MESSAGES LEFT AFTER 8:00 AM MAY NOT BE PROCESSED IN
TIME, SO YOU MIGHT STILL RECEIVE AN ABSENCE ALERT.

THE 2 BEST WAYS TO REPORT YOUR CHILD’S ABSENCE ARE ....

THE MYED APP EMAIL
UNDER REPORT ATTENDANCE@SJC.AC
ABSENCE

To streamline our processes, we encourage parents and guardians to
report absences via email or the text system available through our
app. These methods are quicker and ensure accurate recording.

If you need to speak to someone directly, you may call 020 87611426
and choose option 1. However, please note that calls may go through to
voicemail. If leaving a voicemail, ensure you:

» Clearly state your child’s name and form.
» Provide a valid reason for their absence, including any symptoms (if
applicable).

While phone calls are an option, using the text or email system helps us
process absences more efficiently.

Thank you for your cooperation!




COMMUNITY LANGUAGES CLUB

Community "™
““Languages Club

Prepare for Your (.-
Additional Language

Are you planning to take an extra
language for your GCSEs? Our Community

Languages Club is here to support you!

Why
Join?

What We
Offer:

-Past Papers / Exam Practice ||%x
-Test Format Guidance
-Support & Resources -Get support
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When and where?
| ? LsuU (SEN Department)
D Thursday 3:00 - 4:00 pm

For more information, contact Ms. Lopez or Mr. Barnett

-Boost your confidence

-Learn exam strategies




2025 - 2026 CALENDAR
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ST Joseph's College
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Autumn Term 2025

INSET DAY

1st Day of Autumn Term

October Half Term

Back to School

Last Day of Autumn Term

Spring Term 2026

Ethos Day & Wellbeing

1st Day of Spring Term

February Half Term

Back to School

Last Day of Spring Term

Summer Term 2026

1st Day of Summer Term
Early May Bank Holiday

Spring Bank Holiday
May Half Term

Back to School

Last Day of Summer Term

Term Dates 2025 - 2026

Monday 1st September 2025

Tuesday 2nd September 2025

Wednesday 22" — Friday 31st October 2025

Monday 3rd November 2025

Friday 19th December 2025

Monday 5th January 2026

Tuesday 6th January 2026

Monday 16" — Friday 20th February 2026

Monday 23rd February 2026

Friday 27th March 2026

Monday 13th April 2026
Monday 4th May 2026

Monday 25th May 2026
Tuesday 26th — Friday 29th May 2026

Monday 1st June 2026

Friday 17th July 2026

Closed to students

Late start for students

Christmas Holiday

Closed to students

Easter Break
Good Friday 3rd April
Easter Monday 6th April

Closed

Closed

Summer Holiday




READING BOOSTER EVENT MS E STEVENSON

Invitation: SJC reading booster event, Main Hall, 6-
7pm, 29" September 2025

SJC is running its annual reading booster event for the RE D

parents and carers of students in Years 7, 8 and 9 at 6pm
on the 29th September and you are warmly invited to E
attend! We will share ways to encourage your child to

read, including free resources on the internet such as '
useful websites, audio books and other ideas! Please do

feel free to bring the family and refreshments will be
provided. Parking is available on the school site.

Confident reading leads to higher GCSE grades and we are working to provide opportunities
for the boys to read at school regularly. We really believe that when parents, carers and
teachers work together this has a huge impact on students’ outcomes, and we hope that the
SJC reading booster event will provide examples of how we can improve your son's reading
even more.

On the evening, we will deliver guidance on helping your
child's reading at home, offer a tour of the College library,
run a book swap and provide a family reading area. To take
part in the book swap, please just come with a book that you
would like to exchange and then pick up a different book to
read and take home!

We hope to see you on the evening of the 29th. Please scan
the QR code to confirm attendance and do let me know if you
would like any further information at all.

Ms Stevenson, SJC Literacy Lead, estevenson@sjc.ac

UPCOMING DATES

Tuesday 16th September - Strive for Success (KS4 and 5)
Tuesday 23rd September - Meet the tutors (virtual)

Monday 29th September - Parent Literacy Evening

0 o
Thursday 2nd October (early finish) - Open Evening €S INTRER
Late start Friday 3rd October
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