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St Joseph’s College Knowledge Organisers
Why do we have knowledge organisers?
Your knowledge organisers help you to be successful in many ways. Firstly, they make clear the key elements needed in a 
topic to have an excellent understanding of it. If you know these elements, your teacher will help you to understand them.

What are my teachers’ expectations of me?
In year 7 and 8 your teachers will give you homework based on your Knowledge Organiser. This means you will be spending 
time learning information from your Knowledge Organiser at home. Teachers will test you once a week to make sure that you 
are completing the homework and you are able to recall the information on the Knowledge Organiser. Your Knowledge 
Organiser exercise book is where you will complete your homework. It should show evidence of you practicing recalling the 
information on the Knowledge Organiser. Each time you complete your homework in the book, you should put the subject as 
the title and clearly write the date completed. Once complete put a ruler to show the end of the homework. Teachers and form 
tutors will be regularly checking that you are completing this homework.  For some subjects you may be required to complete 
online questions such as Spark Maths to demonstrate your recall practicing. Knowledge Organisers must be brought to school 
everyday.

How will my teachers use them?
Each core subject will set homework once a week that will help you to learn your knowledge organiser. They will also test you
once a week on certain parts to see how well you have remembered it. Research tells us that this recall practising is a really 
good way of helping you make sure that the knowledge stays in your memory. Over time you will build on this knowledge to 
make sure that you know everything you need to for your subject. Sometimes you may have high stakes quizzes, where 
teachers will set a certain score that you have to reach to be successful. 

How will they help me revise?
When it comes to GCSEs, you have lots of information to remember. Your Knowledge Organisers will gradually build up this 
knowledge over 5 years to help support you in year 11 so that when you revise, you are just recalling knowledge that you have
already stored. Also, you will have practised lots of revision techniques whilst using your knowledge organisers over the past 5
years, which will help prepare you for the final exams.



Using a Knowledge Organiser Guide -
for Parents and Carers

What is a knowledge organiser?
A knowledge organiser contains all the important information from a particular topic, summarised in just a few pages. It includes key words, 
important facts, diagrams, methods and skills relating to the topic.

Why is it useful?
A knowledge organiser helps students to organise the content they need to learn. This makes it easier for them to remember the information 
and access the facts from their memory when they need to answer an exam question.

How can it be used?
The more memories are used, the stronger the memory becomes and the easier it is to access. For students, this means regular practice at 
retrieving the facts they have learnt and using them in a variety of ways. They could play games with the information, explain the facts to 
someone, apply the information to a new situation or organise the knowledge organiser into a different format.

How can I help?
The knowledge organiser contains all the facts needed to test someone on the content from a topic. This is great because it means you can 
help someone revise content even if you haven’t  studied it yourself!
- You could ask your child some questions on the content, for example the definition of a few key words, or challenge them to 
draw a diagram from memory. Testing their knowledge with one or two questions a day can make a big difference to how much 
information they remember. Perhaps it could become part of the after dinner or breakfast routine.
- You could prompt your child to turn some of the information on the knowledge organiser into a different format; a word list could become 
flashcards, facts could be transformed into a mind map to show links between ideas, information could become a song, story or comic strip, 
a diagram could become a poster, a collage or a model.
- You could ask your child to teach you about something on the knowledge organiser. Having to explain information to someone 
else, and answer their questions about it, is a great way to reinforce their knowledge and identify areas they need to go back and 
revise again.
- You could suggest turning the information into a multiple-choice quiz, either on paper or using a website. This task requires them to 
process the information to write questions and come up with correct and incorrect answers. You could then use it to test their knowledge or 
to host a quiz with family or friends, either at home or online.



Top tips for learning and revising the 
information in your  knowledge organiser

Check the website for more subject specific revision information Flashcards 

Mind maps 

Quotes 

Time lines 

Online flashcards 

Mnemonics



St Joseph’s College Art Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

This term we will be exploring portraits & key principles of Art & Design. 

Identity - Portraiture

Keywords:
Portrait
Contrast
Shape
Proportion
Structure
Texture
Tone
Form
Composition
Observation
Balance
Colour
Detail
Collage
Blending
Shade
Oil pastel
Symmetry
Profile
Background 
Mid-ground
Foreground
Composition

AO1 Developing idea-Thought shower, artist research 
AO2 Using Resources- testing out ideas/media
AO3 Recording ideas-photos and drawings
AO4 Making a personal response- final ideas

PROPORTION

FEATURES

DISTORTION

Grid Technique

David Hockney

Frida Kahlo

Luke Dixon

Nikki Farquharson

Jean Michel Basquiat

Jenny Saville 
Pablo Picasso 

Alexander Calder



St Joseph’s College Art Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

This term we will be exploring portraits & key principles of Art & Design. 

Identity - Portraiture

Cold Questions.
What is proportion of the face?
Where are your eyes on the face?
Where are the ears positioned on 
the head?
What is the coloured bit in the 
eye?
What do you notice about your 
skin?
What is the black circle in the 
eye/what is its purpose?
How many eyelashes do you think 
you have?
Where would you position the hair 
line on your portrait?
Describe pop art in 5 words?
Describe Manga art?
What is distortion?
How can you make the portrait look 
real?
How does Catherine Campbell do 
her work?
What can you use a grid for? 

HOT QUESTIONS.

How could shading make your portrait better? Discuss with a 
partner where you think the lighter and darker tones are.

Discuss what the main differences are between pop art portraits 
and Manga portraits, how do they differ from realistic work?

Why do you think portrait paintings have been so important in art 
history? Which ones do you already know?

JOHANNES VERMEER (1632-1675)
Girl with the Pearl Earring, 1665 (oil on canvas)
Describe this piece in detail to your partner. Think of colours, 
tones, shapes.
How has Vermeer used tone in this piece to create depth? What do 
you think this girl is thinking? What sort of mood is the artist trying 
to create?

Andy Warhol (1928-1987) was a key
figure in Pop Art, an art movement
that emerged in America and 
Elsewhere in the 1950s to become
prominent over the next two decades.

Apply the same questions above
to this Paintings. 
Which portrait do you prefer?



St Joseph’s College Drama Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

In this topic we will be learning about Epic Theatre Techniques

Autumn Term : Epic Theatre

Tasks:

1: Try and write a 
one page script of 
a ‘Brechtian’ play.

2: Create a 
revision poster on 
Brechtian 
techniques

3: Create a poster 
for your 
Brechtian play

The alienation affect/The ‘V’ effect- Many people speak of alienating the audience 
(making them separate from the action) but verfremdungseffekt actually translates 
more closely to ‘distancing.’ However, it’s still often called the alienation effect or is 
shortened to the ‘v’ effect and there are many ways of using it.

Brecht definitely wanted his audience to remain interested and engaged by the drama 
otherwise his message would be lost. It was emotional investment in the characters 
he aimed to avoid.

His approach to theatre suits work which has a political, social or moral message. 
Perhaps you want the audience to consider the meaning in a parable (a story with a 
wider moral message). You might want to explore a theme or issue and make your 
audience consider varying viewpoints or sides to an argument. If so you can learn a lot 
from the distancing devices used in Brechtian theatre.

Gestus- Gestus, another Brechtian technique, is 
a clear character gesture or movement used by 
the actor that captures a moment or attitude 
rather than delving into emotion. So every 
gesture was important. Brecht and his actors 
studied photographs of the plays in rehearsal to 
ensure each moment worked effectively. Could 
the audience tell by the actor’s gestures alone 
what was happening in the scene?
Brecht didn’t want the actors to be the 
character onstage, only to show them as a type 
of person.

Gestus is also a gesture with a social comment. 
For example, a soldier saluting as he marches 
across a stage is a gesture. But if he was 
saluting as he marched over a stage strewn with 
dead bodies, it would be a social comment about 
the type of person he represents.

Song, Dance and music- This is a good way to 
ensure that the audience pay attention but are 
reminded of the fact they are watching a play. 
Often in Brechtian theatre the style of the 
music and the lyrics jar, they don’t seem to fit 
together in style. This distances the audience 
further.

Breaking the 4th wall- Epic theatre (Brechtian theatre) breaks the fourth wall, the imaginary wall between 
the actors and audience which keeps them as observers. They are active members of the theatrical 
experience as they are kept thinking throughout, not switching off. 

Coming out of role / third person narration- Commenting upon a character as an actor is a clear way of 
reminding the audience of theatricality. For example, midway through a heightened scene the action might 
break for the actor to comment upon their character in the third person, ‘Darius felt his anger rise. He 
wasn’t being listened to and wanted revenge’, before returning to the scene.

Speaking the stage directions- This device was used by Brecht more frequently in rehearsal than 
performance. It helps distance the actor from the character they’re playing. It also reminds the audience 
that they’re watching a play and forces them to study the actions of a character in objective detail.

Direct address-Speaking directly to the audience breaks the fourth wall and destroys any illusion of 
reality. 

Using placards- A placard is a sign or additional piece of written information presented onstage. Using 
placards might be as simple as holding up a card or banner. Multimedia or a PowerPoint slideshow can also be 
used for this effect.

Chorus- We studied chorus in year 7, Brecht 
used it too. A group of people doing the same 
thing at the same time is a great way to alienate 
the audience and make a message clear.



St Joseph’s College Drama Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

In this topic we will be improving our devising skills.

Spring Term: Devised Theatre Project

Tasks:
For each lesson we have 
write a diary entry explaining 
what your group has done.

Development and Collaboration- Make sure you  consider the following: 
Can performers be heard? Are they projecting, not shouting? Do the 
performers speak clearly, ie using diction? Can you understand what they 
are saying from the back row of the audience? Have performers used 
vocal techniques to communicate their character, eg accent, pace and 
pitch? Have performers included pauses or dramatic silences to 
communicate meaning?

Have performers included gestures and movement that are appropriate to 
their characters? Do the performers use facial expressions to convey 
emotions? Are the chosen movements precise and controlled? Have the 
performers considered how their characters will stand, using both their 
posture and their stance? Have the performers included any mannerisms? 
Often, these aspects can be very subtle, only noticeable during moments 
when the characters are stressed or worried, for example.

Initial responses- From the very start of the process, ideas should be tried out 
practically. For example:

• create six tableaux immediately - this could lead to other ideas.

• write spontaneously for two minutes in response to the starting point

• share ideas

• improvise a two-minute scene without thinking or planning - this could generate new 
ideas

• set tasks

• research the topic - get images, facts, statistics, interviews, etc

• explore real-life events and use spoken or written stories from people - this may lift 
practical work to a higher standard

Choosing a stimulus- There are a wide range of stimuli to 
choose from, from which a devised work can be created. These 
include: pictures, poems, music, articles, artefacts, paintings.

It is important to allow a limited time frame to discuss 
responses to the starting point or stimulus. Ask:
• Who are the target audience?
• What should be said to them?
• What should be shown to them?
• How should they feel by the end of the drama?

Character Checks
• Has each performer created a clear character for the audience? This 

process is called characterisation.

• Have all performers practised staying in character throughout?

• Are they all completely focused?

• Do performers have clear aims for what they would like to communicate to 
the audience about their character?

• How does each performer’s character change or develop as the performance 
progresses?

• How do the characters respond to others around them?



St Joseph’s College Drama Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

In this topic we will be learning how to perform naturalistically.

Spring Term: Naturalism

Tasks:

1: write one page 
of a “naturalistic” 
script,

2: Pick one 
character from 
that script and 
action their lines.

3: Break that 
characters lines 
into units. 

Naturalism-

Naturalism is a 
movement in 
European drama 
and theatre that 
developed in the 
late 19th and 
early 20th 
centuries. It 
refers to theatre 
that attempts to 
create ‘reality’ on 
stage through a 
range of 
dramatic and 
theatrical 
strategies.

Actioning (using actions)-

Actions are referred to as how 
the character is going to say or 
do something. More specifically, 
it as an objective for each line. 
Actions are how a character is 
going to achieve their objective. 
For example, a line in the script 
may read, ‘(whilst on the phone) 
“Hello, Sally. It’s Bill from next 
door. You wouldn’t happen to 
have any spare tea bags, would 
you? I know how well-organized 
you are.” The Action for this 
line may be ‘to flatter’ in order 
to achieve the Objective of 
collecting the tea bags. Actions 
will be different for every 
single actor based on their 
character choices.

Super-objectives-

A super-objective, 
focuses on the entire 
play as a whole. A super-
objective can direct and 
connect an actor’s 
choice of objectives 
from scene to scene. 
The super-objective 
serves as the final goal 
that a character wishes 
to achieve within the 
script.

Units and objectives-

The objective is a goal that a character 
wants to achieve. This is often worded in 
a question form as “What do I want?” An 
objective should be action-oriented, as 
opposed to an internal goal, in order to 
encourage character interaction onstage. 
The objective does not necessarily have 
to be achieved by the character and can 
be as simple as the script permits. For 
example, an objective for a particular 
character may simply be ‘to pour a mug 
of tea.’ For each scene, the actor must 
discover the character’s objective. Every 
objective is different for each actor 
involved because they are based on the 
characters of the script.

You can break moments where your 
characters objective is different into 
units.

Affective Memory-
.
Affective memory was an 
early element of 
Stanislavski's 'system' and a 
central part of method 
acting. Affective memory 
requires actors to call on the 
memory of details from a 
similar situation (or more 
recently a situation with 
similar emotions) and import 
those feelings to those of 
their characters. 
Stanislavski believed actors 
needed to take emotion and 
personality to the stage and 
call upon it when playing 
their character



St Joseph’s College Drama Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

In this topic we will be improving our skills at performing scripts.

Spring Term: Script project

Tasks:

1. Attempt listening to 
your script.

2. Write down the cues 
for your script.

3. Try a line run with 
someone at home.

Choosing a script- When 
you pick your script you need 
think about what roles you 
perform best. You also need 
to think about what genre 
and style you would like to 
perform for this project.

Context-The background to 
a play is called its context, 
and this includes when and 
where the play is set. It is 
important to understand the 
context of a play, eg what 
would have been happening in 
that place and time. Knowing 
a play’s context will influence 
the choices made in acting, 
costume and set design and 
as such how the play is 
brought to life on stage.

Consider your target audience-

What age group is your 
audience?

What values do your audience 
have?

What does your audience 
typically find entertaining?

Good Rehearsal- Learning a script can be challenging, 
especially in early rehearsals, but there are ways of making 
the lines easier to remember. By experimenting with 
different methods of learning lines, a performer can select 
the techniques that they find most suitable for them.

Line run - Line runs focus on simply running through the 
lines, without any acting, to help performers to practice 
and remember their lines. This process can assist the 
technical and design teams, as well as performers. It will 
identify if performers are engaged and ‘acting’ at all times, 
reacting to each other’s lines as opposed to just waiting for 
their own.

Listening to a script - Some performers prefer to record 
their own voices speaking the lines and then listen back to 
it. Others will record other characters’ lines and leave 
spaces or pauses where their own lines would be, so they 
can practise remembering their own part.

Reading or writing - Some performers prefer to write out 
or speak their lines repeatedly. This process of repetition 
helps them to learn their lines as a grounding before they 
add movement.

Cues- When learning a script, it is important for a 
performer to also learn their cues. For example, a 
character’s first line may follow a lighting change at the 
start of the play and even if they are on stage prior to the 
lighting change they must not speak until they have seen or 
heard their cue. Performers also need to respond or react 
to others on stage, and considering how a character might 
react to the lines or actions of others in the play is very 
useful.

Deciding a dramatic intention- The aim of performing is to 
ensure that the playwright’s intentions can be communicated to 
an audience. Knowing what these intentions are will help a 
performer choose how to perform. It is a performer’s job to 
interpret and perform a character as appropriate to the 
demands of the performance. The way the actor sets out to do 
this is their dramatic intention.



St Joseph’s College Drama Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

In this topic we will be learning about Artaudian Theatre Techniques

Summer Term: Artaudian Theatre

Tasks:

1: Create an Artaudian script.

2: Create a poster for your play.

3: Create a diary entry explaining 
one of your Artaudian rehearsals.

Rituals- “Artaud believed in the function of 
theatre to unite his audience in 
the ritual of common affirmation. For 
shaping his ideas, he sought a new 
communion, a new sign- system and a new 
priesthood in the theatre. This communion 
element in Artaud's theatre was at the 
core of his belief”. In short, Artaud was 
interested in things like ancient rituals 
because they are shared experiences that 
go beyond a story and create a different 
type of experience for participants.

Balinese Dancers-Balinese dance is an 
ancient dance tradition that is part of the 
religious and artistic expression among the 
Balinese people of Bali island, Indonesia. 
Balinese dance is dynamic, angular and 
intensely expressive. Balinese dancers 
express the stories of dance-drama 
through the bodily gestures including 
gestures of fingers, hands, head and eyes.  
Balinese dance heavily influence Artaud’s 
work.

Use of voice and breath- Artaud liked 
performers to push their bodies to their limits. 
This helped overwhelm the audience and create 
an overwhelming experience for them

Non-Narrative Theatre- Though perhaps not fully ‘non-
narrative’ Artaudian theatre is at least abstract. This means 
that it  does not focus on telling a story ‘narrative’ instead it 
is about an experience that, for Artaud, goes beyond a story 
and instead becomes a felt event.

The Theatre of Cruelty- a type of theatre advocated by 
Antonin Artaud in Le Théâtre et son double that seeks to 
communicate to its audience a sense of pain, suffering, and 
evil, using gesture, movement, sound, and symbolism rather 
than language.



St Joseph’s College Drama Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

In this topic we will be learning about different types of stage.

Summer Term: Types of Staging

Tasks:

1: Write a 1 page 
promenade 
performance..

2: Create a poster 
for that 
performance

3: Make your own 
revision sheet on 
staging

Thrust staging-A thrust stage sticks out into the 
audience, who sit on three sides. Like proscenium 
arch and end-on staging, there is a back wall that 
can be used for hanging backdrops and large 
scenery. Blocking is easier than in the round and 
traverse staging, as there is a back wall, so 
performers don’t have to worry about having their 
back to the audience.

Theatre in the round-When using in the round staging, the audience sit around 
the stage on all sides, and the performers enter and exit through the audience 
on walkways. In the round staging can provide an intimate atmosphere and fully 
immerse the audience in the play.

When performing in the round, performers need to move and change their 
positions frequently so that all audience members remain engaged and don’t 
look at a performer’s back for too long.

Traverse- A traverse stage is long and narrow with 
the audience sitting on either side, like a catwalk. 
As with theatre in the round, the audience can see 
each other, which helps to remind them that they 
are at the theatre and immerse them in the action 
on stage. However, it also means that scenery must 
be low so that it doesn’t cause obstruction, so 
backdrops cannot be used.

End-on-End-on staging is very similar to 
proscenium arch, but without the arch frame 
around the stage space. Many black box studios 
are set up with end-on staging, meaning that the 
stage space is on one side of the room and the 
audience sit on the opposite side. As with 
proscenium arch staging, blocking is usually 
simple as the audience all face the same 
direction and sit in a fixed position.

Promenade- In a promenade performance, the 
audience move to follow the performers around the 
space. Performances are often site-specific in 
interesting and unusual locations, even outdoors, 
rather than in purpose-built theatre spaces.

As the audience shares the space with the 
performers, performances can be unpredictable and as 
such, blocking can be particularly challenging. 



St Joseph’s College DT Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

During these projects you will learn about Woods, Card, Joints and Semi-Precious Metals

Year 8 Knowledge Organiser

Useful Connectives:
Therefore, however, on the other hand, in my opinion, but, finally, firstly,  secondly, thirdly,  as 
well as this, moreover, furthermore, similarly, in contrast to.

Useful Sentence Starters for D&T: 
Analyse: to examine a task/product in detail (use who, what, where , 
when and why).
- This is an example of good design because ____________________
- It is made from ______________________
- The target user for the product is  _______________________.
- It is made attractive by ___________________.

Develop: to improve or modify a design or product
- I have developed by ideas by _____________
- I have combined the best parts of made design ideas that 

______________
- I have removed this part of the design/ changed the material  because 

____________
- To improve the design, I need to ______________.
- I decided to  _________ because______________.

Justify: To give reasons for your decisions
- I think that is a successful design because 

_________________________.
- _______ is a suitable material as it is _____________.
- The product can be used for an alternative purpose as it ________, 

therefore __________.
- I believe the choice of material affects the type of consumer because 

__________.

Evaluation: to assess a product. Identify a products strengthens and 
weaknesses and suggestion modification
- The strengths of the product are ______________
- The weaknesses of the product are _______________________
- To improve my product/design, I would ________________________
- To make my product more environmentally friendly I would 

_________________

Use this Knowledge 
Organiser to prepare 
for lessons  and build 
your understanding of 
D&T.

Subject: Technology

Year: 8

Key Assessments

Knowledge Organiser 

tests and class work 

mark.

Core Texts/ Websites

Design and Technology 

KS3 class book.

BBC Bitesize.

Technologystudent.com

Keywords
• Annotate 

• Inspiration 
• Consumer

• Aesthetics
• Environment
• Sustainability

• Function
• Size
• 6Rs
• Sketch
• Evaluate
• Initial Designs

• Final Design

• Mood Board
• Existing Product
• Design 

Specification
• Design Brief
• Materials 

• Primary Research

• Secondary 
Research

• CAD
• CAM

Definition
• To label, provide information on the 

design
• A source that provides ideas 
• The person who buys or uses the 

product
• The appearance of the product
• The place we live, work, socialise in
• The ability to sustain natural resources  

without impacting future generations
• What a product does, the purpose
• Measured in mms or cms. 
• Used to assess environmental impact
• A quick drawing to show
• Assessing whether an idea is successful
• First rough designs in response to the 

task
• Final drawing of the product being 

made
• Collection of images to gain inspiration
• Products that are already available
• A list of specific design requirements

• An introduction to the overall task
• The physical matter the product is 

made from
• Collecting new data first hand 

(Questionnaire)
• Collecting data that already exists 

(Websites)
• Computer Aided Design 
• Computer Aided Manufacture



St Joseph’s College DT Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

During this project you will learn about Technical Drawing and Wood as one of the Resistant Materials. You will design [using technical drawing techniques] 
and make a Lantern using wood and incorporate at least one type of wood joint.

Autumn Term - Lantern project



St Joseph’s College DT Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

During this project you will learn about Technical Drawing and Wood as one of the Resistant Materials. You will design [using technical drawing techniques] 
and make a Lantern using wood and incorporate at least one type of wood joint.

Lantern Project – Term Autumn

Natural Timbers (Wood)

Softwoods Properties/Characteristics Uses

Scots Pine 
(Redwood)

Straight grain, knotty, easy to work 
with, finishes well, durable, widely 
available and  relatively cheap.

Largely used for construction work, 
needs protecting if use outside. Stair 
bannisters, cabinets, furniture. 

Red Cedar Lightweight, knot-free, straight 
grain, contains natural oils that 
protect from weather, insects or dry 
rot.  It has a fine silky surface. 

Outdoor joinery – cladding of buildings 
and
wall panelling

Spruce Fairly strong, resistant to splitting, 
easy to work with General indoor furniture

Hardwoods Properties/Characteristics Uses

Beech Very tough, hard, straight and 
close grained, as a result 
withstands wear and shock. 
Polishes well. However can warp. 

Chairs, floorings, tools and kitchenware 
(wooden spoons/spatulas) turnery, 
toys, steam bent furniture

Ash Wide-grained, tough, very 
flexible and finishes well

Tool handles, sports equipment –
cricket stumps, hockey sticks

Oak Heavy, hard, tough, open-grain, 
finishes wells, can be used 
outdoors. Due to it containing 
tannic acid, it will corrode steel 
screws/bolts. Expensive

Boats, floors, 
gate posts, 
high end
furniture 
and fittings.

Teak Hard, durable, produces natural 
oil which help to resist moisture, 
fire, acids and alkalis. It has a 
straight gran, easy to work with 
however very expensive.

Laboratory benches, high-end 
furniture, veneers, garden furniture, 
traditional boat decks

Key Words:

Metal Rule, Marking Out, Coping Saw, 
Bench hook, Vice, Designing, Files, 
Cutting, Smoothing, Finish.
Key Skills:
Drawing, designing, shaping, cutting, 
smoothing, assembling, testing, following 
instructions.

Tools & Equipment

Try 
Square

Belt 
Sander

Flat File 
& Needle 
File

Subject: Technology

Year: 8

Topic: Lantern Project

Lesson Sequence
• Research
• Analyse
• Design & CAD
• Practical
• Test & Evaluate

Key Assessments

Knowledge Organiser tests and class 

work mark.
Core Texts / Websites
Design and Technology KS3 class 
book.
BBC Bitesize.
Technologystudent.com

The things you need to learn in 
this knowledge organiser are
• The difference between a 

softwood and a hardwood
• Names of softwoods (3)
• Names of hardwoods (5)
• Names of the basic tools and 

machinery in the workshop

Sand Paper
Pillar 
Drill

Metal 
Rule
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During this project you will learn about Technical Drawing and Wood as one of the Resistant Materials. You will design [using technical 
drawing techniques] and make a Lantern using wood and incorporate at east one type of wood joint.

Lantern Project

Tools & Equipment

Subject: Technology

Year: 8

Term : Autumn

Topic: Lantern Project

Lesson Sequence
• Design & CAD
• Design & CAD
• Practical
• Test & Evaluate

Key Assessments

Knowledge Organiser tests 

and class work mark.
Core Texts / Websites
Design and Technology KS3 
class book.
BBC Bitesize.
Technologystudent.com

Knowledge summary:     
Be able to use clip-path, clip and rotate in producing your pimped car with new wheels and possibly graphics. Use the 
funny heads exercise to practice your clipping skills.
Creating new files and folders is important for organising and retrieving your work. Giving files the correct suitable 
name makes sure that you are opening and working on the right file or version of that file. Page set-up is important 
because you need to know which printer or machine you are sending your file to and what size / orientation it accepts. 
A mood board on the genres of cards should cover: Old, young, funny, romantic, old photo comedy, boyfriend / wife / 
grandad etc. Find your own genres.
Use the 2D design skills which have been demonstrated to produce your greeting card. Be able to choose commands on 
this list and say why you would use them: Select, Rectangle, curve, circle, hatch/fill, text along a path, clip-path, clip, 
delete, delete part, rotations, layers, closed boundaries.
Know how to laminate layers together and make smooth using correct tools and adhesives: Pritt glue, safety rule, craft 
knife. 

Visual Reminders

Vectorise & Explode

Key Words:

File, folder, Mood board, Design, Orthographic 
drawing, 3D, Isometric drawing, line, grid, 
bitmap, vectorise, hatch and fill, rotate, page 
set-up, print set-up, portrait, landscape, path, 
circle rectangle, delete, hatch, fill, rotate, Text 
Path, Background, Arrange, Layers, Evaluate, 
laminate, trim.
Key Skills: File management, 2D Design 
drawing, measuring, using adhesives, 
assembling, testing, evaluating.

Cut using 
the Laser 
Cutter

CAD

CAM

CAD: Computer Aided 
Design, this is where a computer is used to 
help create the design. 
CAM: Computer Aided Manufacture, this is 
where a computer controls a machine that 
makes the design

Drawn in 
2D Design

Laser 
Cutter

PVA Glue

Paper & Boards

Paper Properties/Characteristics Uses

Cartridge Paper Thick white paper with a slightly rough 
surface texture. 120-150sgm, completely 
opaque and more expensive than photocopier 
paper

Pencil and ink drawings, sketching 
and watercolour.

Tracing paper Off white, low opacity sheet. Translucency 
decreases as gsm increases. 40-120 gsm, 
translucent, takes pencil and most colours as 
well.

Copying and tracing images

Boards Properties/Characteristics Uses

Corrugated 
cardboard 
(fibreboard)

Natural brown board finished on 1 or both 
sides with bonded paper. 100-5000 microns, 
strong, lightweight and rigid perpendicular 
to corrugations Insulative and easily printed 
on.

Packaging, boxes and impact 
protection

Foil lined board White card, usually coated or laminated with 
aluminium foil bonded on 1 side. 200-400 
gsm, stiff, reflects heat and water and oil 
resistant coating enables food and liquid 
based products to be contained.

Takeaway containers and lids, 
used to retain heat for longer.Rotate and Text path
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During this project you will learn about Pewter as a semi- Precious Metal. You will learn about CAD Technical Drawings using 2D design also 
you will design [using technical drawing techniques] and make Jewellery or Keyrings.

Pewter casting

Key Words:

Metal Rule, Marking Out, Coping Saw, 
Bench hook, Vice, Casting, Designing, Files, 
Cutting, Smoothing, Finish.
Key Skills:
Drawing, designing, shaping, cutting, 
smoothing, assembling, testing, following 
instructions.

To
o

ls
 &

 E
q

u
ip

m
e

n
t

Try 
Square

Belt 
Sander

Flat File 
& Needle 
File

Subject: Technology

Year: 8

Term: Spring/Summer

Topic: Pewter Casting

Lesson Sequence
• Research
• Analyse
• Design & CAD
• Practical
• Test & Evaluate

Key Assessments

Knowledge Organiser tests 

and class work mark.
Core Texts / Websites
Design and Technology KS3 
class book.
BBC Bitesize.
Technologystudent.com

The things you need to learn 
in this knowledge organiser 
are:
• Learn the metal-based 

materials: Pewter, 
Ferrous, Non-ferrous.

• Describe the soldering 
process in at least 4 stages.

• Understand the process of 
casting

Sand Paper

Pilla
r 
Drill

Metal Rule

Non Ferrous Metals

Pewter 91% Tin
7.5%
Antimony
1.5% Copper

Malleable, casts well, low 
melting point, corrosion 
resistant

Decorative features 
(jewellery), plates, 
cups 

Zinc Pure Metal Low melting point, extremely 
corrosion resistant, easily 
worked

Coating of steel bins, 
buckets, watering 
cans (galvanising) 

Ferrous Metals

Composition Properties/
Characteristics

Uses

Cast Iron Re-melted pig 
iron* with 
additions

Hard skin but brittle soft 
core. Heavy. Rigid under 
compression. Cannot be bent 
or forged. Corrode easily 
unless protected
(enamelled)

Parts with 
complex shapes
made via casting. 
Frying pans, 
machine parts, 
vices.

Mild Steel Iron and 0.15-
0.30% Carbon

High tensile strength, 
ductile, tough, fairly 
malleable, poor resistance to 
corrosion.

Nails, screws,
nuts, bolts, plate, 
sheets, car bodies

Casting
Metals can be melted and cast 
by pouring into permanent 
moulds or sand moulds. When 
cooled the moulds are opened 
and the solid metal product can 
be taken out and polished. This 
is often used for making 
jewellery.
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St Joseph’s College DT Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

During this project you will learn about Automata. You will be learning about Mechanisms and Linkages. You will also be learning about Forces 
that are used in everyday living and their applications.

Automata ( Linkages & Mechanisms) Spring Term

Visual Reminders

Reverse 
Motion 
Linkage

Parallel 
Motion 
Linkage

Key Words: Compression, Tension, Bending, Torsion, Pushing, Pulling, Beam, Arch, Truss, Suspension, Cantilever, Levers, Linkages, 
CAMS, Followers, Pulleys.
Key Skills: Drawing, designing, assembling, testing, following instructions, working in a team.

Knowledge summary:     
Compression occurs when a pushing force is applied to either end of a material.

Tension occurs when a pulling force is applied to either end of a material.

Bending is both tension and compression forces; tension on 1 side with compression 

on the other.

Torsion forces occur when a material is twisted.

Beam bridges, also known as stringer bridges, are the simplest structural forms 

for bridge spans supported by an abutment or pier at each end.

The basic principle of arch bridge is its curved design.

Truss bridge, with its load-bearing structures composed of a series of wooden or 

metal triangles, known as trusses.

A suspension bridge is a type of bridge in which the deck (the load-bearing portion) 

is hung below suspension cables on vertical suspenders.

A cantilever bridge is a bridge built using cantilevers, structures that project 

horizontally into space, supported on only one end.

A lever is a rigid bar resting on a pivot, used to move a heavy or firmly fixed load 

with one end when pressure is applied to the other.

A linkage is a mechanism made by connecting together rigid links or levers.

A cam is a rotating or sliding piece in a mechanical linkage used especially in 

transforming rotary motion into linear motion. It is often a part of a rotating wheel.

A cam follower is a component that is intrinsically tied to a cam.

A pulley is a wheel with a grooved rim around which a cord passes, which acts to 

change the direction of a force applied to the cord and is used to raise heavy 

weights.

Subject: Technology

Year: 8

Topic: Automata (Cams 

& Mechanisms) 

Lesson Sequence

1. Automata

2. Cams & Followers

3. Strongest Bridge

4. Emoji Person

Key Assessments

Knowledge Organiser tests and class 

work mark.

Core Texts / Websites
Design and Technology KS3 class book.
BBC Bitesize.
Technologystudent.com

The things you need to learn in this 
knowledge organiser are:
• Describe the different types of 

bridges.

• Understand the types of forces.

• Know the types of levers and 

linkages.

• Understand how a CAM works.

• Know the different types of CAMS

Automata
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Key Gothic Texts:

Exploring Gothic conventions through extracts from key Gothic writers

Autumn Term 2: The Gothic and the Other

The 10 Gothic Conventions
1. Mystery and Fear – creating a sense of danger 
2. Omens and Curses – foreshadowing danger ahead 
3. Atmosphere and Setting – spooky settings and bad weather 
4. Supernatural and Paranormal Activity – Events and creatures beyond 

scientific explanation
5. Romance – There is often a doomed romance involved 
6. Villain – there is often a complex and dark villain in the story 
7. Emotional Distress – Writers describe high emotion to show how their 

characters are feeling 
8. Nightmares – A characters’ nightmares are used to show their true emotions
9. Anti-hero – A protagonist with a flawed personality 
10.Damsel in Distress – A woman who suffers at the hands of a villain 

Questions:

Keywords:
Genre – a style or category of literature 
Trope – a significant or recurrent theme 
Motif – a dominant or recurring idea
Feminist theory – understanding of gender inequality
Suspense – a state or feeling of anxious uncertainty about what may 
happen
Atmosphere – the pervading feeling of a place or piece of work 
Structure – the organisation of something according to a plan 
Symbolism – the use of symbols to represent ideas
Omen – an event regarded as a portent of good or evil 
Supernatural – A force beyond scientific understanding or the laws of 
nature 

Gothic Writer’s Toolkit
Pathetic fallacy – When the weather reflects the mood – in Gothic   

literature, usually dark and stormy 
- Setting – Gothic novels are usually set in castles, dark forests, or 

other creepy places
- Creating atmosphere – Using language that relates to darkness, a 

sense of unease, or imminent danger 
- Emotive language – Show your protagonist’s fear by describing how 

they feel with powerful vocabulary 
- Varied sentence length – Long sentences for description, short for 

impact 
- Building Suspense – Slowly introduce the idea of danger
- Structural Techniques – Use description of setting, zooming in on 

key details, and shifts in tone to keep your reader interested 

- What are the conventions of Gothic Literature?
- How can you use the writer’s Gothic toolkit to create your own 

Gothic fiction?



St Joseph’s College English Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

This unit will explore the poetry of the First World War with a focus on context, language and the writer’s techniques. 

Spring Term 1– The Poetry of WWI

Poetic Techniques:
Plosives:: Repeated hard sounds such as ‘b’, ‘p’ or ‘d’.
Metaphor: When you say something is something else but you know it can’t 
be. 
Simile: When you compare two things using ‘as’ or ‘like’. “As brave as a 
lion”.
Oxymoron: When two words are placed together with opposite meanings.
Colloquial: Everyday informal expressions used by local people
Assonance: The repetition of a vowel sound “Go slow over the road”.
Emotive Language: Language used to create a particular emotion in the 
reader.
Figurative Language: When writers use similes, metaphors or 
personification to describe something in a non-literal way.
Imagery: When something is described in way that appeals to our senses.
Structure: The way that the poem is arranged/organised.
Sibilance: A repeated ‘s’, ’sh’ or ‘z’ sound.
Semantic Field: A group of words in the poem that are all about the same 
thing/idea.
Caesura: A pause in the middle of the line.
Enjambment: When one line runs into another without a pause.
Juxtaposition: When two contrasting ideas are placed together to 
highlight their differences.

About the Poet:
Often, a poem will reflect aspects of the writer’s life. However 
we can’t always assume a poem is autobiographical, even if it is 
written in the first person.
Biographical clues from a poem’s context can give you insights 
into its themes or message. Some questions you might ask are:
Are events or places from the poet’s life reflected in the poem?
Are people or relationships from the poet’s life reflected in the 
poem?
Are the poet’s ideas or beliefs reflected in the poem?

You can research the poet’s background to discover answers to 
these questions. Be careful to only include details you have 
discovered that reveal something about the poem.

Big Questions: 
War. What is it good for?
How do writers craft their poems to create different meanings?

Keywords and Vocabulary: see reverse for 
definitions
Propaganda
Conscription
Enlistment
Recruitment
Conflict
Flanders
Standard English
Quarrel
Foe
Lament 
Symbolism 
Shrapnel
Pacifist

Topic Trivia Questions: 
1. What were the trenches like for the soldiers to live in? Research trench conditions.
2. Can you note the differences and similarities used by writers to convey ideas about conflict?
3. Can you research other war poets from other countries?
4. What are the most striking images from the poems and what were the poets trying to tell their 

readers?
5. Can you write a poem of your own on any chosen topic, using some of the techniques you’ve learnt?
6. How might you as a young person ensure that the sacrifices of these individuals are never 

forgotten?
7. Why do you think it is still important to study the poetry of the First World War?

Protest
Declaration
Trenches
Chronology
Satire
Nonchalance
Shriveling
Shell Shock
Patriotism
Fatuous
Commonwealth
Commemorate
Casualties
Liberation
Legacy

Key Themes:
Power of Nature
Power of Humans
Effects of Conflict
Reality and Brutality
Loss and Sorrow
Memory
A Sense of Place
A Sense of Identity
Individual Experiences
Bravery
Fear
Protest
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Spring Term 1 – The Poetry of WWI

Keywords and Vocabulary:
Propaganda - information, especially of a biased or misleading nature, used to promote a political cause or point of view.
Conscription - compulsory enlistment for state service, typically into the armed forces.
Enlistment - the action of enrolling or being enrolled in the armed services.
Recruitment - the action of enlisting new people in the armed forces.
Conflict - a serious disagreement or argument, typically a protracted one.
Flanders - The Flemish Region of Belgium (or Flanders) is a Dutch-speaking area in the country's north, and one of 3 Belgian regions.
Standard English - regularly and widely used, seen, or accepted
an angry dispute or altercation; a disagreement marked by a temporary or permanent break in friendly relationsQuarrel
Foe - an enemy or opponent.
Symbolism - a mark, sign, or word that indicates, signifies, or is understood as representing an idea, object, or relationship.
Shrapnel - fragments of a bomb, shell, or other object thrown out by an explosion.
Pacifist - a person who believes that war and violence are unjustifiable.
Protest - action expressing disapproval of or objection to something.
Declaration - a formal or explicit statement or announcement.
Trenches – a long, narrow ditch
Chronology - the arrangement of events or dates in the order of their occurrence.
Satire - humour, irony, exaggeration, or ridicule to expose and criticize people's stupidity
Nonchalance - appearing casually calm and relaxed
Shriveling - cause to feel worthless or insignificant.
Shell Shock - psychological disturbance caused by prolonged exposure to active warfare, especially being under bombardment.
Patriotism - devotion to and vigorous support for one's country.
Fatuous - silly and pointless.
Commonwealth - international association consisting of the UK together with states that were previously part of the British Empire
Commemorate - recall and show respect for (someone or something).
Casualties - a person killed or injured in a war or accident.
Liberation - the action of setting someone free from imprisonment, slavery, or oppression; release.
Legacy - it's something that is left behind after a person has passed
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This unit will explore the ways that writers use language and structure within their works through a range of thematic viewpoints.

Spring Term 2 – EMC’s Diverse Shorts

Key Themes and Questions:
Community: How do people from different backgrounds live together? 
What do they have in common and what makes them different? How do 
their values and beliefs create a sense of belonging?
Strength in Adversity: What does it take to persevere through 
challenging circumstances? How do you find the strength to carry on? 
What drives you to have a better life for yourself and family?
Diversity: What points of view are given by the author? Who is being 
represented? Is anyone not represented? Are some viewpoints 
favoured over others? What messages are being conveyed to the 
reader and why?
Identity: In a city where you can be anything, who you want to be? 
What factors contribute to understanding who you are? What makes 
you unique in a city of more than 9 million people?

Viewpoint and Perspective
Viewpoint and perspective is a person’s opinion/ attitude towards a certain topic. 
It influences the way we look at something and whether we have positive or 
negative feelings towards something.
Our views are shaped by our experience with something. 
Our experiences create different feelings in ourselves. 
The key to identifying someone’s viewpoint or perspective is to think about how 
their experiences made them feel. 

Big Questions: 

What is diversity?
How do writers convey different viewpoints and perspectives?

Keywords and vocabulary: see reverse for definitions

Freedom
Diversity
Community
Justice
Change 
Action
Power 
Control

Key Authors:

•David Almond
•Sita Brahmachari
•Anne Cassidy
•Ted Chiang
•Helen Dunmore
•Hans Fallada
•Elizabeth Laird
•Patrice Lawrence

•Andrea Levy
•George Orwell
•ZZ Packer
•Bali Rai
•Gillian Slovo
•Angie Thomas
•Alex Wheatle
•Benjamin Zephaniah

Identity
Tolerance
Rights
Respect
Democracy
Equality
Inequality 
Responsibility

Protection
Expression
Society
Representation
Fairness
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Spring Term 2 – EMC’s Diverse Shorts

Keywords and vocabulary:
Freedom: the power or right to act, speak, or think as one wants.
Diversity: the practice or quality of including or involving people from a range of different social and ethnic backgrounds 
and of different genders, sexual orientations, etc.
Community: a group of people living in the same place or having a particular characteristic in common.
Justice: just behaviour or treatment.
Change: make (someone or something) different; alter or modify.
Action: the fact or process of doing something, typically to achieve an aim.
Power: the ability or capacity to do something or act in a particular way.
Control: the power to influence or direct people's behaviour or the course of events.
Identity: he fact of being who or what a person or thing is.
Tolerance: the ability or willingness to tolerate the existence of opinions or behaviour that one dislikes or disagrees 
with.
Rights: a moral or legal entitlement to have or do something.
Respect: due regard for the feelings, wishes, or rights of others.
Democracy: a system of government by the whole population or all the eligible members of a state, typically through 
elected representatives.
Equality: the state of being equal, especially in status, rights, or opportunities.
Inequality: the state of not being equal, especially in status, rights, and opportunities
Responsibility: the state or fact of having a duty to deal with something or of having control over someone.
Protection: a legal or other formal measure intended to preserve civil liberties and rights.
Expression: the action of making known one's thoughts or feelings.
Society: the aggregate of people living together in a more or less ordered community.
Representation: the description or portrayal of someone or something in a particular way.
Fairness: impartial and just treatment or behaviour without favouritism or discrimination.
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An exploration of Shakespeare’s use of conflict in Romeo and Juliet. 

Summer Term 1: The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet

Plot:
Act 1: The Montagues and the Capulets are families involved in a bitter feud. Under penalty of death, the Prince of 
Verona orders the families to stop fighting. Romeo Montague is lovestruck. His cousin, Benvolio, and best friend, 
Mercutio plan to cheer him up by crashing a party at the Capulet house. Meanwhile, Lady Capulet plans for her 
daughter, Juliet, to marry Paris, a wealthy gentleman. At the party, Romeo & Juliet meet and fall in love at first 
sight.
Act 2 : After the party, Romeo sneaks back into the Capulet house and asks for her hand in marriage. Friar 
Laurence agrees to marry the lovers in secret, hoping that it will end the feud.
Act 3: Tybalt, Juliet’s cousin, is enraged that Romeo snuck into his family party. He tries to fight Romeo, who will 
not fight back. Mercutio dies defending his friend Romeo. Having heard of the violence, the Prince banishes Romeo 
from Verona. Capulet, in order to cheer his daughter up, arranges for her to marry Paris in two days' time.
Act 4: Friar Laurence hatches a plan for Juliet to take a sleeping potion and appear dead, so she can meet Romeo in 
the family crypt and run away together. Juliet takes the potion, and funeral plans are made.
Act 5: Romeo learns of Juliet’s death, but not the secret plan. He fights his way back to Verona, buying poison on 
the way. Romeo kills Paris in order to be the one lying next to Juliet’s grave. He kills himself just as Juliet wakes up. 
She then uses Romeo’s dagger to take her own life. After the death of their children, the Montagues and Capulets 
end their feud.

Key characters:
Romeo Montague – male 
protagonist
Benvolio Montague– Romeo’s cousin
Lord and Lady Montague –
Romeo’s parents.
Abraham (Montague)- servant
Balthasar (Montague)– servant
Juliet Capulet –female 
protagonist
Tybalt Capulet– Juliet’s cousin
Lord & Lady Capulet – Juliet’s 
parents

Gregory (Capulet)– servant
Sampson (Capulet)– servant
Rosaline – a nun, Romeo is in love 
with her before Juliet.
Prince Escalus – ruler of Verona
Mercutio – related to Prince, 
friends with Romeo
Count Paris – related to Prince, 
betrothed to Juliet
Friar Lawrence – friends with 
Romeo
The Nurse – works for the 
Capulets, raised Juliet

Key quotations:
Chorus, Prologue: A pair of star-crossed lovers take their life. But, soft, 
Romeo, Act 2 Scene 1: what light through yonder window breaks?
It is the east, and Juliet is the sun.
Juliet, Act 2 Scene 1 : O Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou Romeo?
Friar Laurence, Act 2 Scene 5 : These violent delights have violent ends.
Mercutio, Act 3 Scene 1 : A plague o' both your houses!
Juliet, Act 5 Scene 3 : O happy dagger,
This is thy sheath: there rust, and let me die.
Prince, Act 5 Scene 3 : All are punished.
Prince, Act 5 Scene 3: For never was a story of more woe
Than this of Juliet and her Romeo.

Context Questions:
1. What is the full title of the play and how does it foreshadow the play? 
2. For aristocratic families in Elizabethan England, what was the primary purpose of marriage? How do Romeo and Juliet subvert this expectation? 
3. What rights did women have during the Elizabethan era? What does this tell us about Juliet? 
4. The play was set in Catholic Italy. How does the play adhere and conflict with Catholic views at the time? 
5. What was the ‘wheel of fortune’ and how did audiences feel about fate? 

Keywords:
Tragedy
Patriarchal
Conflict
Disorder
Pernicious
Predestination
Retribution
Dishonour
Soliloquy
Dramatic irony
Civil unrest 
Predicament 

Adversity 
Society 
Provoke 
Mutiny 
Hamartia 
Banishment 
Iambic 
pentameter 
Power 
Amorous 
Impetuous 
Catharsis 
Peripeteia

Themes: 
Conflict 
Power 
Fate V Free will
Loyalty 
Family 
Religion 
Love 
Hatred 
Violence 
Death 
Individual V Society
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An exploration of Shakespeare’s use of conflict in Romeo and Juliet. 

Keywords:

Tragedy - a play dealing with tragic events and having an 
unhappy ending, especially one concerning the downfall of the 
main character.
Patriarchal - relating to or denoting a system of society or 
government controlled by men.
Conflict - a serious disagreement or argument, typically a 
protracted one.
Disorder - a state of confusion.
Pernicious - having a harmful effect, especially in a gradual or 
subtle way.
Predestination - the principle that God has intended all that 
will happen, especially with regard to the salvation of some and 
not others.
Retribution - punishment inflicted on someone as vengeance for 
a wrong or criminal act.
Dishonour - a state of shame or disgrace.
Soliloquy - an act of speaking one's thoughts aloud when by 
oneself or regardless of any hearers, especially by a character 
in a play.
Dramatic irony - a literary technique, originally used in Greek 
tragedy, by which the full significance of a character's words or 
actions is clear to the audience or reader but unknown to the 
character.
Civil unrest - an activity arising from a mass act of civil 
disobedience (such as a demonstration, riot, strike, or ignoring 

laws) in which the participants become hostile toward authority.
Predicament - a difficult, unpleasant, or embarrassing situation.
Adversity - a difficult or unpleasant situation.
Society - the aggregate of people living together in a more or 
less ordered community.
Provoke - stimulate or give rise to (a reaction or emotion, 
typically a strong or unwelcome one) in someone.
Mutiny - an open rebellion against the proper authorities, 
especially by soldiers or sailors against their officers.
Hamartia - a fatal flaw leading to the downfall of a tragic hero 
or heroine.
Banishment - the punishment of being sent away from a country 
or other place.
Iambic pentameter - a line of verse with five metrical feet, 
each consisting of one short (or unstressed) syllable followed by 
one long (or stressed) syllable, for example ”Two households, 
both alike in dignity.”
Power - the capacity or ability to direct or influence the 
behaviour of others or the course of events.
Amorous - showing, feeling, or relating to sexual desire.
Impetuous - acting or done quickly and without thought or care.
Catharsis - the process of releasing, and thereby providing 
relief from, strong or repressed emotions.
Peripeteia - a sudden reversal of fortune or change in 
circumstances, especially in reference to fictional narrative.

Summer Term 1: The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet
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This unit will explore a variety of dystopian extracts, analysing language, form and structural choices by several writers. 

Summer Term 2: Utopia/Dystopia

Dystopian Timeline – ‘what to expect’:

Key definitions:
Dystopia: an imagined state or society in which there is great suffering or injustice.
Utopia: an imagined place or state of things in which everything is perfect.
Atmosphere: the overall tone or mood of a place, situation, or piece of writing.

Independent Research Questions:
1. Who is George Orwell? Why is he associated with dystopian fiction?
2. Are humans at risk of endangering ourselves? 
3. What would a world without humans look like?
4. Who was Hitler? How could he be connected to ‘dystopia’?
5. How do the different book covers create images of a dystopian world? Is it in 

the colour or the images? 
6. How do the writers show us that characters are frightened? 
7. What is a patriarchy? What is a matriarchy? How are they different?

Questions:
What is a dystopian world?
What are the conventions of a dystopian novel? 
Why do writers make certain language, form and structural choices?

Big Questions:
What does the end of the world look like?
How does a writer create images of an undesirable and frightening 
atmosphere?

Keywords:
Utopia
Dystopia
Futuristic
Imagined
Unpleasant
Repressed
Foreboding
Dehumanised
Apocalyptic 
Disaster
Catastrophe
Destruction 

Society
Control
Rules
Silence
Rough
Cocooned
Population
Fire
Burning
Hierarchy
Guards
World

Power
Importance
Handmaids
Violence
Laws
Victims
Identity
Obscure
Innocuous 
Ambivalent 
Serene
Turbulent

1984
Fahrenheit 
451

The Handmaid’s 
Tale

The Bees

Descriptive 
Writing Skills

Final 
Assessment

We’ll be looking at 
typical dystopian 
conventions 

Close analysis of 
language choices by 
the writer

Learning what ingredients 
make an effective piece of 
creative writing

Analysis of context 
and its connection to 
dystopian fiction

Analysing writer 
language choices and 
context in more detail 

Bringing it all 
together ahead of 
our final assessment

Creative Writing Techniques:
Alliteration - repetition of the same beginning sounds in nearby 
words.
Personification - presenting non-human objects as if they have 
human feelings.
Simile – comparing two things so that the thing described is 
understood more clearly, using ‘like’ or ‘as’.
Metaphor – comparing two thigs without using the words ‘like’ or 
‘as’.
Onomatopoeia – use of words which reflect their meaning in 
sound. E.g. ‘whoosh’ or ‘bang’.
Repetition – repeating words or ideas multiple times.
Pathetic Fallacy – using descriptions of the weather to reflect 
the mood or atmosphere.
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This unit will explore a variety of dystopian extracts, analysing language, form and structural choices by several writers. 

Summer Term 2 Utopia/Dystopia

Keywords:

Utopia - an imagined place or state of 
things in which everything is perfect.
Dystopia - an imagined state or society in 
which there is great suffering or injustice.
Futuristic - having or involving very modern 
technology or design.
Imagined - (of something unreal or untrue) 
believed to exist or be so.
Unpleasant - causing discomfort, 
unhappiness, or revulsion; disagreeable.
Repressed - (of a thought or desire) kept 
suppressed and unconscious in one's mind.
Foreboding - a feeling that something bad 
will happen; fearful apprehension.
Dehumanised - deprive of positive human 
qualities.
Apocalyptic - describing or predicting the 
complete destruction of the world.
Disaster - a sudden accident or a natural 
catastrophe that causes great damage or 
loss of life. 
Catastrophe - an event causing great and 
usually sudden damage or suffering; a 
disaster.
Destruction - he action or process of 
causing so much damage to something that 
it no longer exists or cannot be repaired.

Society - collective of people living 
together in a more or less ordered 
community.
Control - the power to influence or direct 
people's behaviour or the course of events.
Rules - a set of explicit or understood 
regulations or principles within a particular 
area of activity.
Silence - complete absence of sound.
Rough - having an uneven or irregular 
surface; not smooth or level.
Cocooned - wrap in a protective or 
comforting way.
Population - all the inhabitants of a 
particular place.
Fire – combination of chemicals with 
oxygen from the air that give out a bright, 
hot light and smoke. 
Burning - very keenly or deeply felt; 
intense.
Hierarchy - a system in which members of 
an organisation or society are ranked 
according to status.
Guards - watch over in order to protect or 
control.
World - a particular region or group of 
countries.

Power - the capacity or ability to direct or 
influence the behaviour of others or the 
course of events.
Importance - the state or fact of being of 
great significance or value.
Handmaids - a female servant.
Violence - behaviour involving physical 
force intended to hurt, damage, or kill 
someone or something.
Laws - the system of rules which a 
particular country or community recognises
as regulating the actions of its members.
Victims - a person harmed, injured, or 
killed as a result of a crime, accident, or 
other event or action.
Identity - the fact of being who or what a 
person or thing is.
Obscure - not discovered or known about; 
uncertain.
Innocuous - not harmful or offensive.
Ambivalent - having mixed feelings or 
contradictory ideas about something or 
someone.
Serene - calm, peaceful, and untroubled; 
tranquil.
Turbulent - characterised by conflict, 
disorder, or confusion; not stable or calm.
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Identify sources and functions of nutrients. Cooking methods: Identify examples for each type of heat transfer

Food preparation and nutrition

Key processess

Questions:

Keywords:

Handling Raw Meat -
Always wash hands with
warm water and soap for
20 seconds before and
after handling raw meat.

Don't cross-contaminate!
Keep raw meat, poultry,
fish, and their juices away
from other food. Wash
cutting board, utensils,
and countertops with hot,
soapy water after use.

Reducing –
heating up a
sauce based 
product to
evaporate the 
water and
making the sauce 
thicker in 
consistency.

METHODS OF COOKING 
Heat transfers in three ways:

Conduction Metal is a conductor of heat and carries the heat from the heat 
source to the food

Convection
When heated, gas or air particles expand and rise, causing colder particles 
to sink, creating convection currents which distribute heat.

Radiation
Heat is transferred directly onto the surface 

1. Protein

2. Fat

3. Carbohydrate

4. Vitamins

5. Minerals
PLUS Water and Fibre (neither are 

Nutrients but are required for a healthy 
diet).
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Bread & products which need raising agents. Explain what a raising agent is and why they are used in food production

Raising Agents 

Mechanical
Manually adding air into food products using different techniques
The processes of sieving, whisking, folding, rolling, creaming all mechanically 
add in air during food production
Chemical
Adding a chemical which causes a chemical reaction producing CO2 gas.  In 
an oven the CO2 gas expands and pushes up the mixture.  Some of the gas 
escapes but some is trapped in the mixture as it cooks and sets
Examples in food production include baking powder and bicarbonate of soda.
Bicarbonate of soda is used to make soda bread, the bread which does not 
use yeast as the raising agent.
Bicarbonate of soda + cream of tartar = baking powder
Biological
A biological raising agent is added which produces CO2 gas.
The Fermentation process is activated during bread production when yeast is 
combined with sugar in a warm moist condition.  When the fermented yeast is 
added to the flour and warm liquid it increases in size during the “proving” 
stage.
Example:  Bread

What's happening inside the bread?

The dough is kneaded to give the bread its texture. 
The protein in the flour is stretched to make an elastic 
dough and pockets of gas are formed.

Whilst the dough is proving, bubbles 
of carbon dioxide gas are formed from the yeast 
action. 
These help to stretch the dough and make it rise.
In the oven the gas bubbles (carbon dioxide and air) 
expand with the heat. 
This makes the bread rise further.

Eventually the heat sets the loaf 
giving it a well risen structure and a light and spongy 
texture.

Questions:

Name 3 products which need yeast
Name 3 products which need air
Name 3 products which need a chemical raising agent

Four main raising agents are used in cooking:
Air – egg whites, beating creaming, rubbing in.

Steam – profiteroles, choux pastry, Yorkshire pudding.

Carbon dioxide – yeast fermentation, baking powder, self raising 
flour.

Chemicals – bicarbonate of soda, baking powder.

KEY PROCESSES:
Kneading-
to work dough, to develop
the gluten that is found in
flour, this gives baked
goods their structure and
texture. When making
dough, the flour and other
dry ingredients are
combined with the wet
ingredients, usually warm
water, along with yeast.

How are raising agents added into foods?
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This term we will explain how tectonic plate move and create natural hazards like volcanoes and earthquakes

Autumn Term: Tectonic Hazards

Keywords:
Pangea - A supercontinent consisting of the 
whole land area of the globe before it was split 
up by continental drift
Convection currents - Currents which transfer 
heat from one part of a liquid or gas to another
Continental crust - The part of the Earth’s 
crust that makes up land
Oceanic crust - The part of the Earth’s crust 
which is under the oceans,
Pyroclastic flow - Ash and dust thrown out of a 
volcano as it erupts
Subduction - Describes oceanic crust sinking 
into the mantle at a convergent plate boundary. 
As the crust subducts, it melts back into the 
mantle
Magnitude - Of an earthquake (how much the 
ground shakes), an expression of the total 
energy released
Richter Scale - A scale for measuring the 
magnitude of earthquakes

Structure of the Earth:

Questions:
1. What are convection currents, and how do they cause plates to move?
2. What happens at the different types of plate boundary. 
3. Write a paragraph (30-50 words) about why someone might want to live next to an active volcano. 
4. and 5. Using annotated diagrams: describe and explain the formation of at least TWO tectonic hazards from this page.
6. Write two paragraphs comparing the primary and secondary impacts of the Boxing Day Tsunami.

Mantle

Crust

Outer 
core

Inner 
core

Convection Currents:
The core releases heat energy because of high 
temperatures there. This energy heats the lower 
mantle causing it to become less dense and rise; the 
cooler fluid from the upper mantle sinks. This 
movement causes convection currents, which move 
sideways when the reach the crust, causing the 
tectonic plates to move. 

Constructive Boundary:
When two plates move apart magma rises 
from the gap and cools, forming new crust.

Destructive Boundary:
When plates push together and the denser 
oceanic plate is forced under/melted

Conservative Boundary:
Pressure builds as plates slide past each 
other, and get stuck (friction). Pressure 
is released as an earthquake.

Earthquakes:
1, Two plates move past each 
other, but friction builds
2. When pressure is released, it 
produces seismic waves which 
spread out from the focus – the 
point where the earthquake starts
3. The epicentre is the point on 
the surface above the focus.

Volcanoes:
There are three types:
Composite – layers of lava/ash, 
Shield – runny lava, Dome – slow, 
thick lava

People live
near due to e
expensive 
minerals & 
fertile farmland. They might have 
lived there for generations. 

Tsunamis:
Tsunamis 
are tidal 
waves caused
by underwater earthquakes, 
travelling at 400-600mph. 
When the earthquake 
happens, water is displaced in 
every direction, increasing in 
height as it reaches shallow 
water. The Indian Ocean 
Boxing Day tsunami (2004) 
was cause by an earthquake 
measuring 9.0 Richter Scale

Prediction, Preparation, 
Protection :
Scientists monitor signs that 
tell us if a tectonic hazard will 
happen:
• Volcanic eruption - Smaller 

earthquakes, Rising magma 
detected by bulges

• Earthquakes - Changes in 
water levels and gas 
emissions, Strange animal 
behaviour
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Human Geography of Japan:
• We use a choropleth map to 
show population density in Japan.
• The Kanto region has the 
highest population density; this 
is where Tokyo is located 
(home to ¼ of Japan’s 
population)
• Towns and 
cities are mostly 
found on flatter plains, near the coast.
• The number of people living in rural 
areas is decreasing – people are migrating 
to cities like Tokyo, for jobs

This term we will complete a country study of Japan, looking at its population, climate, economy and geographic location.

Autumn Term: Japan

Keywords:
Population density – number 
of people living per square km
Distribution – where 
something is spread
Densely populated – lots of 
people living per square km 
Sparsely populated – few 
people living per square km 
Birth rate – the number of 
live births each year per 
thousand of the population in 
an area
Death rate – the number of 
deaths each year per 
thousand of the population in 
an area.
Natural decrease - achieved 
when there is a higher death 
rate than the birth rate 
Natural increase - achieved 
when there is a higher birth 
rate than death rate
Ageing population – high 
proportion of older persons in 
their population
Life expectancy – average 
number of years a person is 
expected to live
Migrate – move from one 
area to another
Precipitation – rain/snow/hail

Questions:
1. Name two of Japan’s large islands, and explain their location. Use at least THREE physical factors in your description (i.e. N/S/E/W, Pacific Ocean, Sea of Japan, USA etc.)
2. Explain what happens at the type of plate boundary Japan is located on, and state what hazards Japan is most likely to experience as a consequence of its location.
3. Write a paragraph (30-50 words) about why someone might want to live in Tokyo as opposed to rural Kyushu – try to refer to young children, as well as adults. 
4. Follow the prompts under ‘Interpreting Climate Graphs’ to analyse the Climate Graph for Kagoshima. 
6. Write a paragraph (30-50 words) comparing the different climatic conditions in each of the four main islands of Japan: Honshu, Hokkaido, Kyushu and Shikoku. 

Physical Geography of Japan:
• Japan consists of more than 6000 

islands, most of which are uninhabited. 
• The majority of Japan’s population live 

in the four main islands: Honshu, 
Hokkaido, Kyushu and Shikoku

• About 80% of Japan is mountainous
• The longest river is the Shinano River 

on Honshu, which is 367km long
• Japan lies close to where the Pacific, 

Philippine and Eurasian tectonic plates 
meet – this means they experiences 
lots of tectonic hazards; particularly 
tsunamis

Climate Graphs Success Criteria:
• X axis along the bottom should show 

months on the year
• Y axis on the left should show temperature
• Y axis on the right should show 

precipitation
• Line graph for temperature
• Bar chart for precipitation 
• Bars should not touch
• Connect Jan/Dec line graph horizontally to 

Y axes
• Add a formal title: “A Climate Graph to 

Show…”

Interpreting Climate Graphs:
1. Look for patterns/trends in the data
2. Work out the range, mean, median, mode, 

annual totals
3. Describe the patterns in temperature 

and rainfall, including how they relate

Climate of Japan:
• Japan has a temperate climate – winters 

are cool, summers are warm, and rain 
occurs throughout the year

• Hokkaido is subtropical, so is colder than 
the rest of Japan
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Jobs, Trade & Development:
• The exchanging of goods and 

materials is called TRADE. 
• Goods sold to other countries 

are called EXPORTS. 
• Goods that are bought by a 

country are called IMPORTS
• Developed countries typically  

have a large GDP and export 
valuable manufactured goods 
such as electronics and cars

This term we will understand what development is, how we measure it and the disparity of development between the rich and the poor. 

Spring Term: Development

Keywords:
Development: Development is the 
process of growth, or changing from 
one condition to another.
Primary: The primary sector involves 
extracting raw materials, rearing 
animals and growing crops.
Secondary: A type of industry where 
raw materials are made into something. 
Often called 'manufacturing'.
Tertiary: Providing services and 
includes retail, tourism, education, 
health and banking.
HDI (Human Development Index):
index used to rank the 'human 
development' of countries, on a scale 
between 0 and 1. 
GDP: Measures the wealth or income of 
a country. It is the total value of goods 
and services produced by a country in a 
year.
PPP:What money can actually buy in 
different countries.
Developed Country: Countries where 
people have a high standard of living.
Developing Country: A country that 
has little industry and lacks access to 
healthcare or education.
NGO (non governmental organisation):
A non-profit organization that operates 
independently of any government, 
typically one whose purpose is to 
address a social or political issue
Overpopulation: When the population is 
too large to be supported by the 
available resources

Questions:
1. Name two ways to measure development, and explain how they are used. 
2. Explain what the North/South divide is and give at least 3 examples of each. Extend your answer by thinking about the divide globally and locally.
3. Write a paragraph (30-50 words) about why there is uneven development and give reasons as to why this is happening. 
4. Choose ONE millennium development goal, explain why it is important and suggest ways a Developed, Developing and Emerging country has achieved or not achieved this.
6. Write a paragraph (30-50 words) on how a country’s balance of economic sectors can directly influence its level of development.

Measuring Development:
Geographers use social, economic,
environmental and political
indicators to measure development
in countries throughout the world.

The North/South Divide:
The Brandt Line divided the
planet into the rich north 
and the poor south and was
based on GDP only. 

Used only two groups: 
developed and developing
countries.

Economic development is the 
level of a country’s wealth 
and standard of living.

Social development is the 
level of access to services 
and the well-being of people.

Environmental development 
is the quality of the built and 
natural environment.

Political development is the 
stability of the government 
(how effectively the country 
is run) and the freedom and 
rights of the people who live 
there.

Sectors of Industry:

Primary – involves raw materials e.g. mining, 
agriculture, or forestry

Secondary – involves the manufacture of a product 
from primary industry

Tertiary industry – involves a range of services e.g. 
teaching, nursing and retail
Quaternary industry – involves research and 
development that usually used high levels of 
technology

Make Poverty History:
Poverty could be reduced by:
• directly visiting LEDCs and being involved in charitable 

organisations.
• The introduction of fair trade. The aim of fair trade is 

to enable farmers to receive a fair price for their 
produce.

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs):
The MDGs were set in 2000 
by the United Nations to the
targets aimed to reduce uneven
development in the world. Due 

to lack of planning, many of 
these goals weren’t achieved 
but became part of a bigger 
set of goals which are 
projected to be completed by 
2030.
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Questions:
1.Name three human and three 
physical facts about Nigeria. 

2.Explain globalisation and how 
it links to mobile phone usage 
in Nigeria. 

3. Write a paragraph (30-50 
words) to explain what a bottom 
up project is. Include a case 
study example with advantages 
and disadvantages

4. Write a paragraph (30-50 
words) describing Nigeria and 
its location and key 
information.

5. Compare the opportunities and 
challenges of extracting natural 
resources from the Congo

6. EXPLAIN whether you think 
the Grand Inga Dam project is 
good or bad for the DRC. 
Include at least two reasons 
for your ideas. 

This term we will learn about Nigeria, the case study of Water Aid and how development is changing quality of life in Africa.

Spring Term: Into Africa

Keywords:
Appropriate technology: 
technology that is suitable to the 
social and economic conditions of 
where it is to be used
Bottom up project – An 
approach that is used to lift 
people out of poverty by helping 
them directly (helping them to 
help themselves)
Top down project - decision 
making by the government and 
other external groups, to develop 
a place using large scale projects.
Globalisation - the process by 
which the world is becoming 
increasingly interconnected as a 
result of massively increased 
trade and cultural exchange.
Food security - when all people 
are able to access enough safe 
and nutritious food to meet their 
requirements for a healthy life
Urban farming - growing or 
producing food in a city or 
heavily populated town 
Natural resources - are 
materials or substances that are 
produced by the environment. 
Humans use natural resources to 
survive.
Sparse – A place with widely-
spaced intervals.
Sustainable development –
meeting the needs to the 
present, without compromising 
the ability of future generations 
to meet their own needs – this is 
usually an activity that does not 
consume or destroy resources or 
the environment
Dense - Crowded closely 
together.

Biomes in Africa:
Africa contains areas of hot 
desert, savannah grassland and 
tropical rainforest. It contains 
the largest hot desert in the 
world: the Sahara Desert

Death in the Congo:
Natural resources act as intensifiers to 
development. Coltan is mined and moved out by 
rail; these minerals have helped Europe 
develop.

NGO: Water Aid
Access to clean water and toilets is a 
human right, and should be a normal part 
of daily life for everyone, everywhere. 
Water Aid aims to provide and educate 
people on this gap in development.
• 785 million people don’t have clean 

water close to home
• The World Bank says promoting good 

hygiene is one of the most important 
priorities for global development 

• WaterAid has teams in 28 countries 
across the world

Bottom-up & Top Down Development:

Bottom-up: These are non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) who direct aid towards 
sustainable development, meaning it will have 
a long term impact. This is to target the 
poorest communities using appropriate
technology and involving the local people.

Top-down: This is when the government 
makes the decisions – these projects are 
therefore a lot bigger in scale and cost a lot 
more money!

Aid:
• Bilateral Aid is aid given directly from 

one government to another
• Multilateral Aid is aid given through an 

agency such as the World Bank
• Non-Governmental Aid is given 

through organisations like charities. It 
can include small scale development 
projects as well as emergency aid

Large- & Small Scale Projects:
Development projects are schemes 
promoting development in developing 
countries, often funded by aid. They can 
be multi-million dollar schemes run by the 
government, or small self-help schemes.
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Questions:

1.Name three differences 
between a river and a coast.

2. Describe the four main 
types of river erosion.

3. Write a paragraph (30-50 
words) to explain the 
difference between weathering 
and erosion. 

4. Write a paragraph (30-50 
words) to explain the 
formation of waterfalls. 

5. Write a paragraph (30-50 
words) to explain the 
formation of meanders. 

This term we will learn about rivers and coasts, erosion and landforms at different parts of the river. 

Summer Term: Hydrology

Keywords:
Hydraulic action - the force of the water wears away the river bank from underneath
Attrition - rocks being carried by the river smash together and break into smaller particles. 
Abrasion - stones that the river is carrying bump into the banks and wear them away
Solution - acids in the water slowly dissolve the river banks and stones the river is carrying 
Mechanical – physical changes causes rocks to break down
Chemical – rainwater is slightly acidic and over time this wears away the rock.
Biological - occurs when plants and animals wear away rocks
Watershed - the area of high land forming the edge of a river basin.
Source - where a river begins.
Mouth - where a river meets the sea.
Confluence - the point at which two rivers meet.
Tributary - a small river or stream that joins a larger river.
Channel - this is where the river flows.

What are rivers and coasts like? 
A river is a moving body of water that 
flows from its source on high ground, 
across land, and then into another body 
of water, which could be a lake, the sea, 
an ocean or even another river.

The line where land meets water is 
constantly changing and reshaping. The 
coastline, that narrow strip of land that 
borders the sea along a continent or an 
island, is an ideal place to see a 
constantly-changing landscape.

River Drainage Basins 
A river basin or drainage basin is an area 
of land drained by a river and its 
tributaries. The edge of the drainage 
basin is known as the watershed. This can 
be compared to a sink or basin, which 
catches the water falling into it. The 
water travels towards the centre and 
leaves the sink through a plug hole. In a 
similar way, the water flowing through 
the river will eventually leave the river 
basin through its mouth and enter the sea 
or a lake.

Landforms in the Middle 
Course: Meanders 

In the middle course, the gradient 
becomes less steep. The river 
channel gets deeper and wider as 
the bed and banks are eroded. The 
sediment load of the river gets 
smaller in size. Small meanders and 
a small floodplain can be found in 
this part of the river.

As the river erodes laterally, to 
the right side then the left side, it 
forms large bends, and then 
horseshoe-like loops called 
meanders. The formation of 
meanders is due to both deposition 
and erosion and meanders gradually 
migrate downstream.

Landforms in the Upper Course: 
Waterfall 
In the upper course, this is where the river
starts and is usually an upland area. Slopes are
steep and this can increase the velocity of the
river after heavy rainfall, when discharge is
high. The river channel is narrow and shallow
here. The river's load is large in the upper
course, as it hasn't been broken down by erosion
yet. When discharge is high vertical erosion
erodes the river bed and larger sediments are
transported by traction.

Waterfalls often form in the upper stages of a
river. It erodes soft rock more quickly than
hard rock and this may lead to the creation of a
waterfall. A waterfall is formed by:
1. The soft rock erodes more quickly, 

undercutting the hard rock.
2. The hard rock is left overhanging             

and because it isn’t supported, it          
eventually collapses.

3. The fallen rocks crash into the            
plunge    pool. They swirl around, causing 
more erosion.

4. Over time, this process is repeated and the 
waterfall moves upstream.

5. A steep-sided gorge is formed as the 
waterfall retreats.

V-Shaped Valleys
1. Rivers begin high up in the mountains so they flow 
quickly downhill eroding the landscape vertically.
2. The river cuts a deep notch down into the 
landscape using hydraulic action, when water gets 
into small cracks it breaks down the sides of the 
river valley. 
3. As the river erodes downwards the sides of the 
valley are exposed to freeze-thaw weathering which 
loosens the rocks (some of which will fall into the 
river) and steepens the valley sides.
4.The river transports the rocks downstream and the 
channel becomes wider and deeper creating a V-
shaped valley between interlocking spurs.

Weathering 
Weathering is the breakdown of rocks at the 
Earth’s surface, by the action of rainwater, 
extremes of temperature, and biological activity. It 
does not involve the removal of rock material. There 
are three types of weathering, physical, chemical 
and biological. There are three types of weathering: 
mechanical, chemical and biological.

Erosion
Erosion is the process by which soil and rock 
particles are worn away and moved elsewhere by 
wind, water or ice. Weathering involves no moving 
agent of transport. There are four main forms of 
river erosion which are hydraulic action, attrition, 
abrasion and solution

How does erosion shape the land? 
The coastline is constantly eroding due to the four 
types of erosion.  Headlands are usually formed of 
more resistant rock than bays. If there are 
different types of rock along a coastline, the 
weaker or softer rock, such as clay, is eroded 
fastest. This leaves more resistant rock types, such 
as granite, sticking out. Headlands can be vulnerable 
to erosion because they stand out from the rest of 
the coast. Over time, other features may develop on 
a headland such as caves, arches, stacks and stumps.
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Questions:
1.Name a social, economic and environmental impact 
of the erosion at the Holderness Coast.
2.Explain all three depositional landforms at the 
coast. 
3. Write a paragraph (30-50 words) to explain how 
glaciers alter the shape of Valleys? 
4. Write a paragraph (30-50 words)explaining 
how deltas are formed.
5. Compare the opportunities and challenges at the 
Holderness Coast. Link this to the landforms found 
at the coast. 

This term we will learn about hydrology, coasts and glaciation. Looking in depth at the processes that occur at the coast.  

Summer Term: Hydrology

Keywords:
Abrasion - When rocks carried by the sea water wear away the landscape e.g. cliff 
face/headland.
Attrition - The wearing down of the load as the rocks and pebbles hit the sea bed 
and each other, breaking into smaller and more rounded pieces.
Cliff - A vertical rock face.
Corrie - A bowl-shaped hollow area formed by glaciation, sometimes containing 
lakes or 'tarns’. 
Glaciation - The build up of ice on the land during colder periods in time.
Headland - A high area of land that extends out into the sea.
Spit - A stretch of beach at one end of a coastline caused by waves depositing 
material.
U-Shaped Valley - A wide valley carved out by glaciers.

Landforms in the Lower Course: Deltas
Deltas are found at the mouth of large river. A delta is
formed when the river deposits its material faster than
the sea can remove it. There are three main types of
delta, named after the shape they create. Arcuate or
fan-shaped is when the land around the river mouth
arches out into the sea and the river splits many times on
the way to the sea, creating a fan effect. Cuspate is
when the land around the mouth of the river juts out
arrow-like into the sea. Bird's foot is when the river
splits on the way to the sea.

Glacial Features in Upland 
Areas 
A corrie or cwm is an example 
of a landform of upland 
glacial erosion. When three or 
more corries grow in hollows 
on all sides of a mountain, 
a pyramidal peak is produced. 
As the corries erode the 
mountain behind them, the 
remaining rock is weathered 
into a sharp point called an 
arete.
How can Glaciers alter the 
shape of Valleys? 
As glaciers move downhill they
change V-shaped valleys into
U-shaped valleys or glacial
troughs. The ice has great
erosive power and removes any
obstacles such as interlocking
spurs. Whereas a river creates
a V-shaped valley because it
acts mainly on the base of the
valley, glaciers fill the valley
and create steep sides and
wide bases.

Case Study: Holderness Coast
The Holderness coast is in the north
east of England. This is one of the
most vulnerable coastlines in the
world and it retreats at a rate of one
to two metres every year. The
problem is caused by:
• Strong prevailing winds creating

longshore drift that moves
material south along the coastline

• The cliffs which are made of a
soft boulder clay, and will
therefore erode quickly,
especially when saturated.

The village of Mappleton, perched on
a cliff top on the Holderness coast,
has approximately 50 properties. Due
to the erosion of the cliffs, the
village is under threat.

In 1991, the decision was taken
to protect Mappleton. A coastal
management scheme costing £2
million was introduced involving two
types of hard engineering placing
rock armour along the base of the
cliff and building two rock groynes.
The rock groynes have stopped beach
material being moved south from
Mappleton along the coast. This
has increased erosion south of
Mappleton. The increased threat
of sea level rise due to climate
change means that other places will
need to consider the sustainability of
coastal defence strategies for the
future.

Glacial Processes: 
The last ice age in the UK took place around 18,000 years ago.
During this time, temperatures remained low throughout the
year and ice sheets and glaciers covered the north of the UK
and other parts of Europe. Glaciers shape the land through the
process of erosion, weathering, transportation and deposition,
creating distinct landforms.

How do Glaciers Erode? 
When gravity causes ice to move down the side of a mountain 
there are two ways in which the rock below is eroded. These 
are plucking and abrasion. Freeze-thaw weathering is a process 
that also affects glacial environments.

Depositional Landforms at the Coast
When water loses its energy, any sediment it is
carrying is deposited. The build-up of deposited
sediment can form different features along the
coast.

Beaches are made up from eroded material that has
been transported from elsewhere and then deposited
by the sea. For this to occur, waves must have
limited energy, so beaches often form in sheltered
areas like bays. Constructive waves build up beaches
as they have a strong swash and a weak backwash.
Sandy beaches are usually found in bays where the
water is shallow and the waves have less energy.
Pebble beaches often form where cliffs are
being eroded, and where there are higher energy
waves.

A spit is an extended stretch of sand or shingle
jutting out into the sea from the land. Spits occur
when there is a change in the shape of the landscape
or there is a river mouth. Sometimes a spit can grow
across a bay, and joins two headlands together. This
landform is known as a bar. They can trap shallow
lakes behind the bar, these are known as lagoons.
Lagoons do not last forever and may be filled up with
sediment.
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The Atlantic slave trade or transatlantic slave trade involved the transportation by slave traders of enslaved African people, mainly to the Americas.

Autumn Term 1 Y8 KS3: Slavery  

Key knowledge:
During the 1400s and the 1500s, strong states began to rise in West Africa. Some of these kingdoms profited 
from the slave trade. Not all African states participated in the slave trade with Europeans. Many African 
societies, however, had practiced slavery well before the Europeans' arrival. Slaves were sometimes taken in war 
or during raids on neighboring groups. In some traditional African societies, slaves might be allowed to gain their 
freedom. Generally, they played a distinct role in society. Europeans, on the other hand, considered slaves as 
property to be bought and sold for profit.
Some Africans who lived in the interior helped the Europeans capture and move slaves. In return they received 
European-made arms and other goods. Neighboring groups either had to participate or be taken as slaves. During 
the years of the slave trade, native populations in some parts of Africa were greatly reduced. As demands for 
slaves increased, population losses had disastrous effects on Africa's development and progress.
Slave trade in the Atlantic was part of a system known as the Triangular Trade. On the first leg of their three-
part journey, often called the Triangular Trade, European ships brought manufactured goods, weapons, even 
liquor to Africa in exchange for slaves; on the second, they transported African men, women, and children to the 
Americas to serve as slaves; and on the third leg, they exported to Europe the sugar, rum, cotton, and tobacco 
produced by the enslaved labor force. Traders referred to the Africa-Americas part of the voyage as the 
"Middle Passage" and the term has survived to denote the Africans' ordeal.

Key Individuals:
John Hawkins -
Business partner of 
Elizabeth I and Britain’s 
first slave trader
Francis Drake – First 
captain to travel the 
world during Elizabeth 
I’s reign
Frederick Douglass
Marrons 
Nanny 
Harriet Tubman 
Olaudah Equiano 
Abraham Lincoln 
William Wilberforce 
John newton 
Sojourner Truth 

Questions:
What were some African cultures like in the 
medieval period?
What contact did African cultures have with 
other cultures?
Why is it important to know about African 
culture before the slave trade?
How has slavery changed over time?
What role did African rulers play in the 
growth of the slave trade?
What made the triangular trade so profitable?
What can the middle passage teach us about 
the slave trade?
How did slaves keep their identities and 
cultures alive on the plantations?
How did slaves oppose their masters?
Why did it take Britain so long to abolish 
slavery?
Why was the slave trade abolished in 1807?
Who was the most significant figure in the 
abolition movement

Keywords:
Trade- to buy and sell 
goods
Slave Trade - When 
human beings are bought 
and sold 
SLAVE-A person who is 
the legal property of 
another and forced to 
obey them
Arms race- An arms 
race, in its original usage, 
is a competition between 
two or more states to 
have the best armed 
forces
Chattel slavery- is a 
specific bondage 
relationship where the 
slave is treated as the 
property of the owner
"Middle Passage" and the 
term has survived to 
denote the Africans' 
ordeal
AUCTION: Slaves were 
paraded in front of 
buyers and examined like 
cattle. They were made to 
stand on a box and buyers 
would ‘bid’ on them. They 
were sold to the person 
who paid the most.
SCRAMBLE: The slave 
trader would set a fixed 
price for his slaves. At a 
given signal, drumbeat or 
horn, the buyers would 
rush and grab the slaves 
they wanted. Whoever 
grabbed a slave first was 
now the owner.
Abolition: to stop 
something  making it 
illegal

Key 
dates:
1684-
first 
British 
slave ship 
leaves 
Africa
1739-
Maroons 
1791-Haiti
1831- Nat 
Turner 
1833-
Abolition 
of slave 
trade
1839-
Amistad 

I can:
1. Explain the causes of the 

end of the Transatlantic 
slave traded.  

2. Evaluate the most 
important reason for the 
end of the slave trade.

3. Evaluate the validity of 
Historians interpretations. 

4. Explain the reasons why 
Britain got involved in the 
slave trade. 

5. Identify the key features 
if the African Empires. 

6. Identify how slaves 
resisted their masters and 
the punishments they 
faced through valid source 

inferences.

Prove it: 

1.) The main reasons why the 
Transatlantic slave trade ended was….
2) Decide which cause(s) was/were the 

most imprint 
80%: The most important reason 
was…….. I think this because 
3) Write at least one reason 
Historians have different 
interpretations on African civilisations.  
4) The Main reasons why Britain got 
involved in the slave trade were…
5) 30%: Life in Africa under the ruling 
of the African empires were……..
6) I can infer from this source that 
slaves resisted their masters by… the 
detail that shows me this is. 
I can infer from this source that slaves 
were punished by their masters by… the 
detail that shows me this is. 
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Industrial Revolution, was the transition to new manufacturing processes in Europe

Autumn Term 2 Y8 KS3: The industrial revolution   

Key knowledge:
In 1750, more people worked on the land than lived in cities and therefore the landowners had a lot of 
power
Tenant Farmers rented land from a lord and then hired people to work on their land – these people 
were called labourers.
Villages also had three or four open fields or common land for poorer people to use. As time went on 
more and more enclosures were eating into this land, turning them into smaller fields and surrounding 
them with fences
This was very bad news for the poorest people, they had nowhere to graze their animals and the small 
money they had raised from milk, butter and cheese dried up.
Before 1700, most clothes were made out of wool and were made at home. This was called the 
Domestic Industry. As a result of the Industrial Revolution and a growing population, clothes were 
increasingly made in factories. As more factories were being built, more and more workers were 
needed. Factory owners began to realise that children and poor women were cheaper to employ 
than healthy men. As a result more and more children began to work long hours in factories and mills.
In 1840 the government set up a royal commission to investigate the conditions in the mine.
In 1842 – the report was published but mine owners said that it was exaggerated.

Key Individuals:

George II is the 
King of Great 
Britain
Henry Pelham is 
the Prime Minister
Victoria is the 
Queen of Great 
Britain
Lord Salisbury is 
the Prime Minister
Jack the ripper 

Questions:

Why did England 
industrialise  faster 
How did the Agricultural 
revolution start?
How did factories develop?
What was life for workers 
in the factories?
What was life like for 
children in in the factories?
How did people protest  
against the upper class?
How did parliament improve 
the conditions in cities 
slums?
What was crime link in 
Victorian London? 

Keywords:
industrial: 
relating to 
factories, the 
people who 
work in 
factories, or 
the things 
made in 
factories
Enclosure was 
the legal 
process in 
England of 
closing small 
landholdings 
into larger 
farms.
Luddites  -
These  are 
people who 
fear changes in 
technology as 
it damages 
their lively 
hood. These 
people were 
lead by Ned 
Ludd in 1811 -
1817.
Urbanization is 
a word for 
becoming more 
like a city.

Key dates:

he spinning mule 
became self-acting 
(automatic) in 1830s.
In 1833, the 
government passed a 
law to protect children 
in factories,
In 1854, government 
officials in Newcastle-
upon-Tyne found that 
about 50 per cent of 
families had only a 
single room
1865- working class 
men get the right to 
vote
The Public Health Act 
of 1875

I can:
1. Explain the reasons why 

Britain was able to 
indurtialise so quickly.  

2. Evaluate the most important 
impact of the industrial 
revolution on British 
society.

3. Evaluate the usefulness of 
primary sources in 
understanding the living 
conditions in city slums. 

4. Explain the reasons why the 
British government started 
to improve living conditions 
for the working class. 

5. Identify the key features 
crime during the industrial 
revolution. 

Prove it: 

1.) The main reasons why the Britain 
was able to indurtialise so quickly 
were….
2) Decide what was the most 

important impact of this was…
80%: The most important impact 
was…….. I think this because 
3) This source is useful to a 
historian because( provenance) from 
my own outside knowledge I know...  
4) The Main reasons why British 
government began to improve living 
conditions for the working class 
were…
5) 30%: The main crimes committed in 
Victorian London were… 
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The British Empire comprised the dominions, colonies, protectorates, mandates, and other territories ruled or administered by the United Kingdom and its predecessor states

Spring Term 3 Y8 KS3: The British Empire 

Key knowledge:
The British Empire began to take shape during the early 17th century, with 
the English settlement of North America and the smaller islands of the 
Caribbean, and the establishment of joint-stock companies, most notably 
the East India Company, to administer colonies and overseas trade.
Ideas about race were important in gaining and keeping control of territory. 
British attitudes and beliefs both about other races made colonialism and 
imperialism possible. By the end of the Victorian period, British people 
believed that they were racially superior and often referred to other 
nationalities as ‘inferior’. These ideas went further. If British people were 
superior then they had the right, some said, to ‘educate’ inferior races. 
Racist myths were used to justify the conquest of other countries. In other 
words, it made the British people feel better about attacking other 
countries, as it was done in the name of bettering ‘inferior’ races. 

Key Individuals:
Elizabeth 1

Walter Raliegh
Sir Francis Drake 
Henry Morgan 
the Mughal Empire
Robert Clive
Lord Richard 
Wellesley
James Ramsey
Humphrey Gilbert
Mangal Pandey 
Thomas Brassey
Charles Moberly 
Bell

Questions:

Why was the British empire 
so big?
How important was the role 
of key individuals in 
expanding the British 
empire?   
Why did the British 
colonise India?
What impact did British 
rule have on India?
What caused the Indian 
Mutiny?
What impact did the British 
empire have on its people?
Why did Britain loose an 
empire? 

Keywords:
Empire: A 
large group of 
states or 
countries 
ruled over by 
a single 
independent 
country
Colony: A 
country or 
area under 
the full or 
partial 
political 
control of 
another 
country and 
occupied by 
settlers from 
that country.
Colonisation: 
A group of 
people who 
seek to take 
control of 
territories or 
countries
Sepoy- The 
Indian 
soldiers that 
worked for 
the British 
east Indian 
Company.
Mutiny- Is 
when 
soldiers turn 
against their 
commanding 
officer.

Key dates:
In 1578, Elizabeth I 
granted a patent to 
Humphrey Gilbert for 
discovery and overseas 
exploration
British cultural life 
that had been 
introduced in India 
about 1820
Doctrine of Lapse 
1848 to 1859
Indian Mutiny- 1857-
58
1997- The transfer of 
Hong Kong to China in 
1997 marked for many 
the end of the British 
Empire

I can:
1. Explain the reasons 

why British empire was 
so big.  

2. Evaluate the most 
important reason why 
the British empire was 
so big.

3. Evaluate the usefulness 
of primary sources in 
understanding the 
impact of the British 
empire on people. 

4. Explain the reasons 
why the Sepoy’s 
mutinied 

5. Identify the key 
features the British 
empire

Prove it: 

1.) The main reasons why the British empire  
was so big were….
2) Decide what was the most important 

reason why the British  empire was so big…
80%: The most important impact was…….. 
I think this because 
3) This source is useful to a historian 
studying the impact of the British empire 
because( provenance) from my own outside 
knowledge I know...  
4) The Main reasons why the Sepoy’s 
mutinied were because…
5) 30%: Write a list of characteristics that 
are specific to the British Empire… 
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Spring Term 4 Y8 KS3: WW1

Key knowledge:
World War I began in 1914 after the 
assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand and 
lasted until 1918. During the conflict, Germany, 
Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria and the Ottoman 
Empire (the Central Powers) fought against 
Great Britain, France, Russia, Italy, Romania, 
Japan and the United States (the Allied 
Powers). Thanks to new military technologies and 
the horrors of trench warfare, World War I saw 
large number destruction. By the time the war 
was over and the Allied Powers claimed victory, 
more than 16 million people—soldiers and 
civilians alike—were dead.

Key Individuals:
Cecil Rhodes
Franz Ferdinand

Gavrilo Princip
Schlieffen
Dorothy Lawrence

Norman Manley
Indian medical officer 
Captain Heerajee
Cursetjee
Wilhelm II
Nicholas II
David Lloyd George
Georges Clemenceau

Questions:

How did the Scramble the scramble 
for Africa cause tensions in Europe?
What were the long term causes of 
WW1?
What were the short causes of 
WW1?
Why did WWI end up in stalemate?
What was trench warfare?
Why was this a World war?
How did soldiers experiences differ?
What was the role of women in WW1?
Why did the Allie win WW1?
What was the impact of ww1 on 
Europe?
What was the treaty of Versailles? 

Keywords:
Britain, 
France and 
Germany 
became rivals, 
fighting over 
land in Africa. 
They all 
wanted a 
bigger Empire. 
We call this 
imperialism.
Militarism: 
means the 
building up of 
armies. 
Countries do 
this when 
they think a 
war might 
start soon. 
Alliance: is 
when two 
countries 
become 
friends and 
help each 
other.
Stalemate: a 
situation in 
which further 
action or 
progress by 
opposing or 
competing 
parties seems 
impossible.
"the war had 
again reached 
stalemate“
Trench: a 
long, narrow 

ditch.

Key dates:

In 1896 a rebellion broke 
out in the Cape Colony.
In 1882, rebellions in 
Cairo against all 
foreigners, led Britain to 
take control of northern 
Egypt in order to protect 
the Suez Canal
June 28, 1914- Franz 
Ferdinand was shot.
the Germans decided to 
enter by force 
and invaded Belgium on 
Aug. 4, 1914.
On April 6, 1917, the 
U.S. joined
November 1918- end of 
WW1
October 1918- TREATY 
of Versailles 

I can:
1. Explain the reasons why 

WW1 started.  
2. Evaluate the most 

important reason why 
WW1 started.

3. Evaluate the usefulness 
of primary sources in 
understanding what life 
was like in the trenches

4. Explain the different 
experiences people had 
in WW1

5. Evaluate different 
historians 
interpretations on the 
impact of WW1 on 
women.

Prove it: 

1.) The main reasons why WW1 
started were….
2) Decide what was the most 

important reason why world war one 
stared was…
80%: The most important reason 
was…….. I think this because 
3) This source is useful to a 
historian studying life in the 
trenches because( provenance) from 
my own outside knowledge I know...  
4) People had different experiences 
during the war were different 
because…
5) 30%: Historians have different 
opinions on the impact of WW1 
because… 

World War I began on July 28, 1914, when Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia. This seemingly small conflict between two countries spread rapidly
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Summer Term 5 Y8 KS3: WW2

Key knowledge:
World War II, also called Second World War, conflict that 
involved virtually every part of the world during the years 
1939–45. The principal belligerents were the Axis powers—
Germany, Italy, and Japan—and the Allies—France, Great 
Britain, the United States, the Soviet Union, and, to a lesser 
extent, China.6
Germany was blamed for the First World War (1914-1918).  
The new Weimar Republic had to sign the armistice to end 
the war and the Treaty of Versailles to finalise the peace 
settlement with the Allies (Britain, France and the USA).  
The Treaty placed military restrictions on Germany, took 
away much of her land and set high reparations payments.  
The Weimar government was blamed by many Germans for 
accepting this harsh peace

Key Individuals:

Neville Chamberlain
Hitler 
Stalin
Winston Churchill
Harry S. Truman.
Emperor Hirohito. 
Benito Mussolini
Joseph Goebbels

Questions:
Who was Adolf Hitler?
Did the Treaty of 
Versailles cause WW2?
Why did chamberlain 
appease Hitler?
Why and how did the 
second world war breakout?
What was the most 
significant turning point in 
WW2?
How was the Nazi’s finally 
defeated? 
Was WW2 truly global?
How did the war effect 
local area’s?
What was the Holocaust? 
How did WW2 lead to social 
changes in Europe? 

Keywords:

Armistice-An 
agreement between 
two countries to stop 
fighting
Reparations- The 
compensation which 
the Allies made 
Germany pay at the 
end of the First 
World War, because 
they said Germany 
caused the war
Hyperinflation-
Extreme inflation 
where prices rise 
extremely quickly 
and money loses 
nearly all its value
Holocaust-the World 
War II genocide of 
the European Jews.
Genocide- the mass 
killing of people from 
a specific ethnic 
group 
Rearmament- the 
process of equipping 
military forces with 
a new supply of 
weapons.
Lebensraum-The 
territory which a 
group, state, or 
nation believes is 
needed for its 
natural development.

Key dates:

7 July 1937: Clash 
near the Marco Polo 
Bridge, close to 
Beijing. ...
10 May 1940: Germans 
launch offensive in the 
West. ...
12 August 1940: Battle 
of Britain begins. ...
22 June 1941: 
Launching of 
Operation Barbarossa. 
7 December 1941: 
Attack on Pearl 
Harbor. ...
4 June 1942: Battle of 
Midway.

I can:
1. Explain the reasons why 

WW2 started.  
2. Evaluate the most 

important reason why 
WW2 started.

3. Evaluate the usefulness of 
primary sources in 
understanding the 
Holocaust

4. Explain the effects of 
the Blitz and the Battle 
for Britain on British 
people

5. Evaluate the significance 
of the war on social 
changes in Britain e.g. 
NHS.

Prove it: 

1.) The main reasons why WW2 
started were….
2) Decide what was the most 

important reason why world war two 
stared was…
80%: The most important reason 
was…….. I think this because 
3) This source is useful to a historian 
studying the Holocaust because( 
provenance) from my own outside 
knowledge I know...  
4) Key battles such as the Battle for 
Britain had a massive impact on 
British people because…
5) 30%: WW2 played a major role in 
the social changes in Britain that 
occurred afterwards because… 

World War II started in 1939 when Germany invaded Poland. Great Britain and France responded by declaring war on Germany.
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Summer Term 6 Y8 KS3: Comparative Civil Rights

Key knowledge:
The comparative study between the Civil rights movement in 
the 1950s and the issues faced by Black British Migrants in 
1940s and 1950s. The British empire originated with the 
overseas possessions and trading posts that were established 
by England between the 16th and the 18th early century. By 
1912, the British Empire had over 412 million subjects, and 
controlled 24% of the world’s total land area. As a result, its 
political, legal, language and cultural legacy is widespread. At 
its height, it was the biggest global power, and it was claimed 
that ”the sun never set[s] on the British empire.” This was used 
to describe the empire as its size and influence around the 
globe meant that the sun was always shining on at least one of 
its territories. The Civil War abolished slavery, but it did not 
end discrimination. African Americans, along with help from 
many white colleagues, mobilized and began an exceptional 
journey for equality. Here are the major boycotts, movements 
and marches instrumental in bringing social change during 
the civil rights movement.

Key 
Individuals:
Malcom x
Martin Luther 
King
Rosa parks
Claudia Jones
Emmett Till
Teddy boys
The Stephen 
Lawrence Inquiry
Black Panthers
Black British 
Panthers

Angela Davis

Questions:

What was life like for black people in America & Britain in the 
early 20th century?
How different was life for black people in Britain and America 
in the early 20th century?
How important was the contribution of black soldiers to allied 
victory in WW2
Was WW2 turning point in the American Civil Rights 
movement?
How significant was the journey of HMS Windrush?
How did the Civil Rights movement impact social change in the 
1950s?
Which civil rights leader was the most significant?
What can the bus boycotts in Montgomery and Bristol tell us 
about life for black people at this time?
How important have legal changes been in promoting 

civil rights?
How significant was the 1964 Civil Rights Act?
What were the consequences of Brown Vs the Board of 
Education?
What are the consequences of police brutality?
Has equal rights been achieved?

Keywords:
Segregation-the action or 
state of setting someone or 
something apart from 
others.
Emancipation 
Proclamation-which 
declared that as of January 
1, 1863, all slaves in the 
states currently engaged in 
rebellion against the Union 
“shall be then, 
thenceforward, and forever 
free.”
Reconstruction-the period 
1865–77 following the 
American Civil War, during 
which the southern states 
of the Confederacy were 
controlled by federal 
government and social 
legislation, including the 
granting of new rights to 
black people, was 
introduced.
Legislation- the process of 
making or enacting laws.
Constitution- a body of 
fundamental principles that 
a country has to rule by.
Migration- Human 
migration is the movement 
of people from one place to 
another with the intentions 
of settling, permanently or 
temporarily, at a new 
location.
Jim crow laws- Were 
state and local laws that 
enforced racial segregation 
in the Southern United 
States.

Key dates:
1865- end of civil 
war
1948- Windrush
1954- brown vs 
the board of 
education
1957-Little rock 
9
1958- race 
relations act
Notting hill riots.
1964- Civil Rights 
Act.
The New Cross 
house fire- 1981

I can:
1. Explain the Jim crow 

laws were abolished?
2. Evaluate the most 

important reason why the 
Jim crow laws were 
abolished.

3. Evaluate the usefulness of 
primary sources in 
understanding the impact 
of the media on the civil 
rights movement. 

4. Explain the reasons why 
the Windrush generation 
struggled to settle in 
Britain  

5. Explain one way the Civil 
rights movement 
mimicked the experiences 
of the generation 
Windrush? 

Prove it: 

1.) The main reasons why the Jim 
crow laws were abolished were….
2) Decide what was the most 

important reason why the Jim crow 
laws were abolished…
80%: The most important impact 
was…….. I think this because 
3) This source is useful to a 
historian studying the impact of 
the media on the civil rights 
movement because( provenance) 
from my own outside knowledge I 
know...  
4) The Main reasons why the 
Windrush generation struggled 
was…
5) 30%: One way in which the 
Windrush generation experiences 
were similar to the civil rights 
movement was….
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Types of malware:

Trojan: type of malware that is often disguised as 
legitimate software

Virus: replicates by copying itself to another 
program, computer boot sector or document and 
changes how a computer works

Worms: spreads copies of itself from computer to 
computer

This unit will enable learners to understand how to stay safe when using the internet. 

Autumn Term: E Safety

Computer Misuse Act 1990:
1. Unauthorised access to 
computer material
2. Unauthorised access with 
intent to commit or 
facilitate a crime
3. Unauthorised modification 
of computer material.

Keywords:

Fraud: wrongful or criminal deception 
intended to result in financial or personal 
gain

Scams: a dishonest scheme/ fraud 

Malware: software that is specifically 
designed to disrupt, damage, or gain 
unauthorized access to a computer system

Hacking: the gaining of unauthorised access 
to data in a system or computer

Phishing:cybercrime in which victims are 
contacted by email, telephone or text 
message by someone posing as a legitimate 
business

Questions:
1. How can you prevent your computer from viruses?
2. What would be an example of breaking the computer misuse act?
3. What is the symbol for copyright?
4. Give 3 ways you should sit at a computer to ensure health and safety 
5. How can you prevent yourself from being a victim of identity theft?

Copyright facts
• Copyright is automatic and there is no need to register for it.
• The symbol © indicates copyright but a piece of work is still covered 

without it.
• does not last forever and will expire after a certain period of time.
• It is illegal to share copyrighted material on the internet without 

the copyright owner’s permission.
• If you create a piece of work for your employer, the copyright 

usually belongs to them.

Identity theft:
Identity theft can involve these risks:
 Loss of bank details
 Someone pretending to be the victim.
 Making payments as the victim.
 they can steal your passport and travel around 

with it
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This unit will enable learners to understand the different elements that make up a computer

Autumn Term: How a computer works

Keywords:
Hardware = Physical parts of the computer 

Input device = Provides data from the user 
to the computer

Output device = Provides data from the 
computer to the user

Binary = Only uses two digits — 0 and 1. 
Computers operate in binary, meaning 
they store data and perform calculations 
using only zeros and ones

Questions:
1. Name 4 input devices 
2. Convert the following numbers into binary – 45, 20, 78
3. What is the role of the CPU?
4. Explain in your own words the impact that cores, clock speed and cache can have on the cpu

Binary

Computers use binary - the digits 0 and 1 
- to store data.

Computer components:

 Motherboard = printed circuit board that 
allows the all other computer hardware 
components to communicate with each other

 Hard drive = Long term memory
 RAM = Short term memory
 Fan = Prevents the computer from over 

heating
 CPU = Brain of the computer. Carries out 

instructions

CPU:

 Cache = Stores recently used information 
so that it can be quickly accessed at a 
later time

 Cores = A processing unit 
 Clock speed = s the rate at which a 

processor can complete a processing cycle
 ALU = carries out arithmetic and logic 

operations
 CU = selects and retrieves instructions 

from the main memory
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Spring Term: Spreadsheets

This unit will enable learners to develop their understanding of spreadsheets, including how to 
use formulas and create charts in Excel.
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This unit will enable learners to develop their understanding of spreadsheets, including how to use formulas and create charts in Excel.

Spring Term: Spreadsheets

Questions
1) What is a function?
2) What is a formula?
3) Name 5 functions?
4) Describe two functions?
5) What is a cell reference?
6) What does the sort and filter tool do?
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Spring Term: Photopea

Photopea is an advanced image editor, which can work with both raster and vector graphics. You can use it for 
simple tasks, such as resizing images, as well as complex tasks, such as designing webpages, creating 
illustrations, processing photographs and more.

This unit will teach you how to use Photopea step by step. We will start with basic tasks and gradually progress 
to more complex features. 

Keyword Definition

Brush tool is a basic artistic tool. It lets us draw strokes with a foreground color onto an existing 
layer. At the top menu, we can choose the blend mode and the opacity of our strokes.

Pencil is very similar to the Brush tool, but it creates sharp edges.

Spot Healing Brush tool This tool allows you to remove unwanted object and artefacts from a picture

Clone stamp lets us copy the content from one part of the layer into another part. First, we hold the 
Alt key and click on the layer, to choose the source of cloning. Then we simply draw strokes in 
another part, which are filled with the content from the source part. Decrease the Hardness of a 
brush, so that new strokes have smooth edges, to make a smooth transition between the old and the 
new content.

Text Tool Putting text into images is an essential operation of image editing. Photopea offers a rich set 
of tools for working with text. Text is stored in PSD documents inside Type Layers, which have a 
thumbnail with a capital letter T on it.

Gradient Tool The Gradient tool creates a gradual blend between multiple colors. You can choose from 
preset gradient fills or create your own.

The Zoom tool allows you to zoom in and zoom out at different places of the image. Just select the tool (in the 
toolbar on the left) and click on the image.

The Hand tool allows you to move the view to different parts of the image. Choose the Hand tool in the toolbar, 
then click and drag on the image to navigate to other places
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Spring Term: Image Editing software

Questions:
1) Name two type of Image 
editing software
2) Which tool allows you to 
draw strokes?
3) Name the tool that can 
create sharp edges
4) The tool that can remove 
unwanted objects is known as 
the ________
5) Which key on the keyboard 
is important when using the 
clone stamp tool?
6) How do you undo your 
previous action?

Find the Gradient Tool

Opacity

The Blend mode

You can change 
the type of 
gradient
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Spring Term: Photopea- Image Editing software

Questions:
1. What is an algorithm?
2. How can algorithms be represented?
3. What are variables?
4. What is a terrain in Kodu?
5. What is a path in Kodu?

Find the Spot Healing 
brush above the brush 
tool
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This unit will enable learners to understand computational thinking and programming techniques

Selection is a decision or question. 

Algorithm: A sequence of logical instructions for carrying out a 
task. In computing, algorithms are needed to design computer 
programs.
Flowchart: A diagram that shows a process, made up of   boxes 
representing steps, decision, inputs and outputs.
Instruction: A single action that can be performed by a 
computer processor.
Programming: The process of writing computer software.
Programming language: A language used by a programmer to 
write a piece of software. There are many programming 
languages.
Pseudocode: A method of writing up a set of instructions for a 
computer program using plain English. This is a good way of 
planning a program before coding.
Variable: In a computer program, this is a memory  location 
where values are stored.

Selection Iteration

At some point, a program may need to ask a question
because it has reached a step where one or more options
are available. Depending on the answer given, the program
will follow a certain step and ignore the others.

Iteration is the process of repeating steps. 
Iteration allows us to simplify our algorithm by stating that
we will repeat certain steps until told otherwise. This
makes designing algorithms quicker and simpler because
they don’t have to include lots of unnecessary steps.

Summary 

Programming is writing computer code to create a program, in order to solve a problem. Programs consist of a series of instructions 
to tell a computer exactly what to do and how to do it. 

An algorithm is a set of instructions that describes how to get something done. It is crucial that the steps in an algorithm are 
sequenced and performed in the right order - otherwise the algorithm will not work         correctly. Algorithms can be designed using 
pseudocode and flow charts. They are written using statements and expressions. There are three basic building blocks (constructs) 
to use when designing algorithms: sequencing, selection and iteration. We create programs to implement algorithms. Algorithms 
consist of steps, where programs consist of. 

In programming, iteration is often referred to as ‘looping’, because when a program iterates it ‘loops’ to an earlier step. It is 
implemented using FOR and WHILE statements. Selection is implemented in programming using IFstatements.   

Algorithms consist of instructions that are carried out 
(performed) one after another. 

Sequencing
Sequencing is the specific order in which               

instructions are performed in an algorithm. 

Variable 
Computer programs use variables to store information. 
Variables could be used to store the score in a game, the
number of cars in a car park or the cost of items on a till.
They work in a similar way to algebra, where a letter in
your code can stand for a number.

Algorithms can be represented as pseudocode & flowchart, and 

programming is the translation of these into a computer program.

Entering a room

Summer Term: Programming - Kodu
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This unit will enable learners to understand computational thinking and programming techniques

Summer Term: Programming - Kodu

Keyword Definition

Terrain Stretch of land

Path A set path to follow

Kodu A sprite/character In 
your game

Program 
Code

A list of coded 
instructions

World Stage within your game

Scoring Scoring points within your 
game.

Questions:
1. What is an algorithm?
2. How can algorithms be represented?
3. What are variables?
4. What is a terrain in Kodu?
5. What is a path in Kodu?
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This unit will enable learners to understand a range of creative media E.g. animations, web design, graphic design etc

Summer Term: IDEA –Maker Project

Click to add text
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Summer Term: IDEA Maker Project

Keywords:

Animation
Frame
Illusion
Sequence
Story board
Audio
Onion skinning
Consistency
Text

Web Design
Html
Consistent design
Colour scheme
Navigation bar
Purpose of websites: persuade, inform 
and entertain

This unit will enable learners to understand a range of creative media E.g. animations, web design, graphic design etc
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Verbs are easy!
In most languages, verbs are tricky: I am / you are / he is
In Mandarin the verb always stays the same! 
我是老师 wǒ shì lǎo shī I am a teacher
他是老师 tā shì lǎo shī He is a teacher
你们是老师 nǐ men shì lǎo shī You are teachers

Talking school – learning school subjects, telling the time, discussing your school and timetable

Autumn Term 1: School Year 8 Half Term 1

Questions:

1）今天星期几？ jīn tiān xīng qī jǐ?  What day is it today?                            今天星期一 Today is Monday
2）你几点有数学课？ nǐ jǐ diǎn yǒu shù xué kè?  When do you have maths lesson?           我十点有数学课 I have maths at 10 o’clock    

3）你喜欢什么课？ nǐ xǐ huān shén me kè? What lessons do you like?                      我喜欢中文课 I 
like Chinese

School Subjects:
中文 zhōng wén Chinese
英文 yīng wén English
发文 fā wén French
德文 dé wén German
科学 kē xué science
数学 shù xué maths
历史 lì shǐ history
地理 dì lǐ geography
体育 tǐ yù PE
音乐 yīn yuè music
课 kè lesson
节 jié M.W lesson School:

学校 xué xiào school
学 xué to study
上学 shàng xué to go to class
放学 fàng xué to finish class
吃 chī to eat
午饭 wǔ fàn lunch
班 bān class
学生 xué shēng student
男 nán male
女 nǚ female
英国 yīng guó England 
中国 zhōng guó China
多少 duō shǎo how many

Time:
几点 jǐ diǎn What time
点 diǎn o’clock
半 bàn half past  
刻 kè quarter past
分 fēn minutes
上午 shàng wǔ morning   
中午 zhōng wǔ noon
下午 xià wǔ afternoon  

Asking how many: 几 jǐ means ‘how many’ or ‘how much’
It is always used with a m.w. and expecting a low number in reply:
你家有几口人？nǐ jiā yǒu jǐ kǒu rén How many people in your family
今天星期几？ jīn tiān xīng qī jǐ What day of the week is it today?

The order of time words
The time order of words in a Chinese sentence is always from least specific to the most specific. 
(Year - Month - Day of the Week - Time)
我星期一上午十点有中文课。wǒ xīng qī yī shàng wǔ shí diǎn yǒu zhōng wén kè.
Lit: I Monday morning 10 have Chinese lesson = I have a Chinese lesson at 10am on Monday
我八月三日下午三点看电影。wǒ bā yuè sān rì xià wǔ sān diǎn kàn diàn yǐng
LitL I September 3rd afternoon watch a film = I will watch a film in the afternoon on 3rd Sept.

Turning the singular into the plural
To turn pronouns into the plural -
you add 们 men after the singular
I     我 wǒ we         我们 wǒ men
you  你 nǐ you (pl) 你们 nǐ men
he   他 tā they      他们 tā men

Using 什么 shén me:
As you know 什么 shén me means ‘what’. It normally goes at the end of the sentence. 
Sometimes it is followed by a noun to make it more specific:
你喜欢什么？nǐ xǐ huān shén me? You like what? (The answer could be anything)
你喜欢什么课？nǐ xǐ huān shén me kè? You like what lesson (The answer must be a lesson!)

There are two ways to use 在 zài:
As a verb 在 means ‘to be located’

As a preposition 在 means ‘in /on /at’
subj. + 在 + place + verb

我在北京学习 wǒ zài běijīng xué xí
I in Beijing study
我在家上网 wǒ zài jiā shàng wǎng
I at home surf the net
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Discussing food, meals and learning how to order in a restaurant

Autumn Term 1: Food and Drink Year 8 Half Term 2

Getting the word order correct:
When you talk about meals, you need to remember the following 
word order structure:

Subject + Meal + Verb + Food
我 早饭 吃 面包
wǒ zǎo fàn chī miàn bāo

‘I breakfast eat bread’ = I eat bread for breakfast
他晚饭喝水。 = _________________________
She  eats fried rice for lunch. = ______________________

Main Foods:
面 miàn wheat
面包 miàn bāo bread
面条 miàn tiáo noodles
米饭 mǐ fàn rice (cooked)
炒饭 chǎo fàn fried rice
炒面 chǎo miàn fried noodles
饺子 jiǎo zi dumplings
包子 bāo zi steamed bun
菜 cài vegetable
比萨饼 bǐ sà bǐng pizza
巧克力 qiǎo kè lì chocolate
冰淇淋 bīng qí lín ice cream
水果 shuǐ guǒ fruit

Main Drinks:
水 shuǐ water
茶 chá tea
咖啡 kā fēi coffee
牛奶 niú nǎi milk
可乐 kě lè cola
果汁 guǒ zhī fruit juice

Key Measure Words:
碗 wǎn bowl
杯 bēi cup/glass
瓶 píng bottle

Main Meals:
饭 fàn meal
早饭 zǎo fàn breakfast
午饭 wǔ fàn lunch
晚饭 wǎn fàn dinner
小吃 xiǎo chī snack
点心 diǎn xīn dim sumKey Verbs:

喜欢 xǐ huān to like
吃 chī to eat
喝 hē to drink
想 xiǎng would like
炒 chǎo to stir-fry

The link between animals and food / drink:
牛 niú cow                   肉 ròu meat
羊 yáng sheep               奶 nǎi milk
猪 zhū pig                   蛋 dàn egg
鸡 jī chicken
First you take the animal & add the part to 
eat/drink:

羊肉 yáng ròu sheep meat = lamb/mutton
牛奶 niú nǎi cow milk = milk 
鸡蛋 jī dàn chicken egg = egg

In a restaurant Questions:
1. 你喜欢吃什么? nǐ xǐ huān chī shén me? What do you like to eat?
2. 他早饭喝什么？tā zǎo fàn / hē shén me? What does he eat for breakfast?
3. 你想吃/喝什么？nǐ xiǎng chī /hē shén me? What would you like to eat / drink?

In a restaurant - A typical conversation:
Waiter: 你想吃/喝什么？nǐ xiǎng chī / hē shén me?

What would you like to eat / drink?
Guest:  你们有…吗？nǐ men yǒu... ma? 

Do you have…?
Waiter: 我们有/没有… wǒ men yǒu / méi yǒu… 

We (don’t) have…
Guest:   我们想吃/喝… wǒ men xiǎng chī / hē… 

We would like … to eat / drink.
Waiter: 你喜欢吃/喝…吗？nǐ xǐ huān chī / hē... ma? 

Do you like… to eat / drink?
Guest:   我喜欢/不喜欢… wǒ xǐ huān /bù xǐ huān chī / hē… 

I like to eat / drink…

In a restaurant Answers:
1. 我喜欢吃… wǒ xǐ huān chī… I like to eat…
2. 他早饭喝…tā zǎo fàn / hē… He eats… for breakfast?
3. 我想吃/喝... wǒ xiǎng chī / hē… I would like to eat / drink…
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China - Regional Food

Spring Term 1: Food and Drink Year 8 Half Term 2

饺子 - Dumplings 包子 - Steamed Buns

炒面 - Fried Noodles炒饭 - Fried Rice

烤鸭 kǎo yā - Peking duck辣子鸡 là zǐ jī - Spicy Chicken

煎饼 jiān bǐng - Chinese pancake 点心 diǎn xīn - Dim Sum

l
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Talking about weather, how you travel, where you like to go and where you have been.

Spring Term 2: Holidays Year 8 Half Term 3

The past tense using 了:
To create the past tense in Mandarin is straightforward.
Placing the simple character 了 le after a verb, indicates than an 
action is completed:
我去中国 wǒ qù zhōng guó I go to China
我去了中国 wǒ qù le zhōng guó I went to China
To make a negative, you need to use 没 méi not 不 bù.
我没去中国 wǒ méi qù zhōng guó I did not go to China
我没看电影 wǒ méi kàn diàn yǐng I did not watch a film
With a verb-objects such as 打网球 上网, you put 了le after the 
verb, before the noun:

Modes of Transport:
火车 huǒ chē train
汽车 qì chē car
公共汽车 gōng gòng qì chē bus
出租车 chū zū chē taxi
自行车 zì xíng chē bike
飞机 fēi jī plane
船 chuán   boat

Weather:
天气 tiān qì weather
风 fēng wind
雨 yǔ rain
雪 xuě snow
云 yún cloudy
雾 wù fog
晴天 qíng tiān clear day
热 rè hot
冷 lěng cold

Countries
中国 zhōng guó China
英国 yīng guó England
法国 fǎ guó France
德国 dé guó Germany
美国 měi guó USA
日本 rì běn Japan
西班牙 xī bān yá Spain
印度 yìn dù India
巴基斯坦 bā jī sī tǎn Pakistan
澳大利亚 ào dà lì yà Australia

Key Verbs:
说 shuō to speak
去 qù to go
散步 sàn bù to walk
滑雪 huá xuě to ski
坐 zuò to sit/go by
骑 qí to ride on

Coutries / Nationalities / Languages:
To talk about nationality in Chinese, you simply add ‘人’ 
rén after the name of the country.
中国 becomes 中国人 zhōng guó rén
To say the name of the language, you normally replace ‘国' 
guó with ‘语’ yǔ
英国 becomes 英语 yīng yǔ
For countries without ‘国‘ you normally add ‘语‘ after the 
country. 西班牙 becomes 西班牙语 xī bān yá yǔ
China is the exception with: 
中文 zhōng wén and 汉语 hàn yǔ

Holiday Questions:
1. 英国天气好不好? yīng guó tiānqì hǎo bù hǎo? What is the weather in the UK like?
2. 你是哪国人？nǐ shì nǎ guó rén? What nationality are you?
3. 你昨天去哪儿？nǐ zuó tiān qù nǎér? Where did you go yesterday?
4. 你怎么去？ nǐ zěnme qù? How did you get there??

Doing something with somebody:
To say you do something with somebody, remember the structure:

person A 和 (hé) person B 一起 (yì qǐ)+ verb
Peter 和 Paul 一起滑雪 Peter hé Paul yì qǐ huá xuě

Peter and Paul together ski i.e. Peter goes skiing with Paul

Holiday Answers:
1. 英国天气… yīng guó tiānqì… The weather in the UK is…
2. 我是… wǒ shì… I am…
3. 我昨天去... wǒ zuó tiān qù… Yesterday I went to…
4. 我们坐骑。。。去 wǒ xiǎng We went by…

Modes of Transport:
地方 dì fāng place
海边 hǎi biān seaside
山区 shān qū mountains
农村 nóng cūn countryside
城市 chéng shì city

When do you use 坐 zuò and 骑 qí?
For most means of transport you use 坐 ‘to sit / take’
You use 骑 which means ‘to ride on the back of’ for horses, bikes, etc. 
我坐飞机。wǒ zuò fēi jī ‘I sit on a plane’ - I go by plane
我骑自行车。wǒ qí zì xíng chē ‘I ride on the back of a bike’ - I cycle
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The World

Spring Term 2: Holidays Year 8 Half Term 3

中国
日本
印度
巴基斯坦

澳大利亚

英国法国德国西班牙

美国
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Describing yourself, what you wear and where you live as well as your daily routine

Spring Term 2: All about me Year 8 Half Term 4

Appearance Vocab:
高 gāo tall
矮 ǎi short
胖 pàng fat
瘦 shòu thin
漂亮 piào liàng pretty
好看 hǎo kàn good looking
帅 shuài handsome
聪明 cōng míng clever
笨 bèn stupid
美丽 měi lì beautiful
很 hěn very 
照片 zhào piān photo

Room Vocab:
床 chuáng bed
桌子 zhuō zi desk
椅子 yǐ zi chair
柜子 guì zi wardrobe
门 mén door
书架 shū jià book case
灯 dēng lamp
卧室 wò shì bedroom
张 zhāng mw- flat obj
把 bǎ mw - chairs

Clothes Vocab
衣服 yī fú clothes
上衣 shàng yī top/jacket
大衣 dà yī coat
衬衣 chèn yī shirt
裙子 qún zi skirt
袜子 wà zi socks
裤子 kù zi trousers
鞋 xié shoes
穿 chuān to wear
件 jiàn mw tops
条 tiáo mw trousers
双 shuāng mw pair

都 meaning ‘both/all’
It must be placed before the verb / 
verb-adjective:
今天和明天都下雨. 
jīn tiān hé míng tiān doū xià yǔ
It will rain today and tomorrow
When 每 doū is used, it’s followed by 都:
我每天都很忙.
wǒ měi tiān doū hěn máng
I am busy every day

Questions:
1. 椅子在哪儿?     yǐ zi zài nǎér?        Where is the chair?
2. 你穿什么衣服？nǐ chuān shénme yī fú? What are you wearing?
3. 你几点睡觉？ nǐ jǐ diǎn shuì jiào? What time do you go to sleep?

Verb-Adjectives:
我很高 wǒ hěn gāo means I am tall (lit: ‘I am very tall). 
There is no verb in this sentence. In this instance, 高 gāo is 
used as a verb-adjective and is used like a combination of ‘to 
be’ + adj. 很 hěn is often used, but a negative only uses 不 bù

Answers:
1. 椅子在卧室里.    yǐ zi zài wò shì lǐ The chair is in the bedroom.
2. 我穿一双鞋.       wǒ chuān yī shuāng xié.        I am wearing a pair of shoes.
3. 我晚上八点睡觉. wǒ wǎn shàng bā diǎn shuì jiào I go to sleep at 8pm.

Colours:
颜色 yán sè colour
黑 hēi black
白 bái white
红 hóng red
绿 lǜ green
蓝 lán blue
黄 huáng yellow
色 sè colour

Adjectives + 的 de：
When an adjective has more than one syllable, it generally 
has a 的after the adj and before the noun; this links the adj 
with the noun.
他住在美丽的山区 tā zhù zài měi lì de shān qū
He lives in the beautiful mountains

Prepositions 上 / 下 / 里 shàng / xià / lǐ (on / under / in):
In English, a prep goes before a noun: ‘There is a lamp on the table.’
In Chinese, the preposition goes after the noun:
桌子上有一个灯. zhuō zi shàng yǒu yí gè dēng On the table is a light
床下有书.           chuáng xià yǒu shū Under the bed is a book.

Omitting Nouns:
个 is the most common mw in Chinese, and is usually before a noun. 
Sometimes you can omit the noun when answering a question:
我有两个朋友，一个高，一个矮. I have 2 friends, one is tall, one is short.
wǒ yǒu liǎng gè péngyǒu, yí gè gāo, yí gè ǎi.

Routine Vocab
起床 qǐ chuáng to get up
睡觉 shuì jiào to sleep
回家 huí jiā to go home
做作业 zuò zuò yè do homework
上班 shàng bān go to work
下班 xià bān finish work
晚上 wǎn shàng evening
每天 měi tiān every day
以后 yǐ hòu after
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Describing your town, your house, jobs and arranging a meeting.

Summer Term 3: Where do you live? Year 8 Half Term 5

Places and Directions:
公园 gōng yuán park
运动中心 yùndòng zhōngxīn
sports centre
电影院 diàn yǐng yuàn cinema
图书馆 tú shū guǎn library
火车站 huǒchē zhàn
train station
商店 shāng diàn shop
银行 yín háng bank
邮局 yóu jú post office
因为 yīn wèi because
前边 qián biān in front
后边 hòu biān behind
左边 zuǒ biān left
右边 yòu biān right
旁边 páng biān next to
对面 duì miàn opposite

Weekend Plans:
周末 zhōu mò weekend
常常 cháng cháng often
来 lái to come
有意思 yǒu yì sī interesting
好玩儿 hǎo wánr fun
上个 shàng ge last…
下个 xià gè next…
这 zhè this
那 nà that
见面 jiàn miàn to meet up

Home:
客厅 kè tīng living room
饭厅 fàn tīng dining room
厨房 chú fáng kitchen
厕所 cè suǒ toilet
浴室 yù shì bathroom
书房 shū fáng study
卧室 wò shì bedroom
花园 huā yuán garden
房子 fáng zi house
多 duō many
少 shǎo few

Everyday expressions:
请问 qǐng wèn Excuse me…
谢谢 xiè xiè Thank you
不用谢 bù yòng xiè You’re welcome
不客气 bù kè qì You’re welcome
对不起 duì bù qǐ Sorry
没关系 méi guān xì It’s ok
我知道 wǒ zhī dào I know
欢迎 huān yíng Welcome

Questions:
1. 你要做什么工作?     nǐ yào zuò shén me gōng zuò?        What do you want to be in the future?
2. 你的房子有什么？ nǐ de fáng zi yǒu shén me?            What is in your house?
3. 你的房子在哪儿？ nǐ de fáng zi zài nǎ ér?                  Where is your house?

Comparisons using 比 bǐ: X + 比 + Y + adjective
她比我聪明 tā bǐ wǒ cōng míng She is smarter than me
我比他高 wǒ bǐ tā gāo I am bigger than him
There is no 很 hěn when using 比 bǐ in this way

Answers:
1. 将来我要做… jiāng lái wǒ yào zuò…                
2. 我的房子有...  wǒ de fáng zi yǒu…
3. 我的房子在...  wǒ de fáng zi zài…

是不是 shì bú shì ‘Affirmative+Negative’ pattern：
This is another way to ask simple yes / no questions:
你是不是老师？nǐ shì bú shì lǎo shī？Are you a teacher?

Future Tense:
There is no future tense in Mandarin. You need to imply the future, 
by using verbs 要 yào or time markers 将来 jiāng lái明天 míng tiān etc
我看书 wǒ kàn shū  I read books
我要看书 wǒ yào kàn shū I want to read books
我做护士 wǒ zuò hù shì I am a nurse
To use a time marker: In the future I want to be a nurse
将来我要做护士 jiāng lái wǒ yào zuò hù shì

Relative Place Words:
To describe locations, you will need to use relative place words.
A + 在 + B + 的 + Relative Place Word:  ‘The park is opposite the shop’
公园在商店(的)对面 gōng yuán zài shāng diàn de duì miàn
Or more simply 公园在对面 gōngyuán zài duìmiàn The park is opposite

Jobs
工人 gōng rén factory worker
商人 shāng rén businessman
医生 yī shēng doctor
演员 yǎn yuán actor
工程师 gōng chéng shī engineer
记者 jì zhě reporter
科学家 kē xué jiā scientist
护士 hù shì nurse
公司 gōng sī company
工厂 gōng chǎng factory
工作 gōng zuò to work
医院 yī yuàn hospital

Family Members:
先生 xiān shēng husband
太太 tài tài wife
儿子 ér zǐ son
女儿 nǚ ér daughter
孩子 hái zi child

做 zuò to become / to do
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Learning how to buy fruit, vegetables and clothes in a market, a department store and online.

Summer Term 3: Shopping Year 8 Half Term 6

Fruit and Vegetables:
水果 shuǐ guǒ fruit
苹果 píng guǒ apple
橙子 chéng zǐ orange
香蕉 xiāng jiāo banana
葡萄 pú táo grape
西瓜 xī guā watermelon
西红柿 xī hóng shì tomato
青菜 qīng cài greens
白菜 bái cài Chinese cabbage
Money and Weights:
钱 qián money
元 yuán Yuan (formal)
块 kuài Yuan (informal)
角 jiǎo 10 cents (formal)
毛 máo 10 cents (informal)
分 fēn cents
公斤 gōng jīn kilogram
斤 jīn half kilo
多少钱？duō shǎo qián How 
much?
贵 guì expensive 
便宜 pián yí cheap

Department Store:
百货商场 bǎi huò shāng 
chǎng Dept Store
超市 chāo shì supermarket
饭店 fàn diàn restaurant 
市中心 shì zhōng xīn city 
centre
层 céng floor 
楼上 lóu shàng upstairs
楼下 lóu xià downstairs
文具 wén jù stationery
书包 shū bāo book bag
笔 bǐ pen 
本子 běn zi notebook
手机 shǒu jī mobile phone
饭 fàn food

Clothes:
衣服 yī fú clothes
鞋 xié shoes
运动鞋 yùn dòng xié
trainers
裤子 kù zi trousers
毛衣 máo yī jumper
衬衣 chèn yī shirt
裙子 qún zi skirt
袜子 wà zi socks
Measure words:
件 jiàn clothing (top)
条 tiáo long, narrow thing
双 shuāng pair

Key Verbs:
买 mǎi to buy
卖 mài to sell 
爱 ài to love
用 yòng to use

给:
To demonstrate doing something for somebody - remember the 
structure:
subject + 给 + noun/pronoun + verb + object
我给妈妈做午饭 wǒ gěi mā mā zuò wǔ fàn
I cook lunch for my mother

Questions:
1. 你正在做什么? nǐ zhèng zài zuò shén me？ What are you doing?

2. 你喜欢去超市还是上网买东西？nǐ xǐ huān qù chāo shì hái shì shàng wǎng mǎi dōng xi？
Do you like going shopping in a supermarket or online?

3. 多少钱一斤？duō shǎo qián yī jīn? How much for a half kilo?

Although… but…: 虽然…但是… suī-rán-dàn-shì
The phrase allows you to show contrast between two ideas.

虽然 + phrase 1 + 但是 + phrase 2
The 虽然 phrase must always come first!

虽然苹果很好吃，但是它们太贵了
suī rán píng guǒ hěn hǎo chī, dàn shì tā men tài guì le
Although the apples are very tasty, they are too expensive

Answers:
1. 我正在… wǒ zhèng zài… I am in the process of…
2. 虽然我喜欢…， 但是… suī rán wǒ xǐ huān, dàn shì… 

Although I like…, but…
3. 三块钱 sān kuài qián 3 Yuan

Present Continuous:
To be able to add a level of subtlety to your Mandarin, the present
the present continuous is awesome. It allows you to say what you are
currently doing:
我说中文 wǒ shuō zhōng wén I speak Chinese
我正在说中文 wǒ zhèng zài shuō zhōng wén I am speaking Chinese
他正在打网球 tā zhèng zài dǎ wǎng qiú He is playing tennis

Online shopping:
网站 wǎng zhàn website
信用卡 xìn yòng kǎ credit 
card
方便 fāng biàn convenient
安全 ān quán safe
还是 hái shì or
为什么 wèi shén me why?
时间 shí jiān time
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Autumn Term: Number Properties (Half Term 1)

This topic includes understanding of finding HCF and LCM of a pair of numbers, prime factors and working with negative numbers



St Joseph’s College Math Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

Autumn Term: Working with Powers (Half-term 1)

This topic includes working with powers and roots and applying index laws.
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Autumn Term:3D and 2D Shapes (Half-Term 2)

This topic includes finding the Area  and Volume of 2D Shapes, finding the volume and total surface area of prisms
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Autumn Term: Expressions and Equations (Half- Term 2)

This topic includes solving equations by balancing method, simplifying expressions by collecting 
like terms, expanding and factorising expressions.



St Joseph’s College Math Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

Spring Term: Straight Line Graphs (Half Term 3)

This topic includes working with coordinates in all four quadrants, plot straight line graphs, use the equation of a straight line             
(y = mx + c), identify and interpret gradients and intercepts of straight line graphs.
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Spring Term: Decimals & Ratios (Half Term 3)

This topic includes: Calculating with decimals and using ratios 
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Spring Term: Lines & Angles (Half Term 4)

This topic includes: Properties of angles and shapes
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Spring Term: Fractions, Decimals & Percentages (Half Term 4)

This topic includes: Calculating with fractions and converting between fractions, decimals and percentages
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Summer Term:  Probability (Half-term 5)
This topic includes language of probability, mutually exclusive events, relative frequency, 
experimental probability, sample space and tree diagrams
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Summer Term: Scale Drawing and Measures (Half-term 5)  

This topic includes Ratio, Scale measures and Bearings

Ratio

Proportion

Simplifying
Ratios

Ratio in the 
form 1:n or n:1

Sharing in a 
Ratio

Proportional
Reasoning

Unitary 
Method

Imperial 
System

Metric and 
Imperial Units

Scale

Scale Map

Bearings

Compass
Directions
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Summer Term: Constructions (Half-term 6) 

This topic includes plans and elevation, bearings, angle bisector and loci.
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Summer Term : Transformations (Half- Term 6)

This topic includes the four types of transformations – Translations, Enlargements, Reflections and Rotations
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This term we will learn about Scale of C, compose using the notes from the scale of C in a Ternary Form Structure.

Autumn Term 1: The Scale of C

Keywords:
Scale- a group of 7 notes
Scale of C- the white keys on the keyboard (C, D, E, F, G, A, B)
Harmony- a separate part to be played along with the melody
Duration- how long or short the notes in the music are
Ternary Form- A A B A structure 
Contrasting Section- a section in music that is different to the original
Stepping melody- when the notes in the music move in small steps
March- a piece of music with a strong marching rhythm
Waltz- a ballroom and folk dance music, normally performed in triple 
time

The Scale of C
The scale of C is a group of notes based on C, with the notes C, D, E, F, G, A, and 
B. The C scale is one of the most common key signatures used in western music and 
it has no flats and no sharps.

Performance of Love Me Tender:
Love Me Tender is a 1956 song recorded by Elvis Presley. The song has a Ternary
From Structure (AABA) where the first Section A is repeated at the beginning
and the end of the song with a contrasting Section B in the middle.

Questions:
1. What is a music scale? and describe the Scale of C.
2. What is harmony in music? 3.Describe Ternary Form (AABA) 4. What is a contrasting section? 
5. What is a stepping melody? 6. Who was the original singer of Love Me Tender?
7.   What is a March? 8. What is a Waltz?

Love Me Tender (Melody)

A
B D

E
C

Love Me Tender (Harmony)
A harmony part to be played along with 

the melody 

COMPOSITION TASK
.Use an AABA structure
.Use notes which mainly move by step or repeated notes
.Use any notes between C - C’ ( the scale of C )
.Make sure that section B is contrasting. 

The Scale of C
in staff notation
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This term we will learn about Blues Music, perform chords, the 12 bar Blues and the song Rock Around The Clock

Autumn Term 2: Blues Music

Keywords:
Blues- a music style that originated in United States from African-
Americans
Chord- a group of notes played at the same time
Chord C- it contains the notes C E G
Chord F- it contains the notes F A C
Chord G- it contains the notes G B D
Chord C7- it contains the notes C E G Bb(flat)
12 Bar Blues- a sequence of chords, worth of 12 bars of music.
The Walking Bass- a bass pattern of notes based on the blues chords
Bb(flat)- black key on the keyboard, to the left of B
Eb(flat)- black key on the keyboard, to the left of E

What is Blues Music?
Blues Music has been described as the native music of the Mississippi African-
American people. The word blues means sadness, despair and depression. Singers 
of blues sang about personal problems, betrayal, lost love, joblessness, hunger, 
homelessness and loneliness. Usually sung by one person who also played either a 
banjo or guitar between the lines of the song.

Questions:
1. Describe Blues Music.
2. What is the 12 Bar Blues? 3. What is a chord? 4. What notes are in chord C? 
5.   What notes are in chord F? 6. What notes are in chord G? 7. What notes are in chord C7?
8.   What is the Walking Bass? 

The 12 Bar Blues:
The twelve-bar blues is one of the most prominent chord progressions in
popular music. It’s a sequence of chords worth of 12 bars of music for each verse.

C chord                                 
has the notes: 

C-E-G

F chord                                 
has the notes: 

F-A-C

G chord                                 
has the notes: 

G-B-D

C7 chord                                 
has the notes: 
C-E-G-Bb(flat)

Chords

Performing the melody of Rock 
Around the Clock with the left 
hand chords

Bb(flat)- the black key on the keyboard, 
to the left of B
Eb(flat)- the black key on the keyboard, 
to the left of E
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This term we will learn about Film music, stylistic elements and performances of the Titanic melody, Chariots of Fire and Pirates of The Caribbean

Spring Term 3: Film Music (1)

Keywords:
Genre- a style of film such as: comedy, action, thriller etc.
Eerie- strange sounding, creepy
Fanfare- short ceremonial tune played on brass instruments (e.g. last 
post tune), typically to introduce something.
Chord Bb(flat)- it contains the notes Bb(flat) D F
Chord Dm- it contains the notes D F A
Chord Gm- it contains the notes G Bb(flat) D
Melodic sequence- a pattern of notes that repeats higher or lower
Bass pattern- a bass pattern of notes that accompany the melody, 
played with the left hand on the keyboard

What is Film Music?
Music in film achieves a number of things: it establishes setting; it creates 
atmosphere; it calls attention to elements; it reinforces developments; it gives 
meaning to a character's actions or translates their thoughts; and it creates 
emotion.

Film Music Performance:
Film music pieces from 3 different genres of films to be performed attempting
the left hand accompaniment chords.

Questions:
1. What does the word film genre mean? And what is film music?
2. What does eerie mean in music? 3. What is a Fanfare? 4. What notes are in chord Bb(flat)? 
5.   What notes are in chord Dm? 6. What notes are in chord Gm? 7. What is a melodic sequence?
8.   What is a bass pattern? 

melody
chords

bass pattern

Melodic 
sequence

A

B D
E

C
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This term we will learn further about Film Music, creating music for a scary scene and the use of chromatic notes.

Spring Term 4: Film Music (2)

Keywords:
Chromatic- black and white keys played in sequence
Leitmotif- a musical idea associated with a character, object or feeling
Staccato- detached notes, shorter than their full length
Dissonant notes- two or more notes together making a clashing/ jarring 
sound
Phrase- part of a melody
Crescendo- gradually getting louder
Diminuendo- gradually getting quieter
Semitone- two notes immediately next door to each other C    C#, E    F

Questions:
1. What is a leitmotif? And what are chromatic notes?
2. What is staccato? 3. Describe the meaning of dissonant notes?  
4.   What is a phrase? 5. What does crescendo mean? 6. What does diminuendo mean?
7.   What is a semitone? 

The Leitmotif and Chromatic notes
Music helps to create memorable moments, through distinctive themes or motifs. 
Famous films like Jaws have used leitmotifs (a musical idea) and chromatic notes 
(black and white keys played in sequence) to link the character to the music and 
give the viewer a dramatic feeling.

Film Music Performance:
Film music pieces from 2 different genres of films to be performed attempting
the left hand accompaniment chords.

Jurassic Park Theme

bass pattern

C C# D D# E F F# G G#A A#B  C 

Chromatic notes

Dissonant notes

Composing Film Music:

Using chromatic notes and 
dissonant chords try to 
create a leitmotif (a musical 
idea) for the ghostly film 
The Others.

phrase
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This term we will learn features of Ragtime Music, where it originated and learn to play ‘The Entertainer’

Summer Term 5: Ragtime Music

Keywords:
Question and Answer- one section of music is played and then an 
‘answer’ is provided. It sounds like a conversation with different 
rhythms/melodies in each line.
Chromatic notes- black and white keys played in sequence on the 
keyboard
Syncopation- when the music is off-beat, sounds jazzy
Harmony- an added layer on the melody
Vamping- an improvised accompaniment played on the piano with the 
left hand
Major- the music sounds happy, bright
Minor- the music sounds sad, mournful 

What is Ragtime Music?
Ragtime developed as a popular musical style at the end of the 19th Century. It 
has its origins in the saloon bars and dance halls of African-American communities. 
It was originally played on solo piano. The left hand played a very steady rhythm 
called vamping which is on the beat. The right hand played a syncopated melody -
originally known as a ‘ragged’ rhythm.

The Entertainer by Scott Joplin:
Scott Joplin (c.1868 –April 1, 1917) was an American composer and
pianist. Joplin achieved fame for his ragtime compositions and was dubbed the
King of Ragtime. The Entertainer (1902) is one of the most famous Ragtime
pieces that you can still hear today on T.V. and films.

Questions:
1. What is Ragtime Music and where did it originate? 
2. Who was Scott Joplin? 3. When was the Entertainer written? 4. What is Question and Answer in Music? 
5.   What are chromatic notes? 6. What is syncopation in music? 7. What is vamping? 8. What is harmony?
9.   What is major and minor in music? 

Ragtime is a style of music that grew 
up in the cities of North America

It had a great influence on the early 
Jazz of New Orleans

Printed Ragtime piano music became 
available to buy by amateur 
musicians

The ragtime style spread like 
wildfire across the whole of the 
USA then Paris and London

Scott Joplin was one of 
the first black musicians 
to become rich and famous 
while he was still alive

His music inspired pop and 
classical musicians

He is considered to be the 
best of all the Ragtime 
composers

Joplin said “Play slowly 
until you catch the swing, 
and never play ragtime 
fast at any time” 

RAGTIME : The Facts Chromatic notes

Question Section

Answer Section

Sequence

Scott Joplin(1868-1917) 
“King of Ragtime”



St Joseph’s College Music Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

This term we will learn about the music of The Beatles, their history and what made them the most famous British band in the world.

Summer Term 6: The Beatles

Keywords:
Rock Band- an group of musicians usually 2 guitars, bass, drums and 
vocals
The Beatles- one the most famous British Rock bands from Liverpool
‘Please Please Me- Beatles’ first no. 1 hit
Lead Guitarist- a person who leads the guitar part in a band, plays 
solos in songs.
Rhythm Guitarist- a person who accompanies the lead guitarist in a 
band, plays rhythmic parts
Brian Epstein- music entrepreneur and manager of the Beatles
Song writer- a person who writes/composes songs
Beatles Songs: Yesterday, Yellow Submarine, All You Need is Love

Questions:
1. Who were the Beatles? Name all members of the Beatles. 
2. What is a rock band? 3. What was Beatles’ first no. 1 hit? 4. What was their first band name? 
5.   Who were the song writers in the Beatles? 6. Who was Brian Epstein? 7. What is a rhythm guitarist? 8. What is a lead guitarist?
9.   Name some Beatles songs? 

The Beatles
The Beatles were an English rock band formed in Liverpool in 1960. With a line-up 
comprising John Lennon, Paul McCartney, George Harrison and Ringo Starr, they 
are regarded as the most influential band of all time. Influenced by many types of 
music- chamber, electronic, music hall, nursery rhymes and Classical Indian Music, 
they were considered pioneers and revolutionised the music industry.

Performing Beatles songs:
The Beatles have a big catalogue of songs and we are going to perform few of
their best songs written.

The songwriter of the band are John Lennon and Paul McCartney. They met at 
the Woolton Parish Church Fete in 1957. Lennon was performing with his band 
the Quarry Men. McCartney joined the group soon afterwards as a guitarist. 

In 1958, George 
Harrison became a 
member. He was also 
a guitarist.

In 1960 Sutcliffe joined 
as a bass player and the 
band changed their name 
to Beatles.

The group was accompanied by 
Pete Best to Hamburg in 
August 1960. it was here that 
the band became very 
important.

In 1961 Sutcliffe left the band 
causing McCartney to change from 
rhythm to bass guitar.

Brian Epstein saw one of their 
concerts and soon afterwards 
became their manager.

He secured them a 
record deal with 
Parlaphone, EMI 
Records in June 1962.

How were the Beatles Developed?
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Key concepts and skills required for football

Half term 1 - Football

Key skills/abilities required:
Short Passing – Use inside of foot and place standing foot next to ball
Long passing – Use laces for more power if required, standing foot next to ball
Shooting – Head and knee over ball, use laces for power, inside of foot for control
Heading – Use forehead to make contact with ball
Movement – Move into space to receive the ball
Teamwork – Pass the ball to teammates to be successful against opposition
Aerobic fitness – Maintain personal fitness to be able to run around for a full 
game

Famous players:

Lionel Messi        Cristiano Ronaldo          Virgil Van Dijk

How can you improve?
Practice drills
Pass with a partner – Stand a short distance apart working on short passing, 
increase the distance to work on long passing
Work on weak foot – Stand in front of a wall kicking the ball repeatedly against 
the wall with your weaker foot
Shooting practice – Make a goal or use a goal, aim for the corners when 
practising. If you have a goalkeeper friend, put them in goal to add challenge
Small sided games – Play small sided games with your friends, 3v3, 4v4, 5v5. 
Focus on movement in small spaces

Questions:
How many players are on each team in a game of football?
How long does a professional football match last for?
Which 3 skills are the most important for a footballer to become one of the best players in the world?
How many times have England won the football world cup? Name the year(s) for a bonus point.. 

Keywords:
Pass – Kicking ball to teammate
Shoot – Attempting to score a goal
Attack – Playing towards opponents goal
Defence – Protecting your goal
Movement – Creating space off the ball
Heading – Using head to shoot or pass
Control – Keeping ball close to body
Penalty – Awarded if foul committed in penalty area
Free kick – Awarded if foul committed outside of area
Goal kick – Awarded when ball goes over opposition goal line
Throw in – Awarded when ball goes out of play
Corner kick – Awarded to attackers if opposition kick ball over goal line
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Key concepts and skills required for Handball

Half term 2 -Handball  

Key skills/abilities required:
Sidestepping-A technical element of the attacker’s basic movement executed by 
continually moving sideways mainly in width
Overarm shot- A shooting technique carried out with the arm moving above the 
shoulder level.
Underarm shot- A shooting technique carried out with the arm moving below 
shoulder level.
Jump shot- A shooting technique performed having the players feet off the 
floor.
Bounced shot- Shooting on goal with the ball hitting the floor on its way.
Teamwork – working together in attack and defence up and down the court 
Aerobic fitness – Maintain personal fitness to be able to run around for a full 
game

Famous players:

Mikkel Hansen       Nikola Karabatić Luc Abalo

How can you improve?
Pass with a partner – Stand a short distance apart working overhand short 
passing, increase the distance to work on long passing across the court.

Jump shot- take 3 steps up to the D and jump has far as you can into the D 
releasing the ball before touching the floor. 

Getting into position- run form the players attacking into defensive position as 
quick as possible.

Small sided games – Play small sided games with your friends  3v3, 4v4 5v5. 
Focus on moving the ball and getting into space.

Questions:
How many players are on each team in a game of Handball?
How long does a professional handball match last for?
Which 3 skills are the most important for a handball to become one of the best players in the world?
Which country did handball come from? 

Keywords:
Handling the ball-Dribbling, catching or passing the ball.
Passing the ball- Throwing he ball to another player from the team. 
3 steps- A player holding the ball is only allowed to make
three steps, afterwards he has to dribble or pass
the ball. 
Positions- The seven playing positions are: goalkeeper, left wing, left 
back, middle back, line player, right back and right wing. 
Blocking the ball- Basic defensive element: stopping a shot by using
hands. 
Zone defence systems- Can be 6:0 (six players on the goal area line), 
5:1 (5 players on the goal area line, one player in front of them)
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Key concepts and skills required for Rugby

Half term 2- Rugby 

Key skills/abilities required:
Pop Passing – Bring the hand across the body and pop the ball to a teammate
Spin passing – as the ball comes across the body bring the bottom hand over the 
top and spin the ball. 
Scoring a try– use downward pressure on the ball and place it within the try area.
Tackle- stopping the opposition by taking them down to the ground.
Side step- passing off one foot quickly to change direction and get past the 
opposition 
Teamwork – working together in attack and defence to support each other
Aerobic fitness – Maintain personal fitness to be able to run around for a full 
game

Famous players:

Kyle Sinckler Manu Tuilagi Owen Farrell

How can you improve?
Passing drills
Pass with a partner – Stand a short distance apart working on short passing, 
increase the distance to work on long passing always passing backwards
Work on weak hand– Stand in front of a wall which has a target on pass the  
kicking the ball repeatedly against the wall with your weaker hand.
Tackling- the partner will walk in a straight line the tackler will also walk until 
they meet and make a tackle
Small sided touch games – Play small sided games with your friends  5v5. Focus 
on attacking and defensive realignment 

Questions:
How many players are on each team in a game of rugby?
How long does a professional rugby match last for?
Which 3 skills are the most important for a rugby to become one of the best players in the world?
How many times have England won the rugby world cup? Name the year(s) for a bonus point.. 

Keywords:
Forward pass-A forward pass occurs when the ball fails to travel backwards in 
a pass
Advantage line- is an imaginary line drawn across the centre of the pitch when 
there is a breakdown in open play
Advantage-is the period of time after an infringement, in which the non-
offending side has the opportunity to gain
Breakdown-The breakdown is a colloquial term for the period immediately after 
a tackle and the ensuing ruck.
Tackle-Takes place when one or more opposition players grasp onto the ball 
carrier and succeed in bringing him to ground
Knock-on- A knock-on is when a player loses possession of the ball and goes 
forward off the hands or arms 
Try- It is scored when a player places the ball on the ground with downward 
pressure in the in-goal area.  
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Key concepts and skills required for Badminton

Half term 3 - Badminton   

Key skills/abilities required:

Drop shot- a shot that just clears the net and then drops sharply
Clear Shot- a shot hit deep into the opponent's court
Drive Shot- a fast hard shot down into the court
Smash Shot- a powerful overhead shot
Home position- central position on court which is halfway between the baseline 
and net, and the two sidelines
Agility- ability to move quickly and easily around the court 
Aerobic fitness – Maintain personal fitness to be able to run around for a full 
game

Famous players:

Lin Dan Viktor Axelsen Kento Momota

How can you improve?
Rally– Stand on the court opposite a partner and hit the shuttlecock back and 
forth keeping track of your score.

Clear shot- Set a target at the back of the court and try and hit the shuttlecock 
into the target. 

Home position- place four cones around the court. Every time you touch a cone 
you have to return to the home position in the centre of the court.

Games – Play first to 5 points with your friends. Focus using a variation of shots 

Questions:
How many point are there in a game of badminton?
Which lines do you play if you are playing singles?
Which 3 skills are the most important for a badminton to become one of the best players in the world?
Who Invented Badminton?

Keywords:

Rally-a rally is a series of exchanged shots which begin with a serve. As 
a rule, rallies in badminton finish when the point is won.
Service- The service is the initial stroke which starts play when the 
receiver is stationary and begins a rally
Shuttlecock- It refers to the projectile of a feathered (14 to 16 
feathers) cork object sent back and forth over the net in competitions.
Shot- CLEAR, DRIVE, DROP, SMASH' are four shot terms related to 
badminton.
Racket- The large stringed area with a frame is called the head which is 
connected to the handle by the shaft.
Fault- a foul shot is when a shot hits the net or lands outside the court
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Key concepts and skills required for Table Tennis

Half term 3 -Table Tennis

Key skills/abilities required:
Forehand Drive - . Ready position; Backswing to include arm and body movement;  
Forward movement to include the forward swing & contact; Follow through 
Backhand drive  •Crouched facing the direction you would like the ball to travel •Close 
to the table. Bat moves back towards the stomach with an open angle. •Produced from 
the elbow as bat moves forward and slightly downwards •Contact the ball underneath 
and early off the bounce. Follow Through.
Backhand Serve - Crouched with left foot slightly forward •Close to the table. ¼ 
rotation from the waist to the left •Arm rotates back and upwards to the chest. Arm 
moves forward and downwards as the body unwinds from the waist •Weight transfers 
from the left to the right foot •Contact in eye line. Follow through

Famous swimmers:

Ma Long                 Xu Xin Timo Bell

How can you improve?
German service box game. Start with ball on tennis cord and let it drop. 1 
bounce only, play out point. 
Service box rally Place hoop or piece of paper in service box. 2 points for 
hitting target. Make the game harder by folding the paper each time it is 
hit.
Back Hand Slice – in pairs; 1 to play simple forehand to partner, other to 
practice slice. Swap over roles
Double fun game- 2 touch tennis. Must take 2 touches before ball goes 
over. Highlight ball placement & outwitting opposition. ½ court rallies- place 
2 hoops; 1 deep, 1 short. mix up shot selection.

Questions:
How many points are there in a table tennis game?
How many serves are you allowed in table tennis? 
Do you have to serve diagonally in table tennis?
When was table tennis introduced as an Olympic sport?

Keywords:
Backhand – Shot played with back of hand facing opponent
Backspin - added to shot to change bounce direction
Cross- court Shot played diagonally across court
Drop shot – shot that bounces just after the net
Footwork – use of feet to get into correct position
Forehand – shot played with palm of hand facing opponent
Game - achieved after 1 player reaches 11 points or 2 points clear
Racket – used to hit ball with
Rally – players hitting ball back and forth consecutively
Serve – first shot of any point
Smash – Shot played to win point if ball bounces high towards you
Topspin – Causes ball to bounce higher and faster
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Key concepts and skills required for basketball

Half term 3 - Basketball

Key skills/abilities required:
Dribbling – Strong body position, eyes up, good on both sides, cross-over, good 
stance, dribble at speed.
Passing – Chest pass, bounce pass and overhead pass are important. Good power 
and speed are important.
Shooting – Balance and bent knees, eyes at basket, elbow at 45 degrees and other 
hand supporting, follow through with shooting hand and feet in strong position.
Defence – Strong base and stable stance. Good at reading tactical attacking play 
and get there first. 
Attack – Fast and accurate with passes and shots. Knowledge of screening and 
tactical movement patterns. Jump height is important. 
Fitness – Aerobic endurance, speed, power, strength, flexibility, agility and reaction 
time are all important. 

Famous players:

Zion Williamson           Lebron James            Steph Curry

How can you improve?
1 on 1 practice
2 players, 1 ball and a basketball. Take it in turns to attack and defend. Really good for 
both attacking and defending. You can practice a range of shots: lay-ups, jump shots, 
set shots.
General Fitness
Plyometric training for power and jump height. Strength training to increase overall 
strength. Sprint training for overall court fitness.
Tactical Analysis
Watch live matches and analyse certain players, depending on how performance is to 
be increased. Specific game situations and body positions set are good to analyse.

Questions:
How many players are on each team in a game of basketball?
How long does a professional basketball match last for? What is the NBA?
Which 3 skills are the most important for a basketballer to become one of the best players in the world?
How many times have USA won the Olympics ? Name the year(s) for a bonus point.. 

Keywords:
Ball – Implement used in game of basketball
Dribbling – Repeated bounce of the ball whilst moving across the court
Shooting – Action taken when trying to score points
Pass – Action taken when trying to pass opponents and move up court
Travel – Foul play after taking too many steps
Court – Area basketball is played on
Dunk – Type of shot taken by jumping and placing the ball in the basket
3-pointer - Type of score from shot taken outside the D
Free throw – Shot with no pressure from opposition after shooting foul
Foul – Obstructing player in illegal manner/gaining an unfair advantage
Block – Used when trying to prevent a player from shooting or passing
Lay-up – Type of shot used when close to basket
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Key concepts and skills required for Swimming

Half term 4 - Swimming

Key skills/abilities required:
Front Crawl– your thumb should always enter the water first with your hand at a 
45 degree angle. Your arm will twist as you pull your hand back through the water. 
Pull the water back all the way to your hip before the arm exits the water
Back Crawl–legs close together and kick from the hips. Keep ankles relaxed and 

knee slightly bent. Kick as hard and as fast as you feel comfortable. 
Breast Stroke arms – The arm action should be continuous from glide to glide; 
arm action should not start until the legs are together. Keep hands in front of 
shoulders. The arm action and leg action should remain narrow; Scull with the 
hands.
Breast Stroke legs– Drive the legs backwards, speed should increase during this 
phase; Drive heels back first; ; Feet should 'whip' together at the end of the kick 
– kick hands forward; Kick like a frog; Squeeze the legs together.

Famous swimmers:

Simone Manuel              Adam Peaty Michael Phelps 

How can you improve?
Swimming Pratice
Kicking – Front Crawl leg kick; Long legs; Kick from the hips (not the knees) ; 
Floppy feet     Small fast kicks (white water
Front Crawl Arms– Fingers enter the water, push forwards (recovery); Hands pull 
back to the thighs (Catch); High Elbow out of the water (not flat over the 
surface); Face turns to one side to breath; Unilateral breathing
Push and Glide - Tuck Body into a spring position with hand ready to cut the 
water; Feet against the wall ready to push off; Extend arms with face in,  head 
just under the water; Push off the wall extending arm and legs keeping the body 
stream lined

Questions:
How long in metres is the school swimming pool?
How long is a Olympic swimming pool?
What does the word streamline mean? How can we use this in swimming??
What procedures need to be followed before going into the pool? 

Keywords:
Pull, push, kick – technique used to move when swimming
Lie flat, streamlined – helps to stay afloat
Breathe – breathing pattern key for correct technique
Floating – essential when swimming
Turning – occurs at end of pool when swimming lengths
Sculling – correct use of hands when swimming
Slide entry – a form of pool entry
Surface diving – entering the pool at speed into a swim
Straddle entry – stride into a pool
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Key concepts and skills required for Health and Fitness 

Half term 5 - Health and Fitness

Key skills/abilities required:
Interval Training – This involves a series of high intensity workouts interspersed 
with rest or relief periods. This would be running or cycling at a high 
intensity/sprint for 30 seconds followed by 90 seconds of rest and repeated 5 
times. 

Steady State Continuous Training - running/cycling/rowing/ swimming at the 
same pace for at least minutes. 

Weight Training – To improve strength and power , weights are used for 
resistance. By creating a stress to the muscles performed with free weights 

(barbell or dumbbells). 

Famous cross fit athletes:

Matt Fraser            Rich Froning Jr       Katrín Davíðsdóttir

How can you improve?
Frequency – Increase the amount of times you train a week. 3-5 times a week of 
training is a good focus 

Intensity – The amount of effort put into your training session. For running a long 
distance 70-80% is needed. For sprinting and power events, 100% effort is 
needed in training.

Time – The amount of time you train for. An effective workout should last 
between 30-60 minutes. 

Type – Doing the type of exercise that improves your sporting performance. 

Questions:
How long should I run for to improve my aerobic endurance?
What type of training should I use to build muscle size?
How many times a week should I train be fit, healthy and improve my performance?
What type of training would I need to do to improve my speed?

Keywords:
Aerobic – muscles working with oxygen
Anaerobic – muscles working without oxygen
Sprinting – running at full speed
Continuous training – training without rest at same intensity
Circuit training – working at different stations
Weights – equipment used to increase strength
Plyometric – bouncy movements to improve power
Cardiovascular fitness – how well heart and lungs work together
Heart Rate – heart beats per minute
Interval Training – training with rest intervals
Intensity – how hard you work



St Joseph’s College PE Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

Key concepts and skills required for Athletics (field)

Half term 5 - Athletics (Field)

Key skills/abilities required:
Running – Athletes need to be as fast as possible in all field events. This allows to 
perform well in all different events.
Jumping – Athletes need to be as powerful as possible so they are explosive and 
can jump high and far. Specifically applicable to HJ, LJ, TJ and PV.
Throwing – Athletes need to as powerful as possible so they are explosive when 
releasing objects into the air. Specifically applicable to HT, SP, D and J.
Fitness – Flexibility, Core Strength, Power, Speed are important to all events. 
Athletes have be very disciplined in training.
Technique – Athletes have excellent technique to enable them to perform at the 
highest level. If they have poor technique this can lead to an increased risk of 
injury.

Famous athletes:

Tomas Walsh           Christian Taylor         Greg Rutherford

How can you improve?
Specific Event Training
Specific technical training relating to each event is important as they are all so different 
from each other. Lots of drills available on YT.
General Fitness
Plyometric training for power and jump height. Strength training to increase overall 
strength. Sprint training for overall speed fitness.
Tactical Analysis
Watch live events and analyse certain athletes, depending on how performance is to be 
increased. Specific situations and body positions are good to analyse.

Questions:
How many events are there in the decathlon?
How many attempts does a shot putt thrower get in competition? What is the Diamond League?
Which 3 skills are the most important for a long jumper to become one of the best in the world?
How many times have Russia won the Olympics? Name the year(s) for a bonus point.. 

Keywords:
Jump - Action used when moving across the ground in the air
Throw – Action used when transferring an object through the air
Sprint – Covering distance as fast as possible when running
Grip – Hand position on an object 
Javelin – Implement similar to a spear that is thrown to max distance
Shot Putt – Event when a shot is thrown to max distance
Hammer Throw – Event when a hammer is thrown to max distance
Pole Vault – Event when a pole is used to clear max certain height
High Jump – Event when athlete tries to jump max height
Long Jump – Event when athlete aims to jump max distance
Triple Jump – Similar to LJ but with different stride pattern
Discus – Implement similar to a plate that is thrown to max distance
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Key concepts and skills required for athletics track events

Half term 5 -Athletics (Track events)

Key skills/abilities required:
Running – Correct use of body, alternate knee and arm used. Knee raised to right 
angle, arms used to keep speed
Sprint start – Knee down and opposite foot in blocks, hands shoulder width apart, 
head down looking at ground
Drive phase – Pump arms and legs and stay low for first 10 metres of sprint
Hurdle jump – Leading leg high and as straight as possible, trailing leg in line with 
leading leg, try and keep body facing forward
Aerobic fitness – vital for middle distance and long distance running
Speed – Needed for sprinting and can be improved through better technique

Famous track athletes:

Usain Bolt          Michael Johnson           Mo Farah

How can you improve?
Training drills
Sprint training – Focus on technique, knees high, pump arms, keep body straight
Resistance training – Use resistance to improve technique and power. Lean 
against wall and work on legs
Sprint start – Focus on driving up from starting position
Team relay practice – Passing of baton between team. Correct calls and holding 
arm out to receive
Hurdling – Use lower hurdles to help with technique. Increase height of hurdles to 
add challenge.

Questions:
How many Olympic games host cities can you name?
What is the world record time for the 100m, and who holds it?
How many laps of an athletics track is the 1500m?
Which organs in our body are used the most when running a long distance race?

Keywords/events:
Sprinting – 100m/200m/400m races that require full or near to full 
speed running
Middle-distance – 800m/1500m races that require an athlete to pace 
themselves when running
Long-distance – Cross country runs longer distance runs
Hurdles – Races that require the jumping over of an obstacle
Relay – Races ran in teams of 4
Baton – Object passed round in relay
Lanes – Must stay in these when racing
Start/Finish – Beginning and end of a timed race
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Key concepts and skills required for cricket

Half term 6 - Cricket

Key skills/abilities required:
Bowling – Either spin or seam bowling with the aim of trying to limit the batsman 
scoring runs and get them out. Accuracy, pace, consistency are all important for a 
successful bowler.
Batting – A range of front-foot and back-foot shots, patience, power and timing 
will allow a batsman to score lots of runs. 
Wicket-keeping – Good at catching and fast movement behind the stumps.
Catching – Fast movement towards the ball, good hand position and watching the 
ball at all times.
Fielding – Fast reactions, high flexibility and speed will make a good fielder.
Tactical Knowledge – Good knowledge of fielding positions and overall game 
situation will allow a greater performance.
Fitness – Strength, speed, flexibility, aerobic endurance, strength and power.

Famous players:

Ben Stokes             Virat Kohli Jofra Archer

How can you improve?
Net Practice
Involves a batter and bowler and is as realistic as can be when practicing a game 
situation. Can improve both skills, especially if the quality of both is good. Just simply 
involves a bowler bowling to a batter. 
Fielding Practice
Various catching, stopping and throwing drills are available online. All are important 
when improving fielding. 
Tactical Analysis
Watch live matches and analyse certain players, depending on how performance is to 
be increased. Specific situations and fielding positions set are good to analyse.

Questions:
How many players are on each team in a game of cricket?
How long does a professional cricket match last for? What are the different formats of cricket?
Which 3 skills are the most important for a cricketer to become one of the best players in the world?
How many times have England won the cricket world cup? Name the year(s) for a bonus point.. 

Keywords:
Bat – Implement used to protect stumps and score runs 
Ball – Implement used to: bowl a ball/hit when batting
Stance – How you stand when preparing to bat
Shot - A type of action made when attempting to score runs
Over – 6 balls make up one over
Wide – When the ball is bowled too far away for a batsman to hit
No-ball – When the ball is unfairly bowled e.g. too high or too close
Wicket – The strip where bowling and batting both occur
Stumps – What the batsman is trying to protect/bowler trying to hit
Spin – When a ball deviates from the straight after landing
Seam – The stitched lines on the ball running across the circumference
Boundary - The outer ring of play. Defines whether a 4/6 is scored
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Key concepts and skills required for rounders

Half term 6 - Rounders

Key skills/abilities required:
Batting technique – Sideways on, feet shoulder width apart, elbow bent, one 
handed 
Bowling technique – Underarm, aim between shoulder and knee of batter, use non 
throwing arm for direction
Catching – Use 2 hands where possible, cup shape of hands, keep eye on ball, move 
hands away to cushion
Throwing – Bend elbow at right angle, create power through shoulder, step into 
throw with opposite foot, follow through to target
Running – Run at high speed to posts, drop bat before running

Famous players:

Mr Atkins               Mr Pavli              Mr Rimmer

How can you improve?
Training drills
Throw and catch with a partner – Stand a short distance apart working on 
throwing and catching
Throw against wall – Work on bowling technique by aiming at target on wall
Batting practice – Focus on technique and work with a partner to practice batting
Small sided games – Small sided possession games focusing on throwing and 
catching, if ball dropped possession given to other team

Questions:
How many players are on each team in a game of rounders?
How far away is the bowling square from the batting square?
Which 3 skills are the most important for a rounders player to become one of the best players in the world?
How many posts do you have to run around in rounders? 

Keywords:
Bat – Used to hit the ball
Backstop – Player behind batter to catch ball
Ball – Used to throw, catch and hit
Batting square – Area to bat from
Bowling square – Area to bowl from
Fielding – Team not batting 
Half rounder – Scored when player makes it round without hitting
No ball – Illegal delivery bowled
Out – Caught, run out, breaks rules
Rounder – Batter makes it round all posts and back to team
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To explore the beliefs and practises of the Jewish faith and how they are applied in the modern world.

Autumn Term 1: Unit 1 Judaism

The Prophets:
The Jews believe in one God (like Christians and Muslims). He created the world and he 
sees and knows everything. These three verses summarise Abraham’s covenant with God: 
Genesis 12: 1-3, Genesis 17:4-6, Genesis 17:23-27.

Holocaust:
There was hatred and persecution of Jews (anti-Semitism) in 
Europe for hundreds of years. Many people wrongly thought 
that all Jews were rich, mean, and not social.
These simple ideas were popular in the German-speaking world 
and elsewhere in the late 1800s. Adolf Hitler was born in 
Austria during this time, when many people disliked Jews. He 
may have been jealous of Jewish success in Austria. However, 
in a book he wrote called Mein Kampf ("My Struggle), he said 
it was the Jews' fault that Germany and Austria lost World 
War I.
He also wrote that Germany's economic problems were the 
Jews' fault. Many people agreed with Hitler’s ideas and 
supported him as the leader of the Nazi Party. With these 
excuses 6 million Jews were killed in the concentration camps.

Jewish ceremony:
•Signing the ketubah, the marriage contract, if this has not already been done before 
the ceremony.
•The couple stand under the chuppah, blessings are given and the groom places the 
wedding ring on the bride's finger. In some traditions, the bride also gives the groom a 
ring.
•The rabbi or guests recite seven blessings known as Sheva Brachot. The bride and 
groom drink a cup of wine after the seven blessings.
•The rabbi may make a short speech about the couple before blessing them.
•At the end of the ceremony, the groom will break a glass with his right foot and the 
guests shout 'mazel tov', which means congratulations. This tradition symbolises the 
destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem. It also reminds Jews that in life there is 
sometimes great sadness as well as great joy.

Questions:
1. What is the purpose of the prophets in Judaism?
2. Compare and contrast the Jewish wedding ceremony and the Christian ceremony.
3. Explain how the Holocaust has affected the lives of Jews today.

Keywords

Monotheist: someone who believes in One God.
Covenant: an agreement between two parties (God and man)
Polytheist: someone who believes in more than one God.
Descendants: your children, their children and so on.
Bar/ Bat Mitzvah: the celebration of a child entering into 
adulthood.
Torah: the first 5 books of the Old Testament.
Abraham: the original descendant of the Jewish faith.
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To explore the topics of prayer and worship in different religious communities, both monotheistic and polytheistic.

Autumn Term 2: Unit 2 Prayer and Worship

What is Prayer?:

Intercession: Asking God for something on behalf of someone else. (“Hail Mary”)
Contrition: Saying sorry for what you have done wrong. (“Our Father”)
Adoration: Praising God. (“Doxology prayers”)
Thanksgiving: Saying thank you for something you have received from God. 
(“Prayers before or after meals”)

With these four key words you will create their own prayer which includes all 
types of prayers.

Jesus Praying:

Throughout the lesson it will be made clear that the “Our Father” or 
“Lord’s Prayer” is the only prayer that Christ taught us and therefore it 
is a perfect prayer.

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
Amen.

Islamic Worship:

Muslims pray five times a day, with the prayers being known as Fajr (dawn), Dhuhr
(after midday), Asr (afternoon), Maghrib (after sunset), Isha (night time), The 
direction of prayer is called the qibla; Muslims must face Mecca, when they pray. 

Questions:
1) Compare and contrast two different forms of prayer.
2) Explain the Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca.
3) “The Our Father is the only prayer that Christians need”. Evaluate this statement.

Keywords:
Intercession: Asking God for something on behalf of someone else.
Contrition: Saying sorry for what you have done wrong.
Adoration: Praising God.
Thanksgiving: Saying thank you for something you have received from 
God.
Salah: The Islamic term for prayer and one of the five pillars of Islam.
Hajj: The Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca.
Wudu: Ritual washing preceding prayer.
Puja: The Hindu term describing worship.
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To be able to explain the fundamental beliefs of humanism.

Spring Term 1: Unit 3 Humanism

How do humanists tell right from wrong?

Some people believe that what is right and wrong never varies from situation to 
situation and that it can be expressed in constant and unchanging commandments.

They often look to religious texts or authorities to discover what they think a god 
wants them to do. 

A humanist view of morality is different. Humanists do not look to any god for 
rules but think carefully for themselves about what might be the best way to live.

What is life for?

Purpose - the reason for which something is done or created or for 
which something exists.

•Humanists say that there is no life beyond this one because there isn’t 
any evidence of it.

•If an afterlife gives meaning to this life and there isn’t an afterlife, it 
means that there is no ‘ultimate’ meaning to our life

•So do humanists have meaning to their life? Yes! They believe we 
create our own meaning and purpose and find happiness in this.

Are humans superior to others (or animals)?:
Human  Rights
• Human rights are the basic rights and freedoms that belong to every person in 

the world
• From birth until death.

• They apply regardless of where you are from, what you believe or how you 
choose to live your life.

• Humanist are firmly committed to the protection and promotion of human 
rights

• These rights represent shared values rooted in our common humanity and our 
shared human needs,

Questions:
1) Is one human life more important than 1000 rabbits lives?
2) What questions do religions answer that science cannot?
3) “You should only believe what you can see, hear, touch, smell, taste” – Do you agree/disagree? Why? 

What is humanism?

Humanism – A philosophy that teaches
people that human beings are 

responsible  for deciding what is good 
without following God or a religion
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To explore the concept of Creation from  a religious and non-religious perspective.

Spring Term 2: Unit 4 The Value of Creation

Dominion and Stewardship:

Read Genesis 2 for the Christian understanding of “Dominion” and 
“Stewardship”
Stewardship is a way of life in which we recognise that we are stewards of 
all that God has given us; and that includes our time, our talents, our 
possessions and our money.
Stewardship is a part of our spirituality and a way of life in which we seek 
to use all that we have in order to continue the mission of sharing the good 
news of the God's Kingdom.
As a result:

• we advance the mission of the church to proclaim God’s love in Christ:
• we release resources for the relief of the poor:
• we become more aware of our responsibility to be good stewards of 

God’s creation

Consumerism:

NEARLY 40 PERCENT OF FOOD IN AMERICA GOES TO 
WASTE.
Americans allow $165 billion of food to be wasted every year. 
Globally, malnutrition and lack of food affects 161 million children
around the world every year.

WEALTHY NATIONS WASTE ALMOST AS MUCH FOOD AS 
THAT PRODUCED IN ALL OF SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA.
Food wasted in developed countries every year: 222 million tons; 
Annual net food production in sub-Saharan Africa: 230 million 
tons.

Hinduism:

- Hinduism is the third largest world religion with 900 million followers 
worldwide.

- Hindus believe that life is a circle, of birth, death and rebirth. 
- Hindus believe it is vital that they protect our environment and natural 

resources. 
- They believe that this will get them good Karma which will help their life 

cycle towards Nirvana.

Questions:
1) How can beauty prove the existence of God?
2) “Over-consumerism is the biggest cause of social injustice in the world” - Do you agree or disagree? Why?
3) Explain how Genesis 2 gives the Christian understanding of Stewardship.

Keywords:

Stewardship – Humans are responsible for the world and should 
protect it. The Islamic word for it is Khalifa.
Dominion – God has given humans the power over animals and 
plants.
Consumerism – A social belief in constantly buying products.
Ahimsa – The Hindu concept of “doing no harm” made famous by 
Mahatma Gandhi.
Atman – The Hindu word for soul.



St Joseph’s College RE Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

To analyse the development of Christianity from the time of Christ to the modern world.

Summer Term 1: Unit 5 Church History

Pentecost:

Pentecost is the name of the event which occurred fifty days after Christ’s 
resurrection where the Holy Spirit descended onto the disciples. This gift of the 
Holy Spirit allowed the disciples to speak many different languages which helped 
them spread the word of God.

Acts 2 contains the account of Pentecost,
it is vital reading to understand the beginning
of the Church. 

It can be seen as the Church’s “birthday”.

Early Christianity and Persecution

- Emperor Nero declared Christianity an ‘illegal superstition’ in 
70AD.

- There was widescale persecution up to the Emperor St. 
Constantine who legalised Christianity and made it the official 
religion of the Empire.

- All the Apostles, except one, were martyred.

“This is My command to you: Love one another. If the world hates 
you, understand that it hated Me first. If you were of the world, 

it would love you as its own. Instead, the world hates you, 
because you are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of 

the world.…” (John 15:18)

The History of the Church:

Questions:
1) Explain the significance of Pentecost for Christians.
2) Give two ways Christianity was persecuted in its early days.
3) “suffering proves that God does not exist” Evaluate this statement. 

Keywords:
Sanhedrin – A group of Jewish religious authorities.
St. Stephen - First Apostolic martyr, deacon/minister in early 
Church.
Persecution - Abuse, torture, or bad treatment of people for 
their beliefs.
Martyr – Person killed for their religious beliefs.
Apostles/Apostolic – Jesus’ followers that passed down his 
message.
Magisterium – The word for when the Pope and Bishops meet to 
interpret the Bible for today.
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To explore the modern Church’s key beliefs and how they affect Christian lives today.

Summer Term 2: The Holy Spirit & Christianity

The Sacraments:

The Sacraments map out the 
journey of a Christians life from 
the moment of their birth to 
their marriage and last days.

The Trinity:

The Trinity is the Christian understanding 
of One God in three Persons.

Trinity as a Lightbulb:
- Father is the bulb as it holds the whole 

object together (unifies).
- The Son is the light as we can and have 

seen it.
- The HS is the heat which we feel but 

cannot see.

Gifts of the Holy Spirit:

These are the seven gifts
given to us by the Holy Spirit. 
This was made possible by
Christ’s resurrection and the
descent of the Holy Spirit
at Pentecost.

Questions:
1) Explain two different Christian Sacraments.
2) Rank the Gifts of the Holy Spirit from most to least important. Explain your decision.
3) Explain why the Son (Jesus Christ) is often referred to as the “Light of the World”. 

Keywords:

Sacrament – An outward sign of inward grace ordained by Jesus 
Christ.
Trinity – The Christian understanding of God as Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit.
Monotheism – The belief in One God.
Holy Spirit – The Third Person of the Holy Trinity which was 
given to the world at Pentecost.
Reverence – Seeing God as a loving Father
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To explore the modern Church’s key beliefs and how they affect Christian lives today.

Summer Term 2: Unit 6 The Holy Spirit & Christianity 

The 7 Sacraments of the Catholic Church

Baptism
• The first Sacrament of Initiation
• Usually taken as a baby, but many 

adults are baptised too.
• An opportunity to welcome Christ into 

their lives. 
• Cleanses you of Original Sin. 
• Holy Water is required to perform 

the Baptism. 

Reconciliation (Confession)
• A Sacrament of Healing
• Brings the gift of forgiveness and the 

grace to change.
• In the Catholic Church, you ask God 

to forgive your sins through a priest, 
who gives you advice and a penance to 
stay on the right path.

Eucharist
• The second Sacrament of Initiation.
• This is when the Catholic receives the 

Body (bread) and Blood (wine) of Christ.
• Catholics believe that the bread and 

wine becomes the Body, Blood, Soul and 
Divinity of Christ (transubstantiation).

• This was started by Jesus in the Last 
Supper. 

Confirmation 
• The final Sacrament of Initiation
• This is when the Catholic 

confirms their baptismal vows and 
the wish to remain a Christian.

• Through the Bishop, they receive 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit: 
Wisdom, understanding, right 
judgement, courage, knowledge, 
piety and reverence.

Marriage
• A Sacrament of Vocation.
• This is when a man and woman 

commit themselves to each other, 
in front of their friends and 
family and in front of God.

• Marriage is monogamous, 
exclusive, legally binding, publicly 
acknowledged, consummated in 
sexual union, life-giving and life-
long.

Holy Orders 
• A Sacrament of Vocation
• This is when a man becomes a 

deacon/ priest/ bishop in the 
Catholic Church.

• A priests makes a vow of celibacy 
and obedience to the area bishop.

• They are anointed with chrism oil

Anointing of the Sick
• A Sacrament of Healing
• This is given to those who are in 

danger of death or those about 
to have a serious medical 
operation.

• The Sacrament brings the power 
and love of the Holy Spirit 
including strength, comfort, 
peace and courage. The 
forgiveness of sins. Spiritual 
healing. Helps the person 
overcome the fear of death. 
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In the skills topic you will learn all about planning different types of scientific enquiries to answer questions. This will include taking measurements, 
recording data and drawing conclusions and explanation of results.

Autumn Term: Skills

Scientific Equipment:

Lab Rules: Bunsen Burner:

Diagrams are used when drawing practical equipment to make it 
easier and quicker to draw.

evaporating 
basin 

clamp and 
stand 

thermometer 
tripod 

and 
gauze 

filter paper 
and funnel 

test tube beaker Bunsen 
burner 

conical 
flask 

The Safety Flame:

The safety flame is 
used when the Bunsen 
burner is not in use. 
The flame is easier to 
see when it is the 
yellow flame. To 
produce this flame, 
the air hole is fully 
shut. Less oxygen will 
get into the Bunsen 
burner, hence the 
yellow flame. 

The Roaring Flame:

The roaring flame 
is used to heat 
things quickly. To 
produce this 
flame, the air hole 
must be fully open. 
More oxygen will 
get into the 
Bunsen burner, 
hence the blue 
flame. 

 Always wear googles during a 
practical. 

 Stand up during a practical. 
 No running in the lab. 
 Tie long hair back with a 

bobble. 
 When something gets broken, 

tell a teacher. 
 Inform a teacher of any spills 

and mop up immediately. 
 Make sure equipment gets put 

away at the end of a practical. 

The Bunsen burner is an important piece of 
scientific equipment. It is used in many science 
experiments and uses methane gas. 

Keywords:

Independent variable: the variable you 
change.
Dependent variable: the variable you 
measure.
Control variables: the variables you keep the 
same.
Prediction: what you think will happen and 
why?
Method: how to carry out the practical 
investigation.
Results table: as the practical is carried out, 
write the results in a table. Bar graph – used 
with categorical data.
Bar graph: used with categorical data

Scatter graph – used with continues data. 
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Describe common chemical reactions including: Combustion, Thermal decomposition, Exothermic and Endothermic reactions and Conservation of mass

Autumn Term: Chemistry - Chemical Reactions

Combustion: (Scientific name for burning)

Thermal decomposition:

Catalysts: 

Exothermic and Endothermic reactions: Displacement reactions:

Keywords:
Reactant: substances that are reacting together in a chemical reaction
Product: substances that are formed in a chemical reaction
Endothermic reactions: reactions that take in thermal energy
Exothermic reactions: reactions that give out thermal energy
Oxidation reactions: when an element is chemically combined with oxygen
Combustion: burning a substance, often a fuel, in oxygen
Thermal decomposition: using heat to break down a compound into two or 
more products
Reactivity series: a list of metals in order of reactivity
Displacement: more reactive metals will displace a less reactive metal from 
its compound
Catalyst: a substance that increases the rate of a reaction but is not used up 
in the reaction
Activation Energy: the minimum amount of energy needed for particles to 
react when they collide
Polymer: a long chain made up of many monomers.

An example of an  exothermic reaction. There are two types of combustion –
complete combustion and incomplete combustion. 
Complete Combustion: Coal, oil and gas are fuels. They contain hydrocarbons 
(compounds of hydrogen and carbon atoms only). When these fuels burn, it reacts 
with oxygen in the air to produce carbon dioxide and water vapour. 

Fuel + Oxygen → Carbon Dioxide + Water
Incomplete Combustion: If there is not enough oxygen in the air incomplete 
combustion will happen instead. This time either carbon monoxide is produced (a 
toxic gas which can lead to death) or carbon is produced (appears as soot and 
smoke which can cause breathing problems).   

Fuel + Oxygen → Carbon Monoxide + Water 
Fuel + Oxygen → Carbon + Water

In an endothermic reaction, 
thermal energy is taken in from 
the surroundings, therefore there 
is a temperature decrease. 
e.g. thermal decomposition.

In an exothermic reaction, 
thermal energy is given out to the 
surroundings, therefore there is a 
temperature increase.
e.g. Combustion, oxidation and 
neutralisation reactions

Some compounds break down when heated, forming two or more 
products from one reactants. Many metal carbonates can break down 
easily when it is heated: 

Copper Carbonate → Copper Oxide + Carbon Dioxide

Copper carbonate is green, copper oxide is black. 
We can test for carbon dioxide using limewater. Limewater is 
colourless, but turns cloudy when carbon dioxide is bubbled through it.

• Speed up the rate of a chemical reaction
• Does not alter the products of the reaction
• Is unchanged chemically and in mass at the end of the reaction.
• Catalysts provide an alternative reaction pathway that has a lower 

activation energy

Displacement reactions involve a metal and 
a compound of a different metal. In 
displacement reactions, a more reactive 
metal will displace a less reactive metal 
from its compound. 

Magnesium is more reactive than copper, 
so it displaces (pushes out) the copper out 
of the compound. 

Magnesium + Copper Sulfate  Magnesium Sulfate + Copper
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Electric Charge Some particles carry an electric charge. In electric wires these particles are called electrons. An electric current is a flow of charge, and in a wire this will be 
a flow of electrons. For an electric current to flow we need: • Something to transfer the energy to the electrons, such as a cell, battery or power pack. • A complete path for 
the electrons to flow through (a complete circuit). 

Autumn Term: Physics - Electricity

C

Keywords:

Ammeter: A device used to measure current ( flow of charge per second).
Ampere: Unit of current
Conductor: A material which allows charge to move easily through it.
Electron : particle which flows in a circuit carrying a negative charge.
Series Circuit: A single loop - current the same value at each point in the circuit.
Parallel Circuit: In a parallel circuit, the current divides into two or more
loops before recombining to complete the circuit.
Insulator: A material that does not allow charge or heat to pass through it easily.
Ohms: The unit of electrical resistance. Unit is Ω
Resistance: Opposing the flow of current in a circuit
Potential Difference: energy per unit charge in a circuit.
Volt: Unit of potential difference . E.g. the potential difference across the lamp was 6 
volts (V).
Voltmeter: A device used to measure potential difference.
Battery: Store of chemical energy

Resistance: The wires and 
other components in a 
circuit reduce the flow of 
charge through them – this 
is resistance. The resistance 
increases when you add more 
components in series. The 
resistance of two lamps is 
greater than the resistance 
of one lamp, so less current 
will flow through them.

Series circuits :
• You get several components 

one after another 
• If a component breaks the 

circuit is broken and all the 
other components stop 
working. 

• The current is the same 
everywhere in a series 
circuit no matter where you 
put the ammeter – it will 
give the same reading.

Parallel circuits:
• Different components are connected on different 

branches.
• If a component breaks the component on the 

different branches keep working.
• Unlike series, the lamps stay bright if you add more 

lamps.
• Current is shared between the components.

Potential difference is a 
measure of the difference in 
energy between two parts of a 
circuit. The bigger the 
difference in energy, the bigger 
the potential difference. 
Potential difference is 
measured in volts. A 230V is a 
bigger potential difference than 
12V. A voltmeter is used to 
measure the potential 
difference, and must be in 
parallel.

Current is measured in amperes 
(A). 20A is a bigger current that 
10A. An ammeter is used to 
measure the current. The 
ammeter must be connected in 
series.



St Joseph’s College Science Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

DNA:
DNA is found in the nuclei of cells and organized into chromosomes. This genetic 
information is passed from one generation to the next. It’s called heredity and 
why we resemble our parents. 
DNA molecules contain two strands. The strands form a double helix. These 
strands are held together by bonds between base pairs.
A gene is a section of DNA that is responsible for characteristics such as eye 
colour. Human have around 20,000 genes. One copy of all your chromosomes is 
called your genome. 

Human body cells each contain 23 pairs of chromosomes, half of which are from 
each parent. Human gametes (eggs and sperm) each contain 23 chromosomes. 
When an egg is fertilized by a sperm, it becomes a cell with 23 pairs of 
chromosomes. This is why children resemble both their parents – half of their 
chromosomes and DNA come from their mother, and half from their father.

Understand how characteristics are inherited

Autumn Term: Biology - Inheritance

Continuous and Discontinuous Variation:
Continuous Variation

Discontinuous Variation

Keywords:
Nucleus: Controls what happens inside the cell. Chromosomes are structures 
found in the nucleus of most cells.
DNA: Deoxyribonucleic Acid. The material inside the nucleus of cells, carrying 
the genetic information of a living being. 
Double Helix: The shape of DNA molecule with two strands twisted together in 
a spiral.
Independence: The dependence of organisms on one another.
Habitat: Where an Animal lives.
Variation: Difference between individuals.
Continuous Variation: Variation that shows a wide range of intermediate values 
between two extremes. They can be measured. E.g. Hand Span
Discontinuous Variation: Difference between individuals in a characteristic 
that can only be put into different categories. E.g. Eye colour 

Human height is an example. It ranges from the 
smallest person on Earth to the tallest. Continuous 
variation shows characteristics that change 
gradually over time. 

A characteristic of any species with only a 
limited number of possible vales. Eye colour 
and blood group are examples. 

Variation:
Genetic
Variation in characteristics 
that is a result of genetic 
information from parents.
Examples include: 
• Eye colour
• Hair colour
• Lobed or lobleess ears
• Ability to roll your tongue.
Environment

Characteristics of animal and 
plant species can be affected 
by factors such as climate, 
diet, accidents, culture and 
lifestyle. 
Examples include:
• Language
• Religion

Extinction:
The permanent loss of all the members of a species. 
Reasons for extinction:
 Introduction of a NEW diseases
 Introduction of a NEW competitor
 Introduction of a NEW predator/overhunting
 Lack of food/prey
 Environmental change (Temperature, rainfall, loss of habitat etc.)
 Natural disaster

Evolution:
Change in the inherited characteristics of a 
population over time through a process of natural 
selection, which may result in the formation of a new 
species. 

The theory of evolution by natural selection states 
that all species of living things have evolved from 
simple life forms that first developed more than 
three billion years ago.
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Describe how Scientists use the Periodic Table to order the elements they have discovered, comparing metals to non-metals including their reactions.

Autumn Term: Chemistry - The Periodic Table

Metals vs Non-metals

Reactions of metals and reactivity:

Keywords:
Periodic Table – A tabular representation of all known elements in 
order based on atomic number.
Atomic Number – The number of protons in the nucleus of an atom. 
Also called the proton number. 
Periods – A horizontal row in the Periodic Table. 
Groups– A vertical column in the Periodic Table containing elements 
with similar chemical properties.
Elements – A substance made of only one type of atoms.
Compound – A substance where two or more elements have chemically 
joined together. 
Displacement – The removal of one element in a compound by another 
more reactive element.

Metals are:
• Shiny
• Sonorous
• Strong
• Good conductors 

of heat and 
electricity

• Malleable (can be 
bent and shaped)

• Have high 
densities

Displacement of Halogens:
Group 7 elements are non metals and form molecules of two atoms.
Group 7 halogens become less reactive when you move down the group. 

More reactive halogens will displace less reactive halogens from an 
aqueous solution of its salt (a colour change is seen). 

Chlorine + potassium iodide  potassium chloride + iodine
Cl2 + 2KI  2KCl + I2

Non-metals 
are:
• Dull
• Brittle
• Poor 

conductors 
of heat and 
electricity 

The reactivity series is a league table for metals with more 
reactive metals at the top and less reactive metals at the 
bottom. 
More reactive metals will displace less reactive metals 
from a compound.  

Lithium + Water  Lithium hydroxide + Hydrogen
2Li + 2H20  2LiOH + H2

Metals will react with oxygen to make metal oxides and 
acid to make salt and hydrogen. The more reactive the 
metal the faster the reaction; 

Group 1 metals will react with water because they are so 
reactive.

Magnesium + Oxygen  Magnesium oxide
2Mg + O2  2MgO

Zinc + Hydrochloric acid  Zinc chloride + Hydrogen
Zn + 2HCl  ZnCl2 + H2
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In this unit you will learn how to interpret distance-time graphs and velocity-time graphs, as well as how pressure affects substances.

Spring Term: Physics - Motion and Pressure

Velocity-time graphs:
The velocity of an object is its speed in a particular direction. A velocity-time 
graph shows the speed and direction an object travels over a specific period of 
time.

Distance-time graphs:

Pressure in gas:

Keywords:
Speed: Speed ((m/s) = distance (m) / Time (s)
Average speed: The Total distance / by total time it took to complete a 
journey

Velocity: Speed in a given direction
Acceleration: change in velocity/time
Gas pressure: Collision of gas particles on the container

Atmospheric pressure: The air particles that surround you in our 
atmosphere exert a pressure on all objects as the collide.
Liquid pressure: Liquid molecules colliding and exerting a force on 
the container.

Pressure: (Solid) Pressure = Weight or force / area

Distance-time graph represent the 
motion of an object. It shows how 
the distance moved from a starting 
point changes over time. 
Distance travelled = the Y axis
Time taken =  x axis
The gradient = speed.
This means that:

- Horizontal for a stationary object 
(because the distance stays the 
same)
- The steeper the horizontal line is, 
the quicker the object is moving.

You can work out the speed using this graph using this equation:
Speed (m/s) = distance (m) / Time (s)
Eg: From the distance-time graph, calculate the speed between 6 s and 
10 s. Speed (m/s) = distance (m) / Time (s)
distance travelled = 7 – 6 = 1 m   time taken = 10 – 6 = 4 s
speed = 1m / 4s = 0.25 m/s

When an object is moving with a constant 
velocity - the line on the graph is 
horizontal. 
Constant acceleration: the line on the 
graph is straight but sloped.
Curved lines on velocity-time graphs also 
show changes in velocity, but not with a 
constant acceleration or deceleration. A 
loped line downwards shows deceleration.

The particles in a gas move quickly in all directions. However, when the gas particles 
are inside a container, they collide with the walls of their container. This is what 
cause pressure. You can increase the pressure in three ways.
1) Increase temperature. This cause the particles in a gas move faster, so they 
collide with the walls of the container more often. 
2) Decrease the volume of the container (same amount of particles). This will also 
allow the particles to collide with the wall of the container more frequently.
3) Increasing the number of particles in the container. This will also increase the 
number of collisions of the container.
Pressure in solids:
Pressure is how much force is exerted over an area. The force is weight which is 
measured in N. 
You can calculate pressure is solids with the below equation.  
Eg:  A force of 20 N acts over an area of 4 m2. Calculate the pressure.
pressure = force ÷ area
= 20 N ÷ 4 m2 = 5 N/m2 

Pressure (N/m2 )= force (N) ÷ area (m2)
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Understand how choices people make will affect their bodies.

Spring Term: Biology - Healthy Lifestyle

Substance Misuse:

Food Groups:Keywords:
Micronutrient: micronutrients, often referred to as vitamins and minerals, are 
vital to healthy development, disease prevention, and wellbeing.
Macronutrient: a type of food (e.g. fat, protein, carbohydrate) required in 
large amounts in the diet.
Malnourished: suffering from malnutrition
Enzyme: a substance produced by a living organism which acts as a catalyst to 
bring about a specific biochemical reaction.
Balanced diet: a diet consisting of a variety of different types of food and 
providing adequate amounts of the nutrients necessary for good health.
Kcals: unit to measure energy.
Obesity: a condition where the body accumulates too much fat
Diabetes: a condition where blood glucose levels stay too high as insulin is not 
produced by the body Insulin - produced in body to control blood sugar levels
Coronary heart disease: caused by a build up of cholesterol in the arteries, 
restricting blood flow

Alcohol- A lifestyle choice
Men & women should drink <14 units/week
1 unit= 1 single spirit
1.5 units= 1 pint, 1 small glass of wine
Can increase risk of addiction & cancers. 

Smoking & Nicotine – A lifestyle choice
Nicotine is an addictive drug found in tobacco 
products. Cigarette smoke contains nicotine, tar 
and carbon dioxide. Passive smoking also 
carries risk to others.

Drugs- Including legal and illegal. 
Prescription misuse – when people take non 
medical use and become addicted to them.
Stimulants- Speeds up the central nervous 
system to increase neural activity in the brain.

Side Effect – Damage to 
organs, weight gain, 
difficulty in decision making, 
relationship breakdown & 
leading to risky behaviour. 

Side Effect –
Increase risk of 
disease, addiction & 
anxiety. 

Side Effect –
Addictive, paranoia 
and suicidal feelings. 

Food Group Function Example

Carbohydrate To provide energy Bread, Pasta

Protein For growth and repair Meat, Eggs, Pulses

Fat To provide and store energy. 
Insulate the body

Butter, Oils

Minerals and 
Vitamins

Needed in small amounts to 
maintain health

Fruits, Vegetables, Milk

Fibre To help food move through 
the gut

Bran, Cereal

Water Needed for cells and body 
fluids

Juice, Water

Digestion:

The food we eat has to be 
broken down into other 
substances that our bodies 
can use. 

Enzymes: 

Carbohydrase: 
Enzyme that 
breaks down 
carbohydrates.

Protease: 
Enzyme that 
breaks down 
proteins. 

Lipase: Enzyme 
that breaks down 
lipids (fats & 
oils). 
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How does magnets interact? What is a permeant magnet and an electromagnet

Spring Term: Physics - Magnets and electromagnets

The Earth's magnetic field:

Earth behaves like giant magnet that creates its own magnetic field.
The north end of a compass is attracted to align with the 
Earth North Pole.
This is because what we call the earths north is in facts the Earth's 
magnetic south (opposite attracts).

Magnets:
Magnets have force around them called magnetic field. We 
can draw magnetic field lines.  These always point from the 
NORTH POLE of a magnet to the SOUTH POLE. The closer 
together the magnetic field lines, the stronger the 
magnetic field. This can be seen at the pole. Field lines can 
be mapped two ways. 
1) Use plotting compass 2) use iron filings

Electromagnets:

Electromagnets are magnets are temporary magnets that can be turned on 
and off by switching on and off the current.
.Electromagnets have many uses:
• Moving metal scraps
• MRI scans
• High speed trains
• Starting a car
To make an electromagnet you need a metal core,
wire and a current.

You can make an electromagnet stronger by:

1. Adding a core of iron/steel

2. Increasing the number of coils of wire

3. Increasing the size of the current

Keywords:
Magnetic field: A force around the magnetic object

Magnetic field lines: Lines that describes the magnetic 
field.
Attract: opposite magnetic pole will 
attract magnets
Repel: same magnetic pole will push 
the magnets apart
Temporary magnet: An 
electromagnet, it needs electricity to 
work. Can be turned on and off

Iron, cobalt 
and nickel are 
three metals 
that are 
magnetic
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Spring Term: Biology - Ecosystems

Photosynthesis:

Leaf Structure:
Epidermis: prevents water loss
Palisade Mesophyll layer: lots of 
photosynthetic cells
Spongy Mesophyll layer: loosely packed 
cells for gas exchange
Guard cells: regulate the opening and 
closing of the stomata

Food chains:

Respiration:
Aerobic Respiration:

Anaerobic Respiration:
(In Animals)

Anaerobic Respiration:
(In Plants and Yeast)

Keywords:
Environment: All the conditions that surround a living organism
Habitat: The place where an organism lives
Population: All the members of a single species that live in a habitat
Community: All the populations of different organisms that live 
together in a habitat
Ecosystem: A community and the habitat in which organisms live

The plant is the 
producer and the 
animals are 
consumers.

The first consumer 
in the chain is called 
the primary 
consumer.

The next one is the 
secondary consumer.

The one after that 
is the tertiary 
consumer.

Herbivore: Only 
eats plants.
Carnivore: Only eats 
other animals.
Omnivore: Eats both 
animals and plants.

A predator is 
an animal that 
hunts and eats 
other animals.

Prey is the 
animal that 
gets eaten by 
the predator.

In the food 
chain above;

The frog is a 
predator and a 
grasshopper is 
its prey

The hawk is a 
predator and 
the frog is its 
prey

Understand the processes of photosynthesis and 
respiration and their impact on an ecosystem.
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In this topic you will learn about the structure of the Earth, the different types of rocks and what causes an Earthquake. 

Spring Term: Chemistry - The Earth

Types of Rocks:
The Mantle rock is made out 
of molten rock. This molten 
rock can come out of the 
crust through volcanoes. 
Magma is molten rock 
underground. Lava is molten 
rock above the ground. 
Igneous rocks: 
• Have no layers
• Have crystals
• Do not react with acids
• Do not contain fossils
Extrusive igneous rocks form 
from lava cooled above the 
ground.
Intrusive igneous rocks form 
from magma cooled below the 
ground.  
Sedimentary rocks are 
formed from sediment which 
is made by weathering. 
Rocks can be weathered by: 
• Acid rain which chemically 

breaks down the rock
• Wind/rain which washes 

away small grains into the 
rivers

• Freeze-thaw weathering –
water gets into cracks, 
freezes, expands and 
makes the crack bigger. 
This repeats until the 
rock is cracked into two. 

The Earth:

Metamorphic rocks are hard rocks made deep under the 
Earth with distinct layers and crystals. The original rock 
is exposed to heat from the mantle and pressure from 
the rocks above to cause a chemical reaction. 

The atoms that make up rocks are constantly recycled 
over millions of years, known as the Rock Cycle. The 
movement of tectonic plates causes uplift of 
metamorphic and igneous rocks, forming mountains and 
allowing the rocks to be weathered. 

When the tectonic plates move they get stuck on each 
other until the pressure gets large enough to make the 
plates “jump” past each other causing an earthquake. 

Main gases in the atmosphere:
Nitrogen 78%
Oxygen 21% 
Argon 1%
Carbon Dioxide 0.4 %

Keywords:
Atmosphere: Mixture of gases that surrounds the Earth
Igneous rock: Rock that has been formed from magma or lava.
Sedimentary rock: Rock that has been formed by layers of sediment 
being pressed down and sticking together. You can see the layers of 
sediment in the rock.
Metamorphic rock: Rock that started out as igneous or sedimentary 
rock but changed due to being exposed to extreme heat or pressure.
Magma: Molten rock that remains underground.
Lava: Molten rock that comes out of the ground, to the surface. 
Sediment; Natural solid material that is moved and dropped off in a new 
place by water or wind, e.g. sand.
Weathering: the breaking down or dissolving of rocks and minerals on 
the surface of the Earth. Water, ice, acids, salts, plants, animals, and 
changes in temperature are all agents of weathering

The Earth is made up of 
four main layers:
• Solid crust
• Liquid mantle 
• Liquid outer core
• Solid inner core

The crust is divided up into 
tectonic plates which are 
sections of the crust 
floating on the mantle and 
can move around. The outer 
mantle and the crust are 
called the lithosphere. 

It is difficult to study the inside of the Earth 
because the crust is too thick to drill through. 
Scientists use data from explosions and 
earthquakes to work out the different layers.
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The individual substances in a mixture can be separated using different methods, depending on the type of mixture.

Summer Term: Chemistry - Mixtures

Planning an investigation:

Separating Mixtures:

Keywords:
Mixture: more than one type of substance not chemically combined
Solution: a liquid mixture in which a solute has dissolves in the 
solvent 
Solute: a substance in a solution– dissolves in the solvent
Solvent: the liquid which the solute dissolves in 
Saturated: the point at which no more solute can dissolve
Pure: only one type of particle
Dissolve: the ability of a solid to mix into a liquid to become a 
solution 
Soluble: a substance is capable of dissolving 
Solubility: how much of a substance will dissolve in a solution
Insoluble: a substance is not capable of dissolving
Filter: to remove solid particles from liquid particles
Evaporate: particles go from a liquid to a gas

1. Ask a question

2. Form a hypothesis/make a 
prediction

3. Perform an experiment

4. Record observations

5. Analyse data and make a 
conclusion

6. Present results

7. Evaluate the method

A method used to separate a mixture of liquids or the 
solvent from a solution, because substances have 
different boiling point. 

Evaporation (Crystallisation):
A method used to separate a soluble 
solid from a liquid, through 
evaporating the liquid.

Chromatography:
A method for 
separating dissolved 
substances in a 
mixture from one 
another. Often used 
when the dissolved 
substance are 
coloured such as 
inks, food colouring
or plant dyes.

Distillation:

Filtration:
A method for separating an 
insoluble solid from a liquid, 
because the insoluble solid is 
stopped by the filter paper.

To make sure a test 
is valid and results 
are comparable the 
control variables are 
kept the same.

Continuous data should 
be presented on a line 
graph. 
Discontinuous/discrete 
data should be 
presented on a bar 
chart
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In this topic, you will be learning about the different types of energy transfer including the efficiency of different energy resources. 

Summer Term: Physics - Energy Transfers

Insulation:

Energy Transfer: Energy stores:

Keywords:
Energy Transfer- One energy store converting into another energy 
store.
Conversation of Energy- Energy cannot be created or destroyed it can 
be stored, dissipated or transferred from one form into another.
Internal Energy- sum of kinetic and potential energies of particles in a 
closed system.
Kinetic Energy- Energy which an object possesses by being in motion.
Elastic Potential Energy- Energy stored in squashed, stretched or 
twisted materials. 
Gravitational Potential Energy- The energy stored by an object lifted 
up against the force of gravity. Also known as GPE.
Thermal Energy Store- Energy store filled when an object is warmed 
up.

Energy can be transferred in the following ways-
Mechanically – when work is done
Electrically – when moving charge does work
Heating – when energy is transferred from a hotter object to a colder object

Conduction- When a solid is heated, the 
particles vibrate and collide more, and 
the energy is transferred. 

Convection- When 
a liquid or a gas is 
heated, the 
particles move 
faster. This means 
the liquid or gas 
becomes less 
dense. The denser 
region will rise 
above the cooler 
region. This is a 
convection current. 

Insulation reduces the amount of heat lost. In your home, you can prevent 
heat loss in a number of ways:

• thick walls;

• thermal insulation, such as:

• loft insulation (reducing convection);

• cavity walls (reduces conduction and convection);

• Double glazing (reduces conduction). 

Energy can never be created or destroyed, just transferred from one form to another. Some 
energy is transferred usefully and some energy gets transferred into the environment. This 
is mostly wasted energy. 

Conservation of Energy:

Radiation- Objects that are hot emit radiation. Black and 
matt surfaces are good absorbers and emitters of 
radiation. White and shiny surfaces are bad absorbers and 
emitters of radiation.  
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yo hago
yo no hago

The present tense
Irregular Verbs

Irregular verbs in the present tense use different endings to 
regular -ar, -er, and -ir verbs when conjugated, and/or
undergo a change in the syllables of the stem.

yo juego
yo no juego

The present tense
Radical-Changing Verbs - u > ue changes

Stem-changing verbs in the present tense use the same 
endings as regular -ar, -er, and -ir verbs when conjugated, 
but undergo a vowel change in the last syllable of the stem.

Objective: Learn how to talk about which sports you play and express 
opinions. Learn to talk about the weather.

Autumn Term 1: Pasatiempos y músicos Year 8 Half Term 1

The present tense
Regular verbs

In Spanish, there are three types of 
infinitive: -ar (e.g. hablar = to talk), -er
(e.g. comer = to eat) and –ir (e.g. vivir = to 
live). To form the present tense, take off 
–ar, -er, or –ir, and add:

me encanta

me gusta
mucho

me gusta

me chifla

me fascina

me interesa

me mola

es apasionante

Question: ¿Cuál es tu deporte favorito?
Answer: Yo juego al fútbol porque es apasionante.

Singular -ar -er -ir

Yo -o -o -o

Tú -as -es -es

Él
Ella

Usted

-a -e -e

Plural -ar -er -ir

Nosotros -amos -emos -imos

Vosotros -áis -éis -ís

Ellos
Ellas

Ustedes

-an -en -en

Singular Jugar = to 
play

Yo juego

Tú juegas

Él
Ella

Usted

juega

Plural Jugar = to play

Nosotros jugamos

Vosotros jugáis

Ellos
Ellas

Ustedes

juegan

Singular Hacer = to do

Yo hago

Tú haces

Él
Ella

Usted

hace

Plural Hacer = to do

Nosotros hacemos

Vosotros hacéis

Ellos
Ellas

Ustedes

hacen

no me gusta

no me gusta 
nada

odio

detesto

es aburrido

es difícil

es lento

es rápido
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Sport personalities in the Hispanic culture

Autumn Term 1: Pasatiempos y músicos Year 8 Half Term 1

LS Sp1 (Y10) Monday 10:10 - 10:50

¿Qué tiempo hace en tu ciudad en invierno?

Latin American artists
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 |

yo tengo 
frío

Hace 
frío

Hace
viento

Hace  
mal tiempo

En invierno ….

DIEGO RIVERA | 

México |
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 |

WIFREDO LAM |

Cuba |

yo tengo
calor

Hace
calor

Hace
sol

Hace
buen tiempo

¿Qué tiempo hace en tu ciudad en verano?

En verano ….

Roberto Durán (Panama) - Boxeador
a.k.a Roberto "Manos de Piedra" Durán,
is one of the best boxers of all time.
According to Lo Mejor del Boxeo
(LMB), the Panamanian is considered
the greatest Latin American boxer of all

time. Ayrton Senna (Brazil) – Piloto de carreras Ayrton is not only
considered one of the best racers in the history of Formula 1, but of all
the world sport. Édgar Rentería (Colombia) – Bateador de béisbol. If
there is an athlete who imposed his conditions without being from an
uncommon country for that discipline. The Colombian conquered two
World Series rings, achieving in both the unstoppable to give the final
victory to their respective teams. Emanuel Ginóbili (Argentina) –
Baloncesto. At 41, the recently retired Emanuel "Manu" Ginóbili is
considered the best Latin American basketball player of all time and one
of the best in the history of the NBA.

voy de 
excursión

voy de 
compras

voy al cine
hago

deportes
leo un libro

Juego a los 
videojuegos

chateopaseonadojuego al fútbol

toco un 
instrumento

canto en un 
coro

bailoescucho
música

quedo con los 
amigos



St Joseph’s College Spanish Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

Objective: Learn to talk about your school and the subjects you study.

Autumn Term 1: Mi instituto y los trabajos Year 8 Half Term 2

es divertido

es fácil

es interesante

es práctico

es útil

me apasiona

es obligatorio

me entretiene

Question: ¿Qué estudias?
Answers: Estudio ciencias, matemáticas y español. Mi asignatura 
favorita es la informática. Hay una pista de fútbol, un teatro, un 
comedor y una piscina.

The imperfect tense

Plural Estudiar = to 
study

Nosotros estudiábamos

Vosotros estudiabais

Ellos
Ellas

estudiaban

es aburrido

es difícil

es duro

me aburre

me da igual

no tengo 
tiempo

Singu
lar

Estudiar = to 
study

Yo estudiaba

Tú estudiabas

Él
Ella

estudiaba

The present tense

Singular Estudiar = 
to study

Yo estudio

Tú estudias

Él
Ella

estudia

Plural Estudiar = to 
study

Nosotros estudiamos

Vosotros estudiáis

Ellos
Ellas

estudian

The immediate future tense

Singular Estudiar = to 
study

Yo voy a estudiar

Tú vas a estudiar

Él
Ella

va a estudiar

Plural Estudiar = to 
study

Nosotros vamos a estudiar

Vosotros vais a estudiar

Ellos
Ellas

van a estudiar

Reglas del colegio:

D
e
b
e
s

N
o 

d
e
b
e
s

Dar 
patadas

empujar

arañarpegar

comer 
chicle

¿Qué hay en tu 
mochila? (what´s in 
your bag?).

¿Qué 
asignaturas 
estudias? 
(Which subjects
do you study?)

Estudio (I study)…
No estudio  

¿Qué instalaciones 
hay?

Hay (there is)…
¿Cómo se llama tu colegio? 

una regla

el inglésel español las matemáticas

Hay (there is)…

un cuaderno una goma

un bolígrafo

un
lápiz

un
libro

un papelun estuche

la historiala informáticael francés

una regla

No hay (there is no)…

No hay (there is no)…
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Día frio 
y 

nublado

Un 
buen 
juego

Mi 
música 

favorita

y mucha 
comida

Las fiestas de Navidad y 
Año Nuevo

Autumn Term 1: Mi instituto y los trabajos Year 8 Half Term 2

Trabajos y profesiones

Desayuno 
antes de
las 8 = I 

have
breakfast
before 8 

Como 
entre las 2 
y las 3 = I 
have lunch 
between 2 

and 3

Ceno 
después

de las 9 = 
I have
dinner
after 9

Me gustaría 
ser…

I would like
to be

Quiero ser… I want to be

Soy… I am

Mi padre 
trabaja de…

My father
works as

Mi madre 
trabaja 
como…

My mother
works as

día

noche
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Objective: Learn to talk about your town, give directions, where to go in town and weekend plans.

Spring Term 2: Mi ciudad Year 8 Half Term 3

es bonita (it) is pretty

es histórica (it) is historic

es tranquila (it) is quiet, 
peaceful

es 
cosmopolita

(it) is
cosmopolitan

es cultural (it) is cultural

es aburrida (it) is boring

es estresante (it) is
stressful

es peligrosa (it) is
dangerous

es ruidosa (it) is noisy

tiene hay está es

no tiene no hay no está no es

tenía había estaba era

no tenía no había no estaba no era

Past
(Imperfect)

Present

Verbos para describir una ciudad

Las tiendas Los edificios de la ciudad
Características

Edificios de la ciudad
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+

Question: ¿Qué hay en tu ciudad?
Answers: En mi ciudad hay una iglesia
y un cine, pero no tiene ni hotel ni estadio.
Question: ¿Dónde está tu ciudad?
Answers: Está cerca de la montaña. 
Question: ¿Cómo es tu ciudad?
Answers: Es bonita pero aburrida. Está en 
Inglaterra. No me gusta tanto como el campo.
Question: ¿Dónde esta tu instituto?
Answers: Mi instituto está allí, cerca de
correos, detrás del ayuntamiento.

La semana Valdiviana (Chile)

Spring Term 2: Mi ciudad Year 8 Half Term 3

The immediate 
future tense

a

Singular

Yo voy 

Tú vas 

Él
Ella

Usted

va 

Plural

Nosotros vamos 

Vosotros vais 

Ellos
Ellas

Ustedes

van 

comprar to buy

estudiar To study

ir To go

leer To read

observar To observe

pasear To walk – to stroll

ver To see, to watch

viajar To travel

visitar To visit

cantar To sing

bailar To dance

salir To go out

una mochila a rucksack

matemáticas maths

a un concierto to a concert

un libro a book

por el parque in the park

una película a film

en tren by train

un museo a museum

en el coro with the choir

en la discoteca in a club

con los amigos with friends

Planes para el fin de semana 
(Plans for the weekend)

In 1917 the first "Valdivian Week" (Spanish: Semana
Valdiviana) was celebrated. It is an event that 
celebrates the anniversary of the city, on the 9th of 
February . Chile's oldest beauty contest, "Queen of 
The Rivers" (Spanish: Reina de Los Ríos) began the 
same year.

ir to go

seguir To 
continue

cruzar To cross

atravesar To cross

doblar To turn

coger To take

girar To turn
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Objective: Learn to talk and provide opinions about food and drink, ,the mealtimes, tapas and ordering food and healthy diet.

Spring Term 2: La comida y la dieta Year 8 Half Term 4

The present tense

Singular Comer = 
to eat

Yo como

Tú comes

Él
Ella

Usted

come

Plural Comer = to 
eat

Nosotros comemos

Vosotros coméis

Ellos
Ellas

Ustedes

comen

The present tense

Singular Beber = 
to drink

Yo bebo

Tú bebes

Él
Ella

Usted

bebe

Plural Beber = 
to drink

Nosotros bebemos

Vosotros bebéis

Ellos
Ellas

Ustedes

beben

The present tense

Singular Desayunar 
= to have 
breakfast

Yo desayuno

Tú desayunas

Él
Ella

Usted

desayuna

Plural Desayunar = 
to have 

breakfast

Nosotros desayunamos

Vosotros desayunáis

Ellos
Ellas

Ustedes

desayunan

The present tense

Singular Cenar = 
to have 
dinner

Yo ceno

Tú cenas

Él
Ella

Usted

cena

Plural Cenar = to 
have 

dinner

Nosotros cenamos

Vosotros cenáis

Ellos
Ellas

Ustedes

cenan

The present tense

Singular Merendar
= to have 
a snack

Yo meriendo

Tú meriendas

Él
Ella

Usted

merienda

Plural Merendar = 
to have a 

snack

Nosotros merendamos

Vosotros merendáis

Ellos
Ellas

Ustedes

meriendan

Tomar

to take

Almorzar

to have lunch



St Joseph’s College Spanish Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

Spring Term 2: La comida y la dieta Year 8 Half Term 4

El arroz Rice

La carne Meat

La ensalada Salad

La fruta Fruit

El marisco Seafood

Las patatas 
fritas

Chips

El pescado Fish

El pollo Chicken

El queso Cheese

Las salchichas Sausages

El salmón Salmon

La sopa Soup

El tomate Tomato

Las tostadas Toast

La verdura Vegetables

El yogur Yoghurt

La cebolla Onion

El champiñón Mushroom

Los guisantes Peas

El pimiento Pepper

Hispanic foodEstá amargo (it) is bitter

Está asqueroso (it) is  disgusting

Está delicioso (it) is delicious

Está dulce (it) is  sweet

Está insípido (it) is  bland

Mi plato favorito 
es

My favourite 
dish is

Está picante (it) is  spicy

Está sabroso (it) is  tasty

Está salado (it) is  salty

Tradicional Traditional

Es ideal (it) is ideal

Es recomendable (it) is 
recommended

Es importante (it) is important

Es esencial (it) is essential

Es aconsejable (it) is advisable

Torrijas are slices of bread (often leftover 
or very dry bread) that are soaked in milk. 
Then they are  coated in egg and then, 
fried. Cinnamon is a good optional 
addition. Sugar is a must and, if you have 
a really sweet tooth, why not try
them with syrup or honey.



St Joseph’s College Spanish Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

Objective: Learn the parts of the body, where it hurts and how often it hurts, 
illness and treatments.

Summer Term 3: El cuerpo y la salud Year 8 Half Term 5

bebe drink

bebe drink

come eat

ponte put on

toma take

leche milk

este 
jarabe

this cough 
syrup

más 
fruta

eat more 
fruit

crema cream

la 
medicina

the 
medicine

desde hace dos días

tres días

cuatro días

desde
el fin de semana

el lunes

ayer

La cabeza

La nariz

La espalda

La pierna

Los oídos

Los ojos

El cuello

El codo

El brazo

La mano

El dedo

La rodilla

El tobillo

El pie

El hombro



St Joseph’s College Spanish Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

Summer Term 3: El cuerpo y la salud Year 8 Half Term 5

I have a bite Put a plaster on I have a cough Drink milk 
with honey

I have a burn Put cream on

I feel dizzy Take a pill

I have the 
flu

Take cough 
syrup

Es Castell (Spain)

The present tense

Singular Estar = 
to be

Yo estoy

Tú estás

Él
Ella

Usted

está

Plural Estar
=to be

Nosotros estamos

Vosotros estáis

Ellos
Ellas

Ustedes

están

The Sant 
Jaume
Festival is 
held in the 
island of 
Menorca 
for three 
big days and 
nights each 
July 24-26 
in Es 
Castell. It 
dates all 
the way 
back to 
1786 when 
the 
townspeople 
first 
requested 
permission 
to honour 
their patron 
saint.

La feria de Jerez (Spain)

Feria de Jerez, 
also known as Feria 
del Caballo (Horse 

Fair), is a 
celebration in the 

Spanish 
municipality Jerez 

de la Frontera, 
traditionally held in 
the first or second 

week of May.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerez_de_la_Frontera


St Joseph’s College Spanish Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

Summer Term 3: Las vacaciones y hacer planes Year 8 Half Term 6

Question: ¿Dónde vas a ir de vacaciones? Answers: Mi familia y yo vamos a ir a 
España en avión todos los veranos. 
Question: ¿Qué actividades haces durante las vacaciones? Answers: Me gusta nadar, 
jugar al fútbol y hacer senderismo.
Question: ¿Te gusta ir en avión?
Answers: Me gusta ir en avión pero mola más ir en barco.

Objective: Learn the names of the countries in Spanish, means of transport and holiday activities.

IR

FUTURO INMEDIATO: (present of verb “ir” + a + infinitive of the action verb). To 
talk about actions or events that have been planned or are going to happen for sure 
or are close to the present. 

I am going to speak – Voy a hablar / I am going to eat – Voy a comer /I am going to 
live – Voy a vivir

La 
playa

La ciudad

La 
montaña

La isla

´

HABLAR
habl -ar

COMER
com -er

VIVIR
viv -ir

Voy
Vas
Va
Vamos
Váis
Van

a



St Joseph’s College Spanish Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

Summer Term 3: Las vacaciones y hacer planes Year 8 Half Term 6

Festival Inti Raymi (Perú)

The Inti Raymi'rata
(Quechua for "Inti festival")
is a traditional religious ceremony of the Inca 
Empire in honour of the god Inti (Quechua 
for "sun"), the most venerated deity in Inca 
religion. It was the celebration of the winter 
solstice - the shortest day of the year in 
terms of the time between sunrise and sunset 
- and the Inca New Year, when the hours of 
light would begin to lengthen again. It is held 
on June 24.

To
have

Tener Tendría

There
is

Haber Habría

To be Estar Estaría

To be Ser Sería

To go Ir Iría

To 
like

Gustar Gustaría

Infinitivo Conditional

TIME PHRASES
Ayer - yesterday
Siempre – always                    
Hoy - today
Casi siempre – almost always       
A menudo – often                    
Normalmente – normally, usually   
Generalmente – generally                           
De vez en cuando – now and again
Casi nunca – almost never
Nunca – never
Mañana - tomorrow

Voy en autobús
Voy a trabajar en tren
Voy en bicicleta
Voy en barco
Voy en moto
Voy en coche

Voy a la playa
Voy a París
Voy al cine

Voy de compras
Voy de vacaciones
Voy de excursión
Voy de viaje
Voy de fiesta

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quechua_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inca_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inti
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_in_the_Inca_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winter_solstice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inca


St Joseph’s College Spanish Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

KS3 Spanish Essentials 

QUESTION WORDS

CONNECTIVES
Y/e – and Pero - but
Sin embargo - however También – also,too
O/u – or Además – besides
Ya que/porque – because Cuando - when
Por eso – therefore
Por un lado – on the one hand
Por otro lado – on the other hand

OPINIONS
Pienso que – I think that 
Creo que – I believe that
En mi opinión – in my opinion 
Opino que/A mi modo de ver – I am of the opinion that
Me parece que – It seems to me that…
Me gusta (mucho) – I like (a lot)
No me gusta (nada) – I don´t like (at all)
Me encanta – I love
Me chifla – I am crazy about
Me mola – I like
Odio – I hate
Detesto – I detest

ayer yesterday

anteayer the day 
before 

yesterday

la semana pasada last week

el fin de semana
pasado

last
weekend

el lunes pasado last Monday

el mes pasado last month

anoche last night

el otro día the other 
day

el año pasado last year

entonces then

hace dos días two days 
ago

hace dos años two years 
ago

ayer por la mañana yesterday 
morning

PASADO

T

I

M

E

P

H

R

A

S

E

S

hoy today

normalmente usually

a veces sometimes

una vez a la semana
once a 
week

dos veces a la semana
Two times 

a week

muchas veces
many 
times

siempre always

nunca never

varias veces
several 
times

a menudo often

todos los días every day

de vez en cuando
from time 

to time

casi nunca
almost 
never

los lunes
on

Mondays

mañana tomorrow

más tarde later

la semana que viene next week

el próximo mes next month

el año que viene next year

el próximo fin de 
semana

next 
weekend

el próximo lunes
next

Monday

esta tarde
this 

afternoon

esta noche tonight

mañana por la mañana
tomorrow 
morning

mañana por la tarde
tomorrow 
afternoon

mañana por la noche
tomorrow 

night

dentro de dos años
in two 
years

PRESENTE FUTURO ¿Qué … ?- What/Which?
¿Cuándo … ? – When?
¿Dónde …? – Where?
¿Cómo …? – How?
¿Por qué … ? – Why?
¿Cuánto/a … ? – How much?
¿Cuántos/cuántas … ? – How many?
¿Para qué …? – What for …?
¿Para quién …? – Who for …?
¿Con quién …? - Who with … ?

Mona o 
Rosca
de 
Pascua



St Joseph’s College Spanish Department

Respect for FAITH Respect for LEARNING Respect for OTHERS Respect for COMMUNITY Respect for SELF

KS3 Spanish Essentials 

Describing an image:PASADO

V

E

R

B

T

E

N

S

E

S

PRESENTE FUTURO
1 PRETERITE: actions and events that are
finished. I SPOKE / I ATE / I LIVED

HABLAR
habl -é

-aste
-ó
-amos
-asteis
-aron

COMER
com -í

-iste
-ió
-imos
-isteis
-ieron

HABLAR
habl -aba

-abas
-aba
-ábamos
-abáis
-aban

COMER
com -ía

-ías
-ía
-íamos
-íais
-ían

VIVIR
viv -ía

-ías
-ía
-íamos
-íais
-ían

VIVIR 
vivido

HABLAR
habladoHe

Has
Ha
Hemos
Habéis
Han

3 PRESENT PERFECT: (present of “haber”
+ past participle). Actions or events in the
past that are somehow related to the
present, either because they are not over
yet or because the effect of the action is
still visible in the present.
I have spoken / I have eaten / I have lived.

COMER
comido

1 PRESENT SIMPLE: Used to
describe what you usually do or to
talk about universal facts.
I SPEAK/I EAT/I LIVE

VIVIR
viv -o

-es
-e
-imos
-ís
-en

COMER
com -o

-es
-e
-emos
-éis
-en

HABLAR
habl -o

-as
-a
-amos
-áis
-an

2 PRESENT CONTINUOUS: To talk
about what you are doing at the
moment, EVENTS that are
happening RIGHT NOW. I am
speaking/I am eating/I am living

HABLAR
habl -ando

COMER
com -iendo

VIVIR
viv -iendo

Estoy
Estás
Está
Estamos
Estáis
Están

CONDICIONAL

CONDITIONAL: something that
you “would” or “should” do, an
action that may happen but it’s not
happening for sure. I would talk/I
would eat/I would live

hablar
comer 
vivir

-ía
-ías
-ía
-íamos
-íais
-ían

VIVIR
viv -í

-iste
-ió
-imos
-isteis
-ieron

2 IMPERFECT: actions and events that
“used to happen” (repeated actions, such “I
used to go to school”) or “were happening”
during a period of time or when you are
describing an event in the past. I used to
speak or I was talking /I used to eat or I
was eating/I used to live or I was living.

1 IMMEDIATE FUTURE: (present of
verb “ir” + a + infinitive of the action
verb). To talk about actions or events
that have been planned or are going to
happen for sure or are close to the
present. I am going to speak/I am going
to eat/I am going to live.

HABLAR
habl -ar

COMER
com -er

VIVIR
viv -ir

Voy
Vas
Va
Vamos
Váis
Van

a

2 SIMPLE FUTURE: To talk about
what you WILL do in the future but
it’s not an arranged plan yet.
I will speak/I will eat/I will live

hablar
comer
vivir

-é
-ás
-á
-emos
-éis
-án

En la foto In the photo

En la imagen In the image

Se puede ver You can see

Veo I see

Hay There is / 
there are

En primer 
plano

In the 
foreground

En segundo 
plano

In the 
background

A la 
izquierda

On the left

A la derecha On the right



The Periodic Table of Elements

* The Lanthanides (atomic numbers 58 – 71) and the Actinides (atomic numbers 90 – 103) have been omitted.  
Relative atomic masses for Cu and Cl have not been rounded to. the nearest whole number.

1 2
1
H

hydrogen
Key 1

4
He

helium
2

7
Li

lithium
3

9
Be

beryllium
4

relative atomic mass
atomic symbol

name
atomic (proton) number

11
B

boron
5

12
C

carbon
6

14
N

nitrogen
7

16
O

oxygen
8

19
F

fluorine
9

20
Ne
neon
10

23
Na

sodium
11

24
Mg

magnesium
12

27
Al

aluminium
13

28
Si

silicon
14

31
P

phosphorus
15

32
S

sulfur
16

35.5
Cl

chlorine
17

40
Ar

argon
18

39
K

potassium
19

40
Ca

calcium
20

45
Sc

scandium
21

48
Ti

titanium
22

51
V

vanadium
23

52
Cr

chromium
24

55
Mn

manganese
25

56
Fe
iron
26

59
Co

cobalt
27

59
Ni

nickel
28

63.5
Cu

copper
29

65
Zn
zinc
30

70
Ga

gallium
31

73
Ge

germanium
32

75
As

arsenic
33

79
Se

selenium
34

80
Br

bromine
35

84
Kr

krypton
36

85
Rb

rubidium
37

88
Sr

strontium
38

89
Y

yttrium
39

91
Zr

zirconium
40

93
Nb

niobium
41

96
Mo

molybdenum
42

[98]
Tc

technetium
43

101
Ru

ruthenium
44

103
Rh

rhodium
45

106
Pd

palladium
46

108
Ag
silver
47

112
Cd

cadmium
48

115
In

indium
49

119
Sn
tin
50

122
Sb

antimony
51

128
Te

tellurium
52

127
I

iodine
53

131
Xe

xenon
54

133
Cs

caesium
55

137
Ba

barium
56

139
La*

lanthanum
57

178
Hf

hafnium
72

181
Ta

tantalum
73

184
W

tungsten
74

186
Re

rhenium
75

190
Os

osmium
76

192
Ir

iridium
77

195
Pt

platinum
78

197
Au
gold
79

201
Hg

mercury
80

204
Tl

thallium
81

207
Pb
lead
82

209
Bi

bismuth
83

[209]
Po

polonium
84

[210]
At

astatine
85

[222]
Rn

radon
86

[223]
Fr

francium
87

[226]
Ra

radium
88

[227]
Ac*

actinium
89

[261]
Rf

rutherfordium

104

[262]
Db

dubnium
105

[266]
Sg

seaborgium
106

[264]
Bh

bohrium
107

[277]
Hs

hassium
108

[268]
Mt

meitnerium
109

[271]
Ds

darmstadtium

110

[272]
Rg

roentgenium
111

[285]
Cn

copernicium
112

[286]
Nh

nihonium
113

[289]
FI

flerovium
114

[289]
Mc

moscovium
115

[293]
Lv

livermorium
116

[294]
Ts

tennessine
117

[294]
Og

oganesson
118

3 4 5 6 7 0



Multiplication Grid & Formulae

1
2

1
2

Quadratic equations
The Quadratic Equation

The solutions of ax2 + bx + c = 0,  

where a ≠ 0, are given by x = -b± (b2-4ac)
2a

Circles
Circumference =
π × diameter, C = πd

CentreCircumference =
2 × π × radius, C = 2πr

Area of a circle =
π x radius squared, A = πr2

Pythagoras
Pythagoras’ Theorem

For a right-angled triangle,
a2 + b2 = c2

c b

a

Trigonometric ratios (new to F)

sin xo = opp , cos xo = adj , tan xo = opp 
hyp hyp adj

hyp
opp

xo

adj

Volumes

Cuboid = l × w × h

Prism = area of cross section
× length

Cylinder =πr 2 h

Volume of pyramid =

Compound measures
Speed

speed = distance
time

D

S T

Density

density = mass
volume

M

D V

Pressure
The formula for pressure does not need to be learnt, and  
will be given within the relevant examination questions.

Foundation tier formulae Higher tier formulae

Trigonometric formulae

Sine Rule a = b = c
sin A sin B sin C

Cosine Rule a2 = b2 + c2 - 2bc cos A

Area of triangle = 1 ab sin C
2

A

b

c

C

a

B

l

h

r

cross  
section

1 × area of base × h3

Original origami artwork : Mark Bolitho
Origami photography: Pearson Education Ltd / Nak i Kouyioumtzis  
Ocean image © 123RF: andreykuzmin

h

Areas

Rectangle = l × w

l

w

Parallelogram = b × h h

b

a

Triangle = 1 b × h
2

b

h

Trapezium = 1 (a + b)h
2

a

h

b

h

w



tandard English
Like a(n)…

Scientist 
Mathematician 
Sports Scientist
Engineer
Artist  
Historian  
Linguist  
Inventor
Geographer  
Theologian
Manager  
Philologist
Musician
Scholarey words

ause

laborate

rticulate

At St Joseph’s College we…



At St Joseph’s College we…

Standard English means formal English. No Slang. Speak like a scholar. 
“I believe…/ I’d like to add…/ Please can I have help…/ Am I right in  thinking…? / 
I disagree with….”

Pause. Think before you speak – is what you are about to say relevant? 
Does this link to the question? 
Does this develop your understanding of the subject?

Elaborate. Can you expand your answer? Consider using a connective, e.g. however, 
besides, therefore, consequently. Do you agree or disagree with a previous comment? 
Can you link this to another topic or lesson? Can you give an example or evidence?

Articulate. Have you read through your work silently? Have you checked how to 
pronounce more complex words? What volume will you read this at? Are you confident 
in articulating yourself verbally?

Key words. Check your Knowledge Organiser – are there any relevant words
that would help? Could you use a thesaurus to be more ambitious? Is the word  you are 
using related to the topic you are discussing?



Equipment
This shows the expected list of daily 
equipment needed in school. 
Please ensure that you have the 
appropriate equipment from the start 
of the Autumn Term, in September. 
Items can be purchased on Parent Pay, 
if necessary.

Pencil case – preferably clear
Black/blue pens
Green pens
Pencils and sharpener
Ruler
Rubber 
Glue stick
Highlighters 
Math set
Calculator



2021-22 Homework Timetable Year 8



You must ensure that you are doing at least 30 minutes of independent reading every week.

Date Book Pages Parent/Guardian
Signature

Teacher Signature Date Book Pages Parent/Guardian
Signature

Teacher Signature

Autumn Term Weekly Reading Log



You must ensure that you are doing at least 30 minutes of independent reading every week.

Date Book Pages Parent/Guardian
Signature

Teacher Signature Date Book Pages Parent/Guardian
Signature

Teacher Signature

Spring Term Weekly Reading Log



You must ensure that you are doing at least 30 minutes of independent reading every week.

Date Book Pages Parent/Guardian
Signature

Teacher Signature Date Book Pages Parent/Guardian
Signature

Teacher Signature

Summer Term Weekly Reading Log



2021-22 Assessment Calendar Year 8



Out of class record:

Date Time Reason Signature Date Time Reason Signature



Notes:



Be Safe

If you’re concerned about anything at all

No worry is too big or too small

Our wish is that you’re safe and well

So if you’re worried, then please do tell

We’re here to offer help to you

Be sure to send an email through

besafe@sjc.ac



Respect for Faith
We believe that we are a school community rooted in the  

Catholic Christian faith with respect for all faiths, religions 

and  views. All students and staff have the right to express 

their faith  in God and be treated with dignity.

Respect for Self
We believe we are all children of God and encourage 

each  other to see this within themselves. We believe 

that our social,  emotional and spiritual development, 

being healthy and happy  are central to our wellbeing.

We believe that we must protect these rights for all.

Respect for Others
We believe that everyone deserves respect and we will 

treat  others as we would like to be treated.

Respect for Learning
We believe that students and staff must be prepared in 

order to  make the best of every learning opportunity. We 

believe that  everyone can improve, make progress and 

achieve success. We  believe that developing 

independence and determination is key  to life’s journey.

Respect for the College and Wider Community
We seek to care for our College and serve our local 

community.  We believe that the college environment 

should be respected  and safe.

Students Will:

1. Be proud of their faith and treat all faiths with respect.

2. Show respect, and courtesy to all, treating all members  of 

the school and visitors as they would like to be treated  

themselves. They will make sure the school is a safe place  

for all to express their views and opinions.

3. Value the whole school treating every area with respect  

making sure that every part of the school is clean, tidy and  

litter free.

4. Move around the school calmly, sensibly and safely.

5. Have a ‘positive can do’ attitude to learning, take pride in  

their appearance by wearing a smart uniform, arriving on  

time to lessons with the right equipment.

6. Work to the best of their ability. They will not give up  

even when work is difficult and challenging. They will  take 

responsibility for their actions and for achieving their  

potential.

7. Participate in at least one extra-curricular activity to  

support their social and emotional development.

8. Respect all school expectations and follow the rewards/  

sanctions procedures.

1. Respect the views and opinions of all students, parents  

and colleagues. They will act as role models to students by  

demonstrating patience, respect and fairness.

2. Demonstrate their belief in a growth mindset: that all  

learners can improve, progress and achieve success.

3. Dress smartly for lessons, arrive on time, greet students at  

the door and ensure that learning can begin immediately.

4. Prepare for learning by knowing their students, having  

excellent subject knowledge and ensuring every student is  

challenged and stretched.

5. Create a positive and engaging learning environment  

and ensure that class displays are supportive, relevant,  

encourage resilience and are presentable.

6. Assess learning regularly, create different opportunities  

for students to access learning content and help students  

achieve their personal goals.

7. Promote the health, happiness and well-being of all  

students.

8. Apply the school expectations fairly to all students.

St Joseph’s Mission Statement
O

U
R

B
E
L
IE

F
S

STAFF Will:



Traffic light:



Traffic light:



Traffic light:



A, B, C, D Cards



A, B, C, D Cards



A, B, C, D Cards



A, B, C, D Cards


