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Explanatory Note (AP2) for Families – Making an Appeal 
 
St Joseph’s College is a voluntary-aided Catholic boys’ school. The Governing Body is the 
admission authority and is responsible for allocating places in accordance with the published 
admission arrangements. 
 
For September 2026,the Published Admission Number (PAN) for entry into Year 7 is 150 
places. 
 
Each year, the number of applications can exceed this number. Where this occurs, 
Governors apply the published oversubscription criteria. 
 
When a place cannot be offered, the Governors must explain how admitting more than 150 
pupils would: 
 prejudice the provision of efficient education at the College 
 prejudice the efficient use of the College’s resources 

The College is structured, staffed, and funded to educate a maximum of 150 pupils in Year 7. 
The optimum class size in Year 7 is no more than 30 pupils. From Year 8 onwards, and 
especially in Years 10 and 11, smaller groups are essential for public examination 
preparation, effective supervision, and health and safety (particularly in Science and Design 
& Technology). 
 
The PAN of 150 is based on a carefully balanced timetable using staff and facilities to 
maximum efficiency. Admitting above this number would increase class sizes, reduce 
teacher contact time for individuals, and compromise efficiency and quality of education. 
 
The College’s specialist and general teaching spaces are timetabled to their maximum 
efficient use. 
 Science laboratories have fixed workstations, limiting safe numbers. 
 IT suites are designed for individual use of computers; sharing would reduce the quality 

of 
learning. 

 Design & Technology workshops are restricted by machinery, workbenches, and health 
& safety supervision requirements. 

 Music and PE have greater flexibility but still face limitations for small-group tuition and 
specialist activities. 

Classrooms must allow safe circulation for staff and pupils. Corridors and staircases are 
already congested at lesson changeovers. 
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The College operates within a tightly managed budget. Exceeding 150 would require 
additional classrooms, specialist facilities, and staff, or reducing the efficient use of current 
resources. Neither is possible within current capacity. 
 
The Governing Body therefore concludes that admitting more than 150 pupils into Year 7 
would prejudice both the provision of efficient education and the efficient use of resources, 
as set out in the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 and the School Admission 
Appeals Code 2022. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


