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Bursary guidance 2024-2025 
 
 
 

1. Who is eligible for a Discretionary Bursary?  

• If you come from a low-income household (below £27,000 per Anum)  

• Those families receiving benefits or tax credits- providing the total household 

income is below £27k 

• You must be aged 16 or over but under 19 on 31 August 2024 

• You must meet the residency criteria i.e. are a British citizen or have the legal right 

to remain and work in the UK 

 
2. What is Vulnerable Bursary?  

Vulnerable bursary is for Students identified as vulnerable who are either living in care, are care 
leavers or receive financial support from the government. This financial support must be in their 
name and not their parents.  
 

3. How much can I get?  

Vulnerable applicants can be awarded up to £1200. Discretionary bursary depends on the number of 
approved applications and how much the government allocates the College that year. The total 
amount is then divided amongst pupils, considering household incomes and personal circumstances.  
 

4. What do I get? 

The College will not pay make cash payments. During the year you can make purchases through the 
school for school related items which will be paid for using your bursary allocation. Alternatively, you 
can purchase items yourself and be reimbursed into your own account. The College can only make 
payments to the student’s own bank account. Bursary can be used for:  

• Books and stationery  

• Clothes and shoes for school that are in line with the uniform policy 

• School bag  

• Travel to school 

• Travel to one university open day 

• School trips  

• Laptops- can be purchased but need to be returned to the College when you leave 

• Other school related items- speak to Mrs Arthur if you are unsure 
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5. What evidence should I provide?  

Type of Income/Benefit/  
Circumstances  
  

Evidence Required  

Annual Salary  P60 for tax year 2023/2024  
Or, last week in March 2023 payslip  
Or, month 12 (March 2023) payslip And, Universal Credit award notice 
for 2024-2025 period.  

Universal Credit  Award letter – dated in last 3 months  

Incapacity Allowance  
  

Award letter – dated in last 3 months  

Carer’s Allowance  
  

Award letter – dated in last 3 months  

Any other benefit  
  

Award letter – dated in last 3 months  

Grants or Bursaries etc.  Relevant paper work detailing entitlement and amount paid  
  

Disability Living Allowance/  
Personal Independence Payment  

Entitlement/award letter – dated in last 3 months  

Any other income  Relevant paperwork  
  

In Care or Care Leaver  
  

Relevant paperwork  
  

 
6. How is household income calculated?  

We look at the figures provided on the documents- usually it will tell us the income for the year, if 
not we can use an average. ALL income is considered, salaries and benefits then added together.  
 
 
For more information visit: https://www.gov.uk/1619-bursary-fund or use the QR code below.  
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