
Dear Parents and Carers,

I must start by praising our 6th Form students for their exemplary conduct during a high-impact study skills seminar
delivered this week, by ‘Maximize Your Potential’. Below is some feedback sent by the lead presenter: ‘Your Year 13
students were a credit to the school, their teachers, and their families. Not only were they very well turned-out, but
their behaviour and attitudes were second to none throughout. Mrs Arthur and Miss Williams should have been
extremely proud of them. It was great that so many wanted to talk to me at the end, and some even tracked me
down as I was leaving the building, to talk to me about some of their projects and plans’. Superb!

This week saw further aspirational interventions taking place at the college. A group of our Year 7 and 8 students
were involved in the ‘Brilliant Club’ Scholars Programme. A flagship university access scheme, which aims to break
through barriers for our students in accessing the most competitive universities. The programme brings
collaboration with institutions and supports students to progress beyond school, by utilising the expertise and
passion of PhD researchers, to deliver university-style tutorials.

Thank you to all the families who attended our Year 9 GCSE options evening on Tuesday. It was brilliant to see the
main hall busy with parents, engaging with staff during this milestone period of the academic year. Please do get in
contact with the year 9 team via the website should you have further questions about the options process.

Looking ahead to next week, we have the NHS delivering workshops on health and personal hygiene to Year 7,
CAFOD (Catholic Agency for Overseas Development) coming in to deliver an assembly to Year 10, and National
Apprenticeships assemblies for Year 9 and 11.

A Jubilee or Holy Year is a time of forgiveness and reconciliation, inviting people to renew their relationship with
God, with one another, and with all of creation. ‘Lord, encourage us always to be virtuous and live as Christ would
want us to, as pilgrims of hope in our own communities’.

With all good wishes,

Mr G Mantillas
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The theme for the 2025 Jubilee Year, Pilgrims of Hope, encourages us to journey together in
hope, seeking peace and justice in a world often marked by uncertainty. Pope Francis invites us
to rediscover a spirituality rooted in care for God's creation and solidarity with the poor.
 
Pope Francis writes: “If we really wish to prepare a path to peace in our world, let us commit
ourselves to remedying the remote causes of injustice, settling unjust and unpayable debts, and
feeding the hungry.”
 
A Jubilee Year is a tradition dating back to biblical times, offering a period of forgiveness,
reconciliation, and restoration. Historically, it was marked by the cancellation of debts, rest for
the earth, and the restoration of land to the landless (Leviticus 25:9-10). The Catholic Church
celebrates Jubilee Years every 25 years, and they serve as profound opportunities for spiritual
renewal and acts of mercy.

Chaplaincy News Ms M Bogui

As well as our 170th Jubilee Year, the
Catholic Church is also celebrating a Jubilee
Year. This special time, proclaimed by Pope
Francis, invites us to reflect, renew, and
rediscover our relationship with God, one
another, and all of creation.

Monthly Holy Mass

Join us as we come together in faith for
our next Holy Mass on Wednesday,
26th February, at 7:40 AM. Let this be a
time of thanksgiving and spiritual
renewal as we continue our journey
through the year. 

A Prayer as We Move Forward

"Loving God, as we close this first
month of the year, we place all that has
been into Your hands. Bless the work
we have begun, the challenges we have
faced, and the hope we carry into the
months ahead. May we continue to
walk in faith, share kindness, and
remain open to Your guiding light.
Amen."



A Message from the governors

 Happy New Year from the Governing Board 
 
On 24th January Catholic schools will celebrate the launch of Jubilee 2025 as we embark on a
journey as pilgrims of hope, the hope that comes from knowing we are loved unconditionally by
God, the hope we can bring to those in most need, and the hope we can bring to our common
home, the earth. Pope Francis says that all of us are pilgrims on this earth, which the Lord has
charged us to till and keep (cf. Gen 2:15) and prays may we never fail, in the course of our
sojourn, to contemplate the beauty of creation and care for our common home. ‘It is my hope
that the Jubilee Year will be celebrated and experienced with this intention too. That growing
numbers of men and women, young people and children, may come to realise that care for
creation is an essential expression of our faith in God and our obedience to his will’. 
 
27th January also marks Holocaust Memorial Day which, this year, marks the 80th anniversary of
the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest Nazi concentration camp, and the 230th
anniversary of the genocide in Bosnia. Let us pray for a better future for everyone, where
everyone is accepted and loved for who they are.

Amen
 
God bless you all
 
S. C. Horsman
Chair of the Governing Board
 

Prayer for the 80th Anniversary of the Liberation of Auschwitz 
 

Heavenly Father, 
 

We remember the countless lives lost in the Holocaust and the suffering endured at Auschwitz-
Birkenau. We pray for all victims of hatred and genocide. 

 
Grant us the courage to stand against prejudice and work for peace and justice. We especially lift

up Gaza, Israel, Lebanon and the entire Middle East- may reconciliation and lasting peace take
root in those lands and all nations 

 
In your mercy, guide us toward a future of hope and harmony.

 
Amen. 

 



Sixth Form Media Trips

Over the last two weeks, our Sixth Form Media students have
been on two fascinating trips and have gained a ton of knowledge
about producing and pitching media products. 

On Tuesday last week, The Year 12 and 13 Creative Digital Media
students went into Central London to visit the Guardian
Newspaper. Students took part in a workshop called The Future
of News run by Mena and Abo who work for the App
Development team at the Guardian. As part of the workshop,
students worked collaboratively to design a new news app aimed
at a young audience and pitch those ideas to the app developers!
They received lots of positive feedback and enjoyed a day
‘working’ within the media industry. 

On Wednesday this week, the same group visited Sky Studios in
Elstree for a tour of the studios and a hands on workshop on
creating a film pitch. This is a state of the art facility; huge
productions such as Wicked, Jurassic World and Paddington in
Peru were filmed there and the students were able to take
advantage of this technology when making their movies. After
they had finished filming, producing and editing we were able to
watch them together in the screening room! Students also learnt
about all the career opportunities in film and tv production, and
had a Q and A with an industry professional. Here is what Reece
thought of the trip:

The trip to Sky Studios was incredibly insightful and entertaining. I
learnt so much about how films come to life and the different jobs
needed to create them. Working on a short film with their
equipment was an invaluable learning experience and I would
recommend it to anyone interested in the media.

Reece - Year 13

Pitching ideas

The Aime show

Watch out Reece!

Behind the cameraThe Costume department That’s a wrap!



Chinese New Year

To celebrate the Year of the Snake, all the Mandarin students were invited to a traditional
Chinese New Year performance. We welcomed twelve martial artists and musicians who
entertained us all with a wonderful programme of traditional Chinese celebrations. Highlights
included the Lion Dance as well as martial arts and traditional Chinese musical performances. 
 
After the performance, students were also able to enjoy workshops to experience calligraphy,
Chinese instruments and martial arts first hand. 
 
A wonderful day ahead of Chinese New Year on 29th January!

The lion dance

Playing traditional instrumentsA martial arts display

Excellent calligraphy Practicing their moves

A wonderful celebration of Chinese culture!



ST Joseph’s College 

Ethos Day & Wellbeing

1st Day of Spring Term 

Back to School

Last Day of Spring Term 

INSET DAY

1st Day of Autumn Term 

1st Day of Summer Term 

Early May Bank Holiday 

Spring Bank Holiday 

May Half Term 

Back to School 

Back to School 

Last Day of Autumn Term 

Last Day of Summer Term 

Monday 1st June 2026

Friday 17th July 2026 

Monday 13th April 2026

Monday 4th May 2026

Monday 25th May 2026 

Tuesday 26th – Friday 29th May 2026 

Monday 5th January 2026

Tuesday 6th January 2026 

Monday 23rd February 2026

Friday 27th March 2026 

Monday 1st September 2025

Tuesday 2nd September 2025 

Monday 3rd November 2025

Friday 19th December 2025 

Closed to students 

Late start for students 

Christmas Holiday 

Closed to students 

Easter Break
Good Friday 3rd April

Easter Monday 6th April 

 

Closed 

Closed 

 

Summer Holiday 

Term Dates 2025 – 2026 

Spring Term 2026 

October Half Term 

February Half Term 

Summer Term 2026 

Autumn Term 2025 

Monday 16

Wednesday 22

 – Friday 20th February 2026 

 – Friday 31st October 2025 

th

nd

2025 - 2026 Calendar



Enrichment Activities

We are excited to inform
you about the fantastic
variety of enrichments
clubs that will be available
to students this term. These
clubs are designed to offer
a wide range of interests
and opportunities for
growth, creativity, and fun
outside of the classroom.
Please review the enclosed
list in which you will be able
to find details such us date,
time and name of the
teacher running the club
and encourage your child to
sign up for the clubs that
interest them. 

We look forward to a term
full of learning, creativity,
and fun! If you have any
questions, feel free to reach
out to the teacher running
the club. 

Try the RE film club!



Attendance



The Week in PE

Fencing

At St Joseph’s College the PE
Department are excited to offer a new
opportunity for boys to expand their
horizons and engage in the exciting and
diverse sport of Fencing. As part of our
commitment to fostering a well-rounded
PE Curriculum, we recognise the
importance of providing a variety of
sports that appeal to different interests,
skills, and abilities. Fencing is a dynamic
and strategic sport that not only
develops physical strength and agility
but also sharpens mental focus,
discipline, and quick decision-making. 

It was launched as Enrichment Activity for Sixth Formers and Extra-Curriculum Activity
for Year 9’s allowing students to have a chance to learn about the rich history of the
sport, while also enjoying the thrill of competition and camaraderie.

Year 7 Football Team

Year 7 Football Team carry
on their run of unbeaten
form this year with an 11-0
win over Harris Academy
Merton with a brilliant all-
round team performance
staring Doniel with 4 goals
and Maxwell with 3 goals.
Also, Rossy contributed
with 2 goals and Ciaran and
Remaine both got one goal
each. 

Congratulations to the defensive line with their first clean sheet of the season. Well done
Mikhail, Omar, Said, Emmanuel and Tyaine. The boys also featured in a Year 7 5-a-side
Tournament, finishing 3rd with schools across, Croydon, Merton, Lambeth, and
Wandsworth Boroughs. The school is very proud of you all!

En garde!

We just keep on winning



Upcoming Dates

Uniform

SJC Second-Head Uniform & PE Kit
 
Has your child grown out of his school uniform or PE kit? If you have any items of school uniform
or PE kit that is in good condition, please drop off to Mrs Barrow in the school reception.

A Police message about E-Bike Safety

Safely charging your e-bike or e-scooter

Don’t charge e-bikes and e-scooters in bedrooms or where escape routes can be blocked –
for example, hallways.
Don’t leave your battery charging unattended, when you are out or while you are asleep.
Don’t cover chargers or battery packs when charging
Always unplug your charger when you have finished charging

For more detailed information about battery safety for your e-cycle or e-scooter, see the
guidance published by the Department for Transport:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/battery-safety-for-e-scooter-users

House fires caused by e-bikes and e-scooters are rising as these products increase in popularity.
In 2023, the London Fire Brigade reported:

93 e-bike house fires (40% of which related to conversions)
18 e-scooter house fires
77% of those involved battery failure. The fires have predominantly been caused by two things:
1. Using a charger that didn't come with the product and isn't produced by the same
manufacturer
2. Bike conversions where a home kit has been used

Monday 3rd February  
PPE1 exams all week

Friday 7th and Friday 14th February 
National Apprenticeship assemblies

Friday 14th February 
Final day of school before February half term


