
Dear Parents and Carers,

Happy New Year. It has been a pleasure to welcome our community back to the college after the festive break. I have
been particularly heartened by students’ happy faces in being back in the college with friends and a renewed focus
for learning. Thank you to our Form Tutors and Pastoral Team who work tirelessly to ensure our students are
prepared for lessons each day.

This week saw further aspirational trips to leading universities. Year 8 and Year 12 spent a day visiting Cambridge
University, where they had the opportunity to engage in workshops and hear from academics on key topics at the
globally renowned centre of excellence, dating back to 1209. 

Thank you to all the families who attended our Year 7 parents’ evening on Tuesday. It was brilliant to see the main
hall busy with parents, engaging with staff on their son’s progression at the college.

As Year 11 begin preparations for final mock examinations next month, the spring term commenced with students
receiving an inspirational seminar, ‘Maximize Your Potential’- a high-impact study skills intervention, focusing on
study techniques. 

Looking ahead, Year 9 options evening on Tuesday 28th January will be in-person, in the main hall. Please ensure
appointments are booked on the cloud system next week. In addition to receiving a progress update from your son’s
teachers, there will be an opportunity to hear about the GCSE options process from a member of the Senior
Leadership Team and Head of Year 9. 

Hope has been called “the forgotten theological virtue”; faith and love tend to resonate more naturally with many
people. Hope is nevertheless an important aspect of our relationship with God. 

In the words of Sr Mary Martha Becnel: “By hope, I know that God is good and that He loves me. He can and does
make all things work for my good. He is powerful enough to bring a greater good out of every evil and difficulty, and
He does this in my own life, removing the obstacles to Him in my soul".

Best wishes for 2025,
Mr G Mantillas

RESPECT FOR SELF | RESPECT FOR OTHERS | RESPECT FOR FAITH | RESPECT FOR LEARNING | RESPECT FOR COMMUNITY

ST JOSEPH'S NEWS
The Newsletter of St Joseph's College

1 7 T H J ANUAR Y  2 0 2 5

stjosephscollege.org.uk

@st_josephs

ST JOSEPHS COLLEGE SE19

HEADTEACHER'S MESSAGE



Chaplaincy News Ms M Bogui

Dear St Joseph College Community,

As we stand at the threshold of a new year and embark on the sacred journey of our Jubilee
Year, my heart is filled with gratitude and hope for the path ahead. This year marks a special
time of reflection, renewal, and growth, as we embrace the theme Pilgrims of Hope. While the
past year brought its share of challenges, it also strengthened our faith and resilience. As we
enter 2025, we are invited to walk together with hope, drawing strength from our shared
journey.

In the spirit of the Lasallian tradition, let us approach this new year with open hearts, ready to
embrace the opportunities for growth, compassion, and community building. As we reflect on
the past and look toward the future, may we draw inspiration from the life and teachings of
Saint John Baptist de La Salle, who dedicated his life to the education and well-being of young
people. His example guides us as we continue our pilgrimage of faith.

Let the values of faith, service, and community lead us in all that we do. In times of challenge,
may we find strength in our shared commitment to building a more just and compassionate
world. As we navigate the year ahead, let us hold firm to the power of prayer, the comfort of
community, and the unwavering support of our faith.

News from the Chaplaincy:

Student Chaplaincy: Join us every Monday from 14:45 PM to 15:30 PM for a time of fellowship,
reflection, and prayer. This is a special opportunity for students to come together and grow in
their faith as we support each other on this pilgrimage.

Silent Adoration: Every second and fourth Wednesday of the month, we invite you to
experience Silent Adoration before the Blessed Sacrament in the chapel from 14:45 PM to 15:15
PM. This peaceful time of prayer offers a space to be still and connect deeply with God’s
presence.

Holy Mass: We will celebrate Holy Mass on Wednesday, January 29th, 2025, at 7:40 AM in the
chapel. All members of the St. Joseph College community are warmly invited to join us in
worship, as we celebrate this moment of grace together.

A heartfelt thank you to all those who have generously supported our Advent Charity Appeal
benefiting the Norwood & Brixton Foodbank. Your kindness and selflessness exemplify the
spirit of giving and make a profound difference in the lives of those in need.

Wishing you a year filled with joy, purpose, and the peace that comes from living in alignment
with our shared values.



Sixth Form Taster Morning

RE - Mr Arthur
Thank you to the 8 students who took part in the A
Level Religious Studies taster lesson, where we
explored the intriguing question, "Are we Living in a
Matrix?" through the lens of Plato’s Cave. Together,
we unpacked the allegory, considering how it
challenges us to think about reality, perception, and
truth. You demonstrated excellent analytical skills by
drawing connections between Plato's ideas and
modern questions about the nature of existence. 

Science - Ms Wilkins
Applied Science: Students completed a pH titration
which involved lots of new equipment they hadn’t
come across at GCSE such as pH probes, burettes
and a special type of pipette. Students showed
excellent aptitude for working with these and doing
the practical independently. 
 
Biology: Students were extracting chlorophyll and
other plant pigments from spinach leaves. They used
acetone and a pestle and mortar to break down cell  

Your evaluations and debates brought depth to our understanding, particularly as you grappled
with whether we might be living in a reality shaped by illusion. It was a pleasure to see such
thoughtful engagement, and we hope to welcome you to our A Level class in September to
continue these enriching discussions!

Chemistry: Students made a range of esters; these are the chemicals that add smells and
flavourings to things like sweets. Students were tasked with using more hazardous chemicals
than they have encountered at GCSE, including concentrated acid which requires extra safety
precautions. 
 
Physics: Students worked with electrical circuit equipment to look at new concepts related to
using LEDs that they have to know for A Level. 

Last week, the Year 11s kicked off the term with a Sixth form taster morning! They were able to
get an introductory lesson in two of the subjects that they may be studying next year. It was a
great morning and it was inspiring to see so many students so motivated and engaged. Below  is
a summary of the RE and Science sessions: 

walls, before running chromatography in a special chromatography solvent to see the different
colours. These volatile chemicals made the room very smelly!

A philosophical debate in RE

The Chemistry taster session



School Trips

What a day! Being able to witness one of the most historic
universities in the world was an absolute pleasure and I
am extremely thankful for the opportunity. We were
granted an insightful tour around the Trinity College
campus and were then privy to an interview with student
ambassadors who answered questions about applying to
Cambridge, and general questions regarding universities.
After that we split off into groups to explore the city of
Cambridge for half an hour before heading home. 

The drive there and back was long but luckily the minibus
I travelled in was also accommodating some musically
inclined students, who spent most of the drive singing
along to Bruno Mars, amongst other artists, and they
even got Mr Mbewe to join in! It was definitely a trip to
remember.

Sixth Form trip to Cambridge University

Last week, a group of our Sixth formers visited Cambridge University. This was a great
opportunity for students to experience one of the world’s top universities. Below is more
information from Aadam:

Dressing up in gas masks and steel helmets, St Josephs
Historians presented to each other about the medical treatments
that would have been provided on the Western Front, including
fitting a real ‘Thomas Splint’ to the leg of another student, to
show how a leg fracture would have been dealt with in no mans
land by a stretcher bearer. 
 
Khalil Pierre, who is pictured having crawled underneath a scout
car, said ‘we had a fascinating visit completing a treasure hunt
about medicine through time. I saw an exhibit of frost-bitten
toes, Florence Nightingales lamp from Scutari Hospital and was
able to see first hand the weapons that had been used during
the First World War, include heavy artillery and rifles.’ 

Year Ten trip to the National Army Museum

Year ten GCSE History students enjoyed a visit to the National Army Museum in Chelsea where
they took part in workshops using sources from World War One. Studying medicine in the
trenches, they investigated case studies of soldiers who had received treatment for shell shock,
trench foot, trench fever and severe battle wounds. 

Exploring the College

A great day out!

Going undercover



School News

Year Nine Trip to the Sea Life London Aquarium

On Thursday 15th January all of Year 9 spent the day at the Sea
Life London Aquarium on the Southbank. This trip supported
pupils’ learning for their oceans scheme of work. Students were
able to identify many of the fish and creatures that they have
learned about in Geography such as clownfish and could explain
their symbiotic relationship with the anemones where they
make their homes! 

Many of the boys particularly enjoyed seeing the giant turtles,
the shark tank, seahorses, penguins and even colour-changing
jellyfish. We also enjoyed a brief walk along the Southbank, past
the London Eye and took some great pictures opposite the
Houses of Parliament. 

Next half term, Year 9 can look forward another trip to the
Imperial War Museum, organised by the History Department as
part of their current learning focused on Nazi Germany. 

Chinese New Year Celebrations - Year of the Snake

This year, we will welcome in the Year of the Snake and on
Thursday, 23rd January all our Mandarin students are invited to
watch a traditional Chinese New Year performance delivered
by performers from the Confucius Institute. 

Our boys will be able to enjoy an energetic (and noisy) Lion
Dance as well as enjoying musical and martial arts
performances. After this, they will also be taking part in a
variety of workshops allowing them to explore Chinese culture
outside of the classroom.
 

Shark spotting

Learning about giant turtles Excellent school trip!Exploring rock pools



Art News Ms H King

At the end of the Autumn
Term the Year 12 Art class,
who are also very talented
musicians, put on a special
performance at The British
Home next to our school. The
British Home is a Royal Charter
registered charity offering high
levels of specialist care and
rehabilitation for people living
with neuro-disability. 

The students performed several songs live to the residents, who enjoyed it so much they have
been invited back again to showcase another performance in the Summer. A huge thank you
and well done to Caden, Jonathan, Kobe and Joshua!

Below are some of their Fine Art outcomes which the Art department are extremely impressed
with. (Clockwise: Caden, Jonathan, Joshua, Noman). Well done Year 12, a great start to the new
year!

Excellent respect for community from our Year 12 artists



Attendance



Enrichment Activities

We are excited to inform
you about the fantastic
variety of enrichments
clubs that will be available
to students this term. These
clubs are designed to offer
a wide range of interests
and opportunities for
growth, creativity, and fun
outside of the classroom.
Please review the enclosed
list in which you will be able
to find details such us date,
time and name of the
teacher running the club
and encourage your child to
sign up for the clubs that
interest them. 

We look forward to a term
full of learning, creativity,
and fun! If you have any
questions, feel free to reach
out to the teacher running
the club. 

Try the RE film club!



Upcoming Dates

Uniform

SJC Second-Head Uniform & PE Kit
 
Has your child grown out of his school uniform or PE kit? If you have any items of school uniform
or PE kit that is in good condition, please drop off to Mrs Barrow in the school reception.

A Message from our Head Girl

Here is a message from Bianca, our Head Girl, reflecting on her
New Year’s resolutions and offering some excellent reading
advice!

Welcome back everyone, and a very happy new year! I hope
you had a restful holiday and are as excited as I am to
begin this new year of adventures and learning. 

I have made a couple new year’s resolutions this year but
some of my favourites are to learn 3 new skills and finish
89 books which is just about 20% more than last year! I
have joined Fencing as my sixth-form enrichment activity
and one session in, I can tell I’m going to love it. 

Moreover, I adore reading both new and old books; that led
me to pick up my current read, ‘Frankenstein’ by Mary
Shelley. Give it a try and attempt to read a book from our
library that you find interesting. Happy reading! A great recommendation

Thursday 23 January

Work Experience information evening 17:00 - 18:00
Ski Trip Information evening 18:00 - 19:00

Tuesday 28 January

Year 9 Parents and Options evening - in person.


