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Dear Parents and Carers,

We have a new Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV. This is a moment of great significance for Catholics and people of faith
across the world. In his first Sunday blessing as Pope, the holy father called for peace in the world and an end to
regional conflicts. We give thanks for the guidance of the Holy Spirit in this decision and pray for Pope Leo XIV as he
begins his papacy, leading the Church with faith, hope, and love.

This week we celebrated Founder's Day, in honour of St. John Baptiste de la Salle. This day holds deep significance
for our community as we reflect on the life, legacy, and enduring impact of our founder. Congratulations to the 16
students who were presented with the Lasallian Award to mark this special occasion.

As I am sure you are aware, on the 25th and 26th March 2025, the college had an Ofsted inspection - the report has
now been published: https://files.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50276833 
‘St Joseph’s College is an inspiring, caring community. Pupils, and students in the sixth form, value its diversity. They enjoy
coming to school and this is reflected in their exceptional attendance rates’. The words in this report are testament to
our committed staff, and our relentless drive to improve every day. Well done to the entire community for their
contribution to this fantastic achievement. We should all be very proud of our wonderful college.

Parents and carers often have a unique insight into their child’s behaviour and wellbeing. By sharing information
about any changes in their child’s behaviour or mood, families can help schools identify early warning signs of
potential harm. Thank you to all the parents who attended our safeguarding webinar this week, where there was an
opportunity to hear about the latest developments in the digital world.

As our Year 11 and 13 students continue to sit their public examinations next week, the importance of consistency
in preparation must not be undervalued. Please reiterate our key message - calm, readiness, and utilising the final
revision sessions prepared by teaching staff.
 
Wishing all our students and families a good rest over the weekend.
 
God bless,
Mr G C Mantillas

HEADTEACHER'S MESSAGE
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As we journey through the Month of May, traditionally dedicated to Our Lady, we take time to
reflect on her quiet strength, faithful obedience, and nurturing love. May Mary, Mother of the
Church, guide our hearts as we serve those entrusted to our care.

Chaplaincy News

Habemus Papam!

This May has also brought joyful news for the universal
Church: On 9th May 2025, we heard the blessed
announcement: Habemus Papam!

We welcome and pray for our new Holy Father, Pope
Leo XIV, asking the Holy Spirit to bless him with wisdom
and courage as he begins his papal ministry.

Founder’s Day

Here in our school, we marked Founder’s Day on 15th
May, celebrating the life and legacy of St. John Baptist
de La Salle, Patron Saint of Teachers. 

A heartfelt well done to Year 7 and 8 Netherton for their meaningful and thoughtful
presentation during the chapel assembly. Your reflection on De La Salle’s mission and values
was inspiring and deeply appreciated by all present.

Staff and students services

We also held a staff prayer service —a sacred time to pause, reflect, and give thanks for our
shared vocation in education. May the spirit of St. John Baptist de La Salle continue to guide us
in our commitment to faith, service, and community.

In addition, every Monday during the month of May at 2:50 PM, we will gather in the chapel to
pray a decade of the Rosary for our own intentions, for the needs of the school, and for peace in
the world. All staff and students are warmly invited to join us.

As Jesus tells us:
“You are the light of the world… Let your light shine before others.” (Matthew 5:14–16)
Let us keep that light burning brightly in our hearts and in the lives of those we serve.
 
St. John Baptist de La Salle – Pray for us.
Live Jesus in our hearts – Forever.
Pope Leo XIV – May God bless and guide you always.
 

Ms M Bogui



Now we have entered exam season for our Year 11s, 12s and 13s, it is brilliant to hear that much of
the conversation and study that has happened in the library, but also elsewhere, has culminated in a
confidence and satisfaction in those exams that have happened so far. Many of the teachers that I
have spoken to have commented on how prepared this current cohort are, and it is due to
discussion and engagement in their classroom disciplines spilling over into discussion and
exploration in the library. We wish everyone huge and deserved success in their assessments.

Sparx Reader

The school have engaged with a new literacy tool which is being advocated as an English Extended
Learning tool, Sparx Reader. While it is provided by, and shares a name with Sparx Maths, it really is
a very different offering. Sparx Reader allows access to an online library of books for independent
reading by the students. No assessments and no skills tests, just comprehension checks. Students
are awarded points for their reading minutes and are expected to achieve 300 points per week
(equating to 30 minutes reading). However, the minutes are not capped, and we encourage you to
encourage your children to read beyond that. Reading outside the school environment will increase
vocabulary and knowledge of sentence structures, whilst increasing students’ experience of
important world and personal topics.

Our top Sparx Readers this week are: 
Henos, 8 Beulah, 1581 points
Konstandinos, 10 Netherton, 806 points
Sam, 8 Brookland 724 points

That is hours and hours of reading, so really, very well done! A whole school reward strategy is
planned for next term so do watch this space.

Student Literacy Leaders

The Student Literacy Leaders will be meeting next term to discuss the success of the strategy so far
this year and ways they would like to increase their responsibilities next year. They have been an
invaluable resource throughout the school year, mainly taking responsibility for Tutor Reading, but
there is scope for so much more.

Parents and Carers Response

Having reviewed the feedback from the Parents and Carers Literacy Support event, one popular
outcome that was requested was a Parents and Teachers Book Club reading one book a term. We
already have a staff book club, so we are opening this up to parents and carers next term. The staff
book club has been a great success and has really helped promote a culture of reading in the school.
This term we have read James by Percival Everett, which we chose before he won the Pulitzer Prize
last week. We highly recommend James, and we will keep you informed of the next choice of book
next term.

Literacy Summer Update



Student Artwork

This is always a great time of he year as
we get to see all the finished artwork for
our supremely talented GCSE and A level
students! 

On the first two rows we have the Year
10 GCSE Fine Art portraiture project final
pieces - well done to Roshaun, Ayyan,
Ragheeb, David U and Stefan. On the
bottom row we have the Year 13 A level
final pieces - well done to Faith and
Dante.



 
St Joseph’s is celebrating the success of twelve students from Year 7 and Year 8 who have
graduated from The Scholars Programme, organised by The Brilliant Club, an educational charity
that aims to raise aspirations and widen access to highly competitive universities for students
from non -selective state schools. 
 
The graduation event at Royal Holloway, University of London, (Egham Campus), was not only a
celebration of their hard work but also a valuable source of informative and thought-provoking
presentations from a range of keynote speakers including current undergraduates.
 
The Scholar’s Programme was structured around seven tutorials where students developed their
subject knowledge and critical thinking skills through independent research tasks and group
work with a PhD tutor and engage in university-style learning experiences in Art History. 
 
Their final assignment involved writing a 1500-word academic essay titled, Power, Personality
and Portraiture.
 
We were delighted that all our students not only passed the course but also received fantastic
grades and excellent feedback from their PhD tutor, Grace.
 
Our students have shown great enthusiasm and resilience for the programme and have
consistently demonstrated high levels of engagement and academic achievement. They have
gained invaluable skills, such as critical thinking, research, and academic writing that will serve
them well in their future studies.
 
Congratulations to our 2025 Scholars!

Year 7

Beulah - Austin
Brooklands - Abraham
Dane - Ciarn and Elijah 
Netherton - Mason, Judah and Osman

Year 8

Beulah - Hanszeth
Grange - Malcolm and Nathanael
Hill - Natnale
Netherton - Arman

Scholar’s Programme Graduation

The 2025 Scholars outside Royal holloway



UKMT Maths Challenge

We are very pleased to share the brilliant results from this year’s UKMT Junior Maths Challenge,
in which 63 of our Year 7 and 8 students took part.

The competition, designed to stretch the most able young mathematicians across the country,
and our students certainly rose to the occasion!
 
Congratulations to all participants, especially the 21 students who achieved Bronze certificates
and the 17 who earned Silver. The remaining students will receive Participation certificates in
recognition of their efforts and engagement.
 
A special mention must go to our top scorers:

Mason Phillips-Ross (Y7) – 90 points
Hanszeth Adefowora (Y8) – 86 points
Samuel Koromo (Y7) – 84 points

We’re incredibly proud of their achievements and the enthusiasm shown by all students who
took part. Thank you to everyone who helped support the students through the challenge - it’s
always encouraging to see a love of maths being nurtured across the school.
 

School News

16+ National Entrepreneur of the Year

If you’ve got a winning business idea, you’ll
need funding to get it off the ground. And
who better to get it from than a dragon like
Peter Jones? 

Young entrepreneurs can win the chance
to pitch their ideas, impress industry
leaders, and potentially secure a life-
changing business investment. 

Students have until the end of May to
submit their entry. 



School News

Celebrating Five Years of Giving: Supporting St
Christopher’s

This year marks the fifth anniversary of St Josephs’s
ongoing charitable support for St Christopher’s, a
leading hospice and palliative care provider
dedicated to supporting individuals and families
facing life-limiting illness with compassion, dignity,
and expert care.

Our donations have continued to go strong over the
past five years—thanks to the incredible efforts of
our IT team, whose passion, teamwork, and
dedication have driven our fundraising success. Their
commitment exemplifies what it means to serve
others with both heart and skill.

With this year’s donation, we continue to help fund
vital services such as home visits, patient support,
and bereavement care—ensuring that St
Christopher’s can carry on its mission of providing
comfort and hope.

A Heartfelt Thank You to Trees for Cities:
Transforming Our School Garden

We are overjoyed to extend our deepest thanks to
Trees for Cities for their incredible generosity in
creating a beautiful new garden at our school. Their
dedication and support have transformed an
ordinary space into a vibrant, educational, and
sustainable garden that will serve as a lasting gift for
future generations.

With their expertise, Trees for Cities donated both
their time and resources to design and build a
garden that not only enhances our school's
surroundings but also serves as an interactive, living
classroom. This project has truly brought our
community together. Students of all ages were
involved in every step of the process, from planting
to learning about the importance of green spaces
and biodiversity.

Name Our Garden Competition!

Our beautiful school garden needs a name — and we want YOU to help us choose it! Submit
your best garden name idea and leave your mark on something that will grow with our school
for years to come. Whether it's clever, meaningful, or just plain fun, we want to hear it! Open to
all students, staff, and families! 

How to Enter:

Think of a creative, unique name for the garden
Submit your entry to by completing the form which you can open by
using the QR code.

Prizes:

The winning name will be proudly displayed at the garden
Winner receives a special gardening gift + bragging rights!

 
Deadline for the submissions 30th May.



Extra Curricular Timetable

We are excited to inform you about the fantastic variety of enrichments clubs that will be
available to students this term. Get your child to speak to their teacher and sign up! 

We are thrilled to launch our brand-new Enrichment
Afterschool Clubs Loyalty Card, designed to reward your
commitment to our fantastic afterschool clubs!

How does it work? It’s simple! Collect a card from Ms
Wilson. Each time you attend an enrichment club, you
must ask your club teacher to punch a star in your card.
The more you attend, the more stars you can earn!

Collect 10 stars or more in one term, and you’ll be
invited on an exciting school trip!

Collect 15 stars or more, and you’ll not only earn
your place on the trip but also be entered into a
raffle for the chance to win a voucher!

So, make the most of your enrichment clubs, collect
those stars, and get rewarded for your dedication! Let’s
see who will be our first loyalty champions!

The extra curricular loyalty card



Attendance



Community Languages Club



ST Joseph’s College 

Ethos Day & Wellbeing

1st Day of Spring Term 

Back to School

Last Day of Spring Term 

INSET DAY

1st Day of Autumn Term 

1st Day of Summer Term 

Early May Bank Holiday 

Spring Bank Holiday 

May Half Term 

Back to School 

Back to School 

Last Day of Autumn Term 

Last Day of Summer Term 

Monday 1st June 2026

Friday 17th July 2026 

Monday 13th April 2026

Monday 4th May 2026

Monday 25th May 2026 

Tuesday 26th – Friday 29th May 2026 

Monday 5th January 2026

Tuesday 6th January 2026 

Monday 23rd February 2026

Friday 27th March 2026 

Monday 1st September 2025

Tuesday 2nd September 2025 

Monday 3rd November 2025

Friday 19th December 2025 

Closed to students 

Late start for students 

Christmas Holiday 

Closed to students 

Easter Break
Good Friday 3rd April

Easter Monday 6th April 

 

Closed 

Closed 

 

Summer Holiday 

Term Dates 2025 – 2026 

Spring Term 2026 

October Half Term 

February Half Term 

Summer Term 2026 

Autumn Term 2025 

Monday 16

Wednesday 22

 – Friday 20th February 2026 

 – Friday 31st October 2025 

th

nd

2025 - 2026 Calendar



Upcoming Dates

Uniform

SJC Second-Head Uniform & PE Kit
 
Has your child grown out of his school uniform or PE kit? If you have any items of school uniform
or PE kit that is in good condition, please drop off to Mrs Barrow in the school reception.

Work Experience

Work Experience / Work Placement for Year 10 & 12
 
Our year 10 and 12 students will be undertaking work experience this summer from 23-27th
June (Year12) and 7-11th July (Year10).

We would like to work with parents who work or lead in an industry or organisation with the
capacity to take on one or two students for a week.

The purpose of finding a meaningful placement for our year 10 and 12 students is that it
provides students with the opportunity to develop employability skills to support their future
careers and academic pathway.

If you are in a position to support, please contact: 
 
Ms J Ampah at: JAmpah@sjc.ac or
Mrs J Coker at: Jcoker@sjc.ac
 
Thanks in advance for your support.

Friday 23  Mayrd

 Final day of this half term

Monday 2  Junend

First day back after the half term break

 - 
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