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INTRODUCTION FROM HEADTEACHER 
 

 
The move to Post 16 education is an extremely important stepping 
stone in the holistic development of every individual. At St. 
Joseph’s College, we aim to give all students the opportunity to 
excel in the academic, social and sporting aspects of school life. As 
a Catholic community, we provide an ethos grounded in the 
teaching of the Church. 

 

 
 

Life as a sixth former at St Joseph’s is a very different experience 
because students are older and have different needs. We 
encourage them to become independent learners and expect 
them to take on more responsibility for their own development 
and learning. Greater freedom is given and is matched with 
greater expectations of increased responsibility and the need to 
be seen as role models for the rest of the school. Students’ 
performance is closely tracked and monitored throughout their 
courses and support given by subject teachers and tutors. 

 

 
 

St. Joseph’s College 6th Form will provide each student with the 

highest possible excellence in terms of academic standards, as well 
as a safe and caring environment.    Examination results at post 16 
reflect this. 

 
In conclusion, I offer to both students and parents, a caring 
environment which coupled with good teaching, hard work and 
support from home will lead to academic and social success. 

 

 
 

 
 

                                                                                                               Mr S.P. Miller 

  Headteacher (Acting) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

St. Joseph’s College is a voluntary aided Roman Catholic compre- 
hensive school, with specialist status in Mathematics and Com- 
puting. It was founded by the De La Salle Brothers in 1855 and has 
been on its present site since 1903. Preference is given during 
admission periods to existing students of St. Joseph’s College. 

 
All students, including the Sixth Form, have Religious Education 
as a compulsory part of their curriculum, and there are opportu- 
nities for involvement in religious services and other activities. 

There are students from many denominations in the sixth form. 

The College is well equipped with specialist areas for all the main 
subjects. It has a Learning Resource Centre, gymnasium, Fitness 
centre, sports hall and swimming pool.  Playing fields are a few 
minutes’  walk away. The sixth form has a large common room, 
computer zone and annex rooms for quiet study. 

 
There is regular consultation with parents through reports, for- 
mal meetings and individual contact between staff and parents. 
Sixth form students are expected to conform to the College dress 
code, details of which are published on this website. 

 
 

 

Post 16 – 2015 Results 
 

Results were in line with expectations and much improved from 
last year in terms of our value added scores. The ALPS analysis 
confirms that results in the sixth Form have improved significantly. 
Last year’s Year 12 have shown steady progress and our  
overall pass rate at Year 13 was 98.7%. 24% of our Maths students 
achieved an A* or A grade. 43.5% of our Year 13 students achieved A* 
- B grades. Psychology and Computing had perfect value added scores 
of level 1. 

 

1 of our Maths students has gone to Oxford University this year. 
22% of our leavers have gone to Russell Group Universities. 37% 
have gone into London universities. 11% have gone into the 
computer belt universities on the South Coast. 4 students have 
gone into Apprenticeships, 3 into GAP years and 1 has gone into a 
pre university work placements. 

 
 

Subjects 
The best results according to value added scores in Year 12 were 
achieved by our Maths and Computing students. Biology, Business 
Studies, Politics and Physics were also high achievers.  The best 
subjects in Year 13 were Psychology and Computing with 
outstanding results. Excellent performances were also achieved in; 
English, French, History, Music and Spanish.



 

ORGANISATION OF THE SIXTH FORM 
 

 
St. Joseph’s College Sixth Form offers a wide range of educational pathways which are individually 
devised. Emphasis is placed on the needs of the individual, and programmes of study are negotiated 
between the tutor and the individual. 

 
At the start of the AS course each student is placed into an ISF (Independent Study Faculty) linked 
to their vocational or tertiary aspirations. The ISF is the registration and tutorial group for the 
duration of their A levels and combines like-minded students from Year 12 and Year 13. 

 
Subject-specific details are found within the individual descriptions inside this brochure.   Actual 
subjects and the option schemes will be reviewed in the light of demand from the students and 
the availability of the staff. 

 
Every student at St. Joseph’s College will study a compulsory ‘Core Curriculum’, which includes 
Religious Education and a tutorial programme consisting of The Extended Project and UCAS 
preparation and ‘Life Skills’ activities.  The core area is regarded as a central and valuable learning 
opportunity for all students. Further details are available on this website. 

 
We have an eight point UCAS preparation program which encourages participation in: 

 
1. The Sixth Form Council and/or Mentoring Program 
2. A flourishing prefect system 
3. Participation in one or more of our extra-curricular clubs 
4. Integrated learning support with the lower school pupils – TEAM Mentoring 
5. Links and service within the community 
6. A two week faculty work experience program – early July 
7.  A General Religious Education Award 
8. An AS Level qualification in The Extended Project 

 
There are many more social and fund-raising events, which all help to provide pleasure, 
entertainment and valuable support within the school. 

 
When students leave they are encouraged to join the Old Josephian’s Association (popularly known 
as the 49 Club), an organisation which offers support for the College and provides extensive sporting 
activities. 

 
The Sixth Form possess a large and attractive Study Centre with 2 smaller rear teaching annexes 
which provide a pleasant social environment.  They double as study areas outside of lesson time. 

 
We believe that, as a College, we are able to offer an excellent learning experience.  We hope you 
are able to participate in it. 

 
Mr Cook (Head of Sixth Form) 



 

6th FORM CURRICULUM 
 
 

Details of our present Post 16 curriculum are given below.  The curriculum we offer for 2016/2017 

will be similar to this, probably with minor additions, or other changes. 

 
The present option scheme is as follows: 

 

 

A B C D E 

Further Maths 
 
Maths 

 
 (IT Practitioners 

Diploma) 

*see below 

Religious Stud 

Extended Project 

BTEC Sport 

General RE 

  English 

 
Biology 

 
Technology 

Comp Studies  

Music Tech 

  Futsal 

General RE 

 

Economics 
 
Geography 
 
Further Maths 

Music Tech 

 

Theatre Studies 

 

Information Systems 

(ICT) 

 

General RE 

 

Futsal 

History 

 
Physics 

 
Art 

 

Photography 

 
IT Diploma 

 
Spanish 

 
General RE 

 

Futsal 

Politics 
 
Psychology 

 
Chemistry  

IT Diploma 

 

Futsal 

 

Mandarin 

 

Business Studies 

 

French 

 
Psychology A2, and Sociology are also offered.  Due to the current small uptake of these options, 

lessons will be arranged independently by the lead literacy teacher with those students involved. 
 

The Lower 6
th 

students select one subject from each block (A-E) up to a maximum of 5 AS Levels. 

 
 A student may not choose Comp. Science and Info. Systems, it must be one or the other. 

 Students who wish to study Further Maths must also take Maths in Block A. 

 Students wishing to study for the IT Practitioners Diploma must take the relevant modules in 

Block A, D and E. 

Students may pursue the IT Practitioners Qualification as a stand-alone course without taking the   

other IT Practitioners modules. 

 
In the second year of study students can continue with their chosen subjects at A2 Level to complete 

the full A Level. In some circumstances they can continue with some of their subjects at A2 and, 

subject to blocking arrangements, choose a new AS Level. 

 

All courses are offered subject to sufficient staffing resources and adequate demand from students. 

Students participate in up to 3 extra-curricular activities per week, compulsory mentoring and 

participate in our community service programs. 

 
Private study areas allow students to work when they are not timetabled to subject lessons. These are 

monitored through all morning periods. 

 
The students are also expected to be fully involved with our Religious Education programme.      

Attendance is compulsory. 

 
All students will follow an Extended Project AS level course. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CORE CURRICULUM 
 

Religious Education 

By its nature as a Catholic school, all students entering St Joseph’s 
College Sixth Form will be expected to take an active part in the 

Religious Life of the College.  This will involve helping at various 

liturgical events, such as the College Carol Service, helping in 

presenting assemblies and being involved in the prayer life of the 

College.  Sixth Form students will also be encouraged in witness of 

the Gospel through community service opportunities such as 

travelling to Lourdes and helping take care of handicapped children. 
 

 
 

Tutorial Programme 

Each student is assigned a personal Faculty Tutor whose role is to aid 

the student in his/her personal and academic development.   Formal 

Personal Progress Tracking interviews (PPTs) are held on a regular 

basis so that concerns on both sides can be freely aired to the 

benefit of the student. Every student will also attend career 

guidance sessions with our 2 career’s officers who will ensure 

that they have the correct subjects and target grades. These sessions 

are thorough and in many cases include mock interviews for 

university degrees. Students are given independent learning tasks by 

their Faculty tutor in their Registration periods and their weekly 1 

hour Life Skills periods. 
 

 
 

VOCATIONAL GUIDANCE, COUNSELLING & WORK 
EXPERIENCE 

 
Careers education and guidance form an important part of the pupils’ 

time in school. 

 
Special attention is given to Year 12 and 13 students applying to 

university, college or work, through tutor support and a Higher 

Education workshop day on site. 

 
Individual interviews and the administration of Course Finder are 

available to all pupils, in order to develop their career plan. Prospects 

Careers also organise group talks.  To assist this work, speakers 

are invited into the school to present specialised information, and 

visits are also made by pupils to industry, commerce, universities and 

colleges. The school has an affiliation with Surrey University, a 

recent top twenty university and all students get to visit the 

university. Each faculty visits an associated university and receives 

guest speakers in vocational areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

GCSE GRADES AND POINT SCORES REQUIRED 

FOR A/S LEVEL STUDY 
 

Subject 

 

Grade 

 

Avg Pts 

 

     Additional requirements 
 

ART B 5.5 OR EXCELLENT PORTFOLIO 

BIOLOGY BB 6.0 IN DOUBLE SCIENCE 

BUSINESS STUDIES B 5.5 OR B IN MATHS AND ENGLISH 

BTEC DIPLOMA IN IT  A 5.4 ‘A’ IN BTEC KS4, C IN ENGLISH AND MATHS 

CHEMISTRY AA 6.5 IN DOUBLE SCIENCE & 

   GRADE B IN MATHS 

COMPUTER STUDIES A 6.0 “B” IN MATHS AND “B” IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

    B IN GCSE ICT/COMPUTING, ‘A’ IN KS4 BTEC IT 

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY C 5.5 Minimum 5 GCSEs GRADE “C” OR 

   ABOVE AND GRADE “C” OR 

   ABOVE IN GRAPHIC PRODUCTS 

DRAMA & THEATRE B 5.5 “B” IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE / ENGLISH 

   LITERATURE 

ECONOMICS B 5.8 “B” IN MATHS AND “B” IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

ENGLISH LITERATURE B 5.8 “B” IN ENGLISH LITERATURE 

FRENCH B 5.5 IN GCSE FRENCH 

FURTHER MATHS A 6.0 IN MATHEMATICS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GEOGRAPHY B 5.5 ON HIGHER PAPER and “C” IN ENGLISH 

HISTORY B 5.5 OR “B” IN ENGLISH OR OTHER SIMILAR 

INFO SYSTEMS B 5.5 “C” IN MATHS AND “B” IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

    C IN GCSE ICT/COMPUTING, ‘A’ IN KS4 BTEC IT 

LAW A 5.5 GRADE MUST BE IN ENGLISH 

MANDARIN C 5.5 “C” IN MANDARIN 

MATHS A 5.5 ON HIGHER PAPER 

MUSIC B 5.5 “B” IN GCSE OR AUDITION 

P.E. B 5.5 “BB” IN SCIENCE 

PHOTOGRAPHY B 5.5 OR EXCELLENT PORTFOLIO 

PHYSICS BB 6.0 IN DOUBLE SCIENCE, & B GRADE IN MATHS 

POLITICS B 5.5 IN HISTORY, ENGLISH OR 

   OTHER ART SUBJECT 

PSYCHOLOGY C 5.5 IN SCIENCE AND “B” IN ENGLISH 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES C 5.5 IN R.E. OR ACCEPTANCE AT INTERVIEW 

SPANISH C 5.5      SUBJECT TO INTERVIEW  

 

 

NEW 

 

 

 

  

*Extended Diplomas* 
 
 

ENGINEERING BTEC L3 C 5.5 SUBJECT TO INTERVIEW 

 

 

FOOD TECHNOLOGY C 5.5       SUBJECT TO TRIALS AND INTERVIEW (SEE WEBSITE) 

FUTSAL C 5.5       SUBJECT TO TRIALS AND INTERVIEW (SEE WEBSITE) 

 

 

GCSE POINTS SYSTEM 
 

A* = 8,  A = 7,  B = 6,  C = 5,  D = 4,  E = 3,  F = 2,  G = 1. 
 

Add all your result scores together and divide the total by the number of GCSE’s taken.  

 
Usually students wishing to study for 5 A/AS levels require an average. Pts. score of  7pts 

“ “ “ “ 4   “ “ “ “ “  5.8pts 

“ “ “ “ 3   “ “ “ “ “  5.5pts 

 
If in any doubt contact the Head of Sixth Form 

  
 
 

         
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

SIXTH FORM DRESS CODE 
 

 
Sixth Form students are role models for the rest of the School and will be 
required to uphold and embody the standards expected of pupils lower 
down the School.   In addition to this, they will be ensuring, as part of 
their daily duties, that those lower down the school follow their example. 
This means that members of the Sixth Form must maintain consistently 
high personal standards of dress and smartness of appearance.  This will 
also increase respect from the younger students. 

 
The aim is for students to be guided by the principles of acceptable 
business wear.  There should be a clear distinction between what is worn 
at the weekend and what is worn during the working week.  It is also 
essential that clothes are smart, clean and not tatty. 

 
Please take the following as guidelines for suitable dress: 

MALE STUDENTS 

         Business Suits, collared shirts (to be tucked in at all times) or 

Blazer with smart trousers and ties. 

         Black leather footwear (not plimsolls or trainers) 

         No body  or  ear  piercings  to  be  worn  during  the  school  day. 

     Lines in eyebrows are prohibited 

         tattooing is prohibited. 

 
FEMALE STUDENTS 

 
  Business Suits, fitted jackets, dresses, sleeved tops, smart skirts 

and/or trousers.  Dresses and skirts at or below the knee are 
acceptable.  Dress and skirt length should be no shorter than two 
inches above the knee. 

        Necklines should not be too low. 

  Midriffs and shoulders should be covered at all times.   Clothing 
that is too revealing or likely to cause embarrassment must be 
avoided. 

        Black leather footwear (not plimsolls or trainers) 

  Female students should not have any body piercings other than 
pierced ears. Visible tattooing is prohibited. 

  Shalwar Kameeze: Shalwar: tapered at the ankles, not baggy. 

Kameeze: not gathered or flared. Fabric must be cotton or poplin not 
shiny, silky or crinkly. 

  Headscarves: Girls who wish to wear headscarves may do so as long 
as these conform to the requirements listed below: 

 The fabric should be lightweight. 

 The headscarves should be folded under the chin, taken round 
to the back of the neck and the ends tucked in - this conforms 

to health and safety requirements. 

 Headscarves should be worn so that the collar can be seen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

FINE ART & PHOTOGRAPHY 

 
Introduction 
The  art  department  run  AS  and  A2  courses  in  Fine  Art  and 
Photography. 

 
Course Content 
These courses are all designed to encourage student-centred work. 
Flexible projects allow individual progress and development of 
visual ideas, practical techniques and critical assessment. 

 
AS: 2 modules (including 5hr exam) 
A2: 2 modules (including 15hr exam) 

 
Entry Requirements 

Grade  B  GCSE  Art  /  Media  for  Photo  and  a  serious  attitude 
towards the subject. 

 
Method of Delivery 
Practical and theoretical activities, along with visits to Galleries 
and Study Visits, enable students to reach their full potential. 

 
Progression Beyond Key Stage 5 
Art Foundation Courses, BA Degree courses, MA Degree course, 
Art and Design Courses 

 
Further information may be obtained from Mr Mbewe 

cmbewe@sjc.ac  
 

BIOLOGY 
 

Is this the right subject for me? 
AS and A Level Biology is suitable if you: 

  Have an interest in, and enjoy biology and want to find out 

about how things work in the biological world by application of 
imaginative, logical thinking 

Want to use biology to progress onto further studies in Higher 

Education or support other qualifications or enter biology- 
based employment 

  Are taking A levels in the other sciences and or mathematics or 
other relevant courses such as Physical Education and want to 
take another course that will support those studies. 

 
What do I need to know, or be able to do, before taking 
this course? 

The qualification builds on the knowledge, understanding 
and practical skills that you gained in GCSE Science and GCSE 
Additional Science and GCSE Biology, or applied science 
courses such as BTEC First Certificate in Applied Science. You 
should also have at least the equivalent of a GCSE grade B in 
GCSE Science and GCSE additional Science or GCSE Biology.  
You should also have at least a C grade in GCSE Mathematics 
and an average point score of 6.0 is necessary. 

 
What will I learn? 
In biology you will develop practical skills by planning 
experiments, collecting data, analysing experimental results 
and making conclusions. You will also learn how scientific 
models are developed, the applications and implications of 
science, the benefits  and  risks  that  science  brings  and  the  
ways  in  which society uses science to make decisions. 

Unit 1: Cells, Exchange and Transport 
 
Unit 2: Molecules, Biodiversity, Food and 
Health 
 
Unit 3: Communication, Homeostasis and 
Energy 
 
Unit 4: Control, Genomes and Environment 
 
Assessment at AS Level 
Units 1 and 2 are externally assessed written examination 
papers, each lasting 75 minutes. The papers will contain 
objective questions, short questions and longer questions. 
 
Assessment at A2 Level 
Units 4 and 5 are externally assessed written examination 
papers each lasting for 90 minutes.  The papers will contain 
objective questions, short questions and longer questions. 
 
Assessment of Practical Skills at AS and A2 
This will be assessed by a series of tasks carried out 
during the course, in controlled conditions. 
 
What can I do after I’ve completed the course? 
Biology leads on to a wide range of courses and careers.   
This could include: 
 

  An   undergraduate   degree   in   life   sciences,   
medicine, environmental science, forensic science and 
related courses or a BTEC Higher National (HNC and HND) 

  Employment, for example in the areas of biological 
testing, biotechnology, independent research and the   
food industry. 
 
Further information may be obtained from Mrs Madu 
nmadu@sjc.ac 

mailto:cmbewe@sjc.ac
mailto:nmadu@sjc.ac


  

BUSINESS STUDIES 
 
 

AS UNITS 
Unit 1: Developing New Business Ideas 

This unit covers the characteristics students would need to 
develop to be successful in business and how new or 
existing businesses generate their product or service ideas 
and test them through market research. 

 
 

Unit 2a: Managing the Business 

This unit covers key activities which students may be 
involved in if they were to set up and/or manage a business 
whether small, medium-sized or large. 

 
 

A2 UNITS 
Unit 3: International Business 
The aim of this unit is to introduce the student to the 
world of international business and issues which a 
company trading internationally would have to consider. 

 
Unit 4a: Making Business Decisions 
In this unit, students will be able to assess the current 
competitiveness of a business through performance and 
non-performance indicators. They will analyse corporate 
objectives and strategy on the basis of these indicators and 
on external influences to the business. Students will be 
required to assess the causes and effects of change on a 
business and examine how the company could manage risk 
effectively. 

 
Assessment: 

 
AS Examination 
Unit 1   75 minute examination in two sections. Section A: 

supported multiple-choice questions. Section B: 
questions based on data. 

 
Unit 2   75 minute examination in two sections. Section A: 

supported multiple-choice questions. Section B: 
questions based on data. 
 
A Level Examination 
Unit 3   90 minute Examination in two sections. Section A: 
questions based on data. Section B: case study and 
questions. 
 
Unit 4   90 minute Examination in two sections. Section A: 
questions based on data. Section B: decision-making report 
and questions. (Context of decision-making report pre- 
released on www.edexcel.com in June of the previous 
year.) 
 
What can you combine with business studies? 
The course can be combined with any other A/AS, GCSE or 
vocational subjects. The combination of A Level Economics 
with A Level Business Studies should be considered 
carefully. 
Students who choose this combination would be 
specialising and committing themselves at a relatively early 
stage to employment or applications to Higher Education 
courses in Business, Economics or Financed based and 
related areas. 
The course is not designed to be vocational, but it is clearly 
helpful to those with career interests in Management, 

Marketing, Finance, Accounting, Banking, Retailing, 
Manufacturing and Local Government. 

 

Further information may be obtained from Mr McDonald 
amcdonald@sjc.ac  

http://www.edexcel.com/
mailto:amcdonald@sjc.ac


 

 CHEMISTRY 
 
Why Study GCE Chemistry? 
This course will give you the skills and understanding to make  
decisions about the way chemistry affects your everyday  
life by applying concepts into contemporary areas of chemistry 
including: 

Climate change 

 Green chemistry 

 Pharmaceuticals 

 Chemistry research. 
 
In addition, a GCE in Chemistry allows you to develop a 
range of generic skills requested by both employers and 
universities. For instance, a successful GCE level chemist will 
be an effective problem-solver and be able to communicate 
efficiently both orally and with the written word. Handling 
data will be a key part of your work, allowing you to 
demonstrate information retrieval skills as well as use of 
numeracy and ICT. You will build up a range of practical skills 
that require creativity and accuracy as well as developing a 
firm understanding of health and safety issues. As chemistry 
is a subject in which much learning stems from experimental 
work it is likely that you will need to work effectively as part 
of a group, developing team participation and leadership 
skills. 
 
What do I need to know, or be able to do, before taking 
this course? 
The qualification builds on the knowledge, understanding 
and process sk i l l s  that  y o u  a c h i e ve d  in  G C SE  
Sc i enc e , A d d i t io na l  Science and Chemistry, or applied 
science courses such as the BTEC First Certificate in Applied 
Science. It is expected that you should have at least the 
equivalent of a GCSE grade B in Science and in GCSE 
Chemistry or Additional Science, a GCSE grade B in 
Mathematics and an average point score of 6.0 is necessary, 
except in very special circumstances. 
 
What will I learn? 
This diagram identifies the fundamental concepts in 
chemistry that students will learn on this course. 

 

 

 
 
What can I do after I’ve completed the course? 
Whilst many job opportunities specifically using chemistry 
require higher qualifications, most laboratory-based jobs 
benefit from a chemistry qualification, for instance dental 
assistant or veterinary assistant. Many employers view success 
at GCE Chemistry as a clear indication of sound academic 
ability. 
 
Many university courses have a significant proportion of 
chemistry content and a GCE in Chemistry is excellent 
preparation for such further study. UK HE institutions 
currently 

  
 

 

AS units 
F321: Atoms, 
Bonds and Groups 

 
• Atoms and 

Reactions 
• Electrons, 

Bonding and 
Structure 

• The Periodic 
Table 

F322: Chains, 
Energy and 
Resources 

 
• Basic Concepts 

and 
Hydrocarbons 

• Alcohols, 
Halogenoalkanes 
and Analysis 

• Energy 
• Resources 

F323: Practical 
Skills in 
Chemistry 1 

 
• Qualitative 
• Quantitative 
• Evaluative 

1 hour written 
exam 
AS Level – 30% 
A Level – 15% 

1 hour 45 min 
written exam 
AS Level – 50% 
A Level – 25% 

Internal assessment 
AS Level – 20% 
A Level – 10% 

A2 units F324: 
Rings, 
Polymers and 
Analysis 
 
 
• Rings, Acids 
and Amines 
• Polymers and 
Synthesis 
• Analysis 

F325: Equilibria, 
Energetics and 
Elements 
 
 
• Rates, Equilibrium 
and pH 
• Energy 
• Transition 
Elements 

F326: Practical 
Skills in 
Chemistry 2 
 
 
• Qualitative 
• Quantitative 
• Evaluative 

1 hour written 
exam 
A Level – 15% 

1 hour 45 min 
written exam 
A Level – 25% 

Internal 
assessment 
A Level – 10% 



 

offer over 200 courses where chemistry is the primary 
subject. Often these courses can include an additional year’s 
study, either in industry or at a university abroad. Some 
courses can include study in other related areas. Examples 
include: 

 Chemistry with medicinal chemistry 

 Chemistry with forensic science and toxicology Chemistry 
with pharmacology. 
Over 500 additional courses contain a notable element of 
Chemistry as well as allowing a degree of breadth of 
study. These include: 

 Chemistry and sports science 

 Chemistry and politics chemistry with computer science. 
In addition a number of other courses either specifically 
require or find it desirable to have a GCE in Chemistry. These 
include courses such as chemical engineering, medicine, 
veterinary medicine, biological sciences, environmental 
science, pharmacy and dentistry. 
 
Further information may be obtained from Mr Stringer 
dstringer@sjc.ac  

 
AS/A2 COMPUTING 

 
Introduction 
This course prepares students who wish to go on to higher 
education courses or employment where knowledge of 
Computing and Software Design would be beneficial. It is 
designed to develop an understanding of the fundamentals 
of computing and to provide the knowledge and skills 
suitable for participation in an evolving computer-dependent 
society. Computing provides opportunities to be at the 
forefront of these changes and for candidates, through their 
careers, to play a role in the dynamic computer-based 
information society of the future. 
 
Course Content 
In the first year (AS) you’ll study two ‘big picture’ themes.  
“Unit1: Problem Solving, Programming, Data Representation 
and Practical Exercise” and “Unit 2: The Computer 
Components, 

 
 

The Stored Program Concept and The Internet”.  In the second 
year (A2) you’ll have another two themes:” Unit 3: Problem 
Solving, Programming, Operating Systems, Databases and 
Networking” and “Unit 4: The Practical Project”  
 
Currently Visual Basic is studied as programming language 
which will be replaced by Java in the near future. 
 
Assessment 
Unit 1 has a 2 hour on screen exam and weights 60% of AS or 
30% of A-Level.   
Unit 2 has a 1 hour written paper and is 40% of AS and 20% of 
A-Level.  
Unit 3 has 2.5 hour written paper, 60% of A2 and 30% of A-
Level.  
Unit 4 is coursework based, weighting40% of A2 and 20% of A-
Level. 
 
Entry requirements 
We normally require at least a grade B at GCSE ICT or 
equivalent; A or A* in BTEC IT, B in GCSE Mathematics. An 
interest in the subject as well as a high level of competence in 
logical thinking and problem solving are important. 
 
More details of GCE Computing (2510) on: 

 

http://web.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/ict/computing_noticeboard.ph
p?id=04&prev=04 
 
Further information may be obtained from Mr Zhang 
LZhang@sjc.ac  
 
AS/A2 ICT 
 
Introduction 
This course has been designed to help students who wish to go 
on to higher education courses or employment where 
understanding how ICT can be used in society and business, 
and the implications of its use. It provides a valuable asset for 
practical work. 
 
Course Content 
In the first year you’ll study two ‘big picture’ themes. First 
there’s 
‘Unit 1: Practical problem solving’, which introduces you to the 
various hardware and software technologies used in ICT, and 
how you  can  apply  them  to  different  applications  in  real  
life.  The second theme is ‘Unit 2: Living in the digital world’, 
which gives you a solid grounding in ICT areas like transferring 
data, backups and the interface between people and ICT 
systems. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:dstringer@sjc.ac
http://web.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/ict/computing_noticeboard.php?id=04&prev=04
http://web.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/ict/computing_noticeboard.php?id=04&prev=04
mailto:LZhang@sjc.ac


 

In the second year you’ll build on that strong foundation 
with another two study themes. In the first theme, ‘Unit 3: 
The use of ICT in the digital world’, you’ll cover technology 
developments, how to manage ICT projects, and the use of 
ICT solutions within organisations. In the second theme, 
‘Unit 4: Practical issues’, you’ll get hands-on experience by 
conceiving, designing and implementing a real ICT-related 
system. 
 
Assessment 
Both Unit 1 and 2 have 1.5 hour written paper.  It weights 
50% Of AS or 25% of A Level.   
Unit 3 has 2 hour written paper, 60% of A2 and 30% of A 
Level.  
Unit 4 is coursework based, weighting 40% of A2 and 20% of 
A Level. 
 
Entry requirements 
We normally require at least a grade B at GCSE ICT or 
equivalent. 
The course has a very strong track record of results and is 
overly subscribed every year. 
 
More details on GCE ICT (2520) contact Mr Kelly 
MKelly@sjc.ac or visit: 
http://store.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/pdf/AQA-2520-W-SP.PDF 
 
DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 
 
Brief Course Description: 
Edexcel GCE in Design & Technology: Product Design 
comprises of a full Advanced Subsidiary of two AS units: 
 
Unit 1 Portfolio comprising of three distinct sections 
Unit 2 Examination to acquire a better understanding and 
knowledge of materials and processes. 
Two A2 units: 
Unit 3 Examination to acquire knowledge of modern design 
and manufacturing practices. 
Unit 4 An opportunity for pupils to apply their skills they 
have acquired and developed throughout this course of 
study and to design and make a product of their choice that 
complies with the requirements of a graphics project. 
 
Students will be able to choose from two clearly defined 
pathways, either: 
 
Conceptual Design: 
• Packaging/ industrial design 
• Product/industrial design 
• Point of Sale Display 
• Vehicle Design 
 

Built Environment: 
• Architecture 
• Interior design 
• Exhibition design 
 
 
 
 
 

• Theatre sets 
• Garden design 
 
All projects must contain a 2D and 3D element. 
Also the main emphasis must be on the 3D element with the 2D 
element focusing on presentation graphics and technical 
drawings. 
 
Assessment: 
Unit 1 Portfolio of work 30%  
Unit 2 Written examination 90 mins 20% 
Unit 3 written examination 2 hrs 20%  
Unit 4 Product design and make 30% 
 
Further information may be obtained from Mr Chinyangarara 
EChinyangarara@sjc.ac  
 
GCE DRAMA AND THEATRE STUDIES 
 
Students with an interest in acting or directing for theatre or 
film will enjoy the opportunity to develop these skills in this 
course. Students also wishing to develop group, interpersonal 
and leadership skills will benefit a great deal from the course 
content. 
 
What do you learn on the course? 
AS Drama and Theatre studies is designed to give students an 
opportunity to combine practical and written work towards 
learning the history, theory and practise of the theatre. 
 
40% of the AS level is assessed through practical work.   This 
involves theatrical performance where students have the 
opportunity to showcase the acting, directing or designing skills 
they learn during the course.  Lesson content allows students 
to pursue their interests in a range of practical drama elements 
including acting, directing, costume, setting, mask and technical 
design. 
 
The course also requires that 60% of the course is assessed by 
written exam.  This assesses students’ ability to research, 
analyse and understand dramatic theory.  This enables students 
to gain an entry qualification suitable for more academic 
courses in higher education, whether in the area of drama and 
theatre studies or a host of other subjects. 
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What does the practical work involve? 
The course offers students the freedom to choose both the 
content and the form of their performance.  At AS, 
candidates perform an extract from any play selected to 
illustrate their understanding of an influential director, 
designer, theatre company or other practitioner.  At A2, 
students devise a dramatic piece of their own, on any topic, 
to be performed in a theatrical style of their choice. 
Assessment for the practical units takes account of the work 
students’ undertake in preparation for the performance, as 
well as their final performance.   This makes drama and 
theatre studies the only AS qualification that directly 
rewards students’ group work skills, in leading, managing 
and supporting their peers towards a shared aim. 
 
Do I need to have studied drama before? 
The content of the course follows through from that of the 
AQA GCSE Drama specification, enabling a smooth transition 
from one to the other.   At the same time, it must be 
emphasised that GCSE is not a requirement for students 
wishing to take the GCE course. 
 
What are the course entry requirements? 
Most students’ will be expected to have gained at least a B in 
either English or English Literature at GCSE.  This reflects the 
academic nature of the written element of the course. Some 
exceptions may be made, however, for those with a high 
degree of practical acting experience. 
 
Further information may be obtained from Mr Cook 
pcook@sjc.ac  

 
ECONOMICS 
 
The Advanced GCE (from September 2008) is made up of two 
mandatory units at AS and two further units at A2.   These A2 
units are also externally assessed. 
 
AS Units 
Unit F581: Markets in Action 
 
•The reasons for individuals, organisations, and societies 
having to make choices 
•Competitive markets and how they work 
•Market failure and government intervention 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Unit F582: The National and International Economy 
•Aggregate demand and aggregate supply and their interaction 
•Government economic policy objectives and indicators of 
national economic performance 
 
A2 Units 
Unit F583: Economics of Works and Leisure 
 
•Nature of work and leisure and trends in employment and      
earnings 
•Market structures and competitive behaviour in leisure 
markets 
•Labour demand, supply and wage determination 
Market failure and role of the Government and unions in the 
labour market 
 
Unit F585: The Global Economy 
 
•Macroeconomic performance 
•Trade and integration 
•Developments and sustainability 
The economics of globalisation 
 
Further information may be obtained from Mr McDonald 
amcdonald@sjc.ac   
 
ENGLISH LITERATURE 
 
The following courses are offered: 
 
A2-level Literature Two year course: AQA B 
AS (Advanced Subsidiary) Literature: One year course (first year 
of above) AQA B 
 
Summary of scheme of assessment: Advanced Subsidiary 
(50%): Advanced GCE: 
The AS consists of Units 1 and 2 
The full Advanced GCE comprises all the AS counts for 50% of 
the full Advanced plus Units 3 and 4 known as A2 GCE Prior 
Requirements. The AS and Advanced GCE specifications build 
on the knowledge, skills and understanding established in 
GCSE. It is recommended that students should have obtained at 
least Grade B in GCSE English and Literature. 
 
Outcomes 
The subject extends beyond AS and Advanced GCE into a wide 
range of related courses in higher education. Students will be 
able to use the skills they develop in English Literature in a 
variety of careers such as law, education, management, 
advertising, research, journalism and the media. 
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Communication Skills Development 
The course develops students’ ability to present information 
to a group, work in teams, develop independent opinions 
and interpretations of texts and read and write about a 
range of interesting and challenging plays, poems and 
novels. 
 
Further information may be obtained from Ms V. Williams, 
Head of English vwilliams@sjc.ac  
 
GEOGRAPHY 
 
Entry Requirements 
To study AS or A2 level Geography a pass at B grade GCSE is 
usually required. A high level of competence in English 
language is important for all ‘A’ level Geography students. 
 
The subject is an excellent complement to other ‘A’ Level 
subjects both Arts and Sciences.  Geography ‘A’ levels are 
highly regarded by university admissions tutors because a 
wide range of skills are taught: it is a broad subject covering 
many topics within the division of Human and Physical 
Geography. Fieldwork consists of studies in the local area 
and, when numbers allow it, of a residential three days at a 
Field Studies Centre. Many Year 12 AS students continue 
studying Geography at the A2 level in Year 13. 
 
The department follows the OCR GCE AS / A2 syllabus. The 
specification emphasises the unity of Geography with an 
excellent mix of the best elements of Physical and Human 
Geography. Geography skills are tested through a 
Geographical investigation project in A2. A brief summary of 
the content can be seen in the table below. 
 
AS UNITS 
Unit F761: Managing Physical Environments 
• River environments 
• Coastal environments 

• Cold environments 

• Hot arid and semi-arid environments 
 
Unit F762: Managing Change in Human Environments 
• Managing urban change 
• Managing rural change 
• The energy issue 
The growth of tourism 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

A2 UNITS 
Unit F763: Global Issues 
Environmental issues: 

 Earth hazards (Option A1) 

 Ecosystems and environments under threat (Option 
A2)  

 Climatic Hazards (Option A3) 
Economic Issues 

 Population and resources (Option B1)  

 Globalisation (Option B2) 

 Development and inequalities (Option B3) 
 
Unit F764: Geographical Skills 
Geographical skills 

 Identifying a suitable geographical question or 
hypothesis for investigation 

 Developing a plan and strategy for conducting the 
investigation 

 Collecting and recording appropriate data 

 Presenting the data collected in appropriate forms 

 Analysing and interpreting the data 
 
Further information may be obtained from Miss L. Williams 
lwilliams@sjc.ac  
 
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
 
Introduction 
The key aims of the course are to extend and expand 
knowledge of government and political systems, particularly 
those of the UK and the USA, to foster analytical and evaluative 
skills and to encourage students to understand why states and 
political and governmental organisations act as they do. 
 
It is important to promote a positive enthusiasm for the subject. 
As a result, students should develop a permanent interest in 
current affairs relating to Government and Politics and develop 
positive attitudes to political participation at a variety of levels. 
 
A further important aim is to assist the students to train their 
minds, through the study of Government and Politics, to think 
intelligently and critically about the problems faced by the 
world today. Perhaps they will be better able to face these 
problems or instrumental in solving them. 
 
Course Content 
The courses are provided by Edexcel. They are modular and are 
followed for two years – Year 1: AS modules – Year 2: A2 
modules. 
 
AS Modules 
People and Politics 
Governing the U.K. 
 

A2 Modules 
Representation Processes in the U.S.A. 
Governing the U.S.A. 
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Assessment 
The syllabus has been designed in such a way that allows for 
both traditional and modular assessment. Each unit is 
assessed by an exam. Candidates may take papers in January 
and June and accumulate credits which can be aggregated at 
the end of the course. 
 

Alternatively, they may opt for a traditional form of 
assessment by taking all papers together at the end of the 
course. 
 
Entry Requirements 
Entry requirements are grades C at GCSE in English Language 
and History (if studied). But, it would be better if all students 
had grades B or higher in English Language and History (if 
studied). 
 

Methods of Delivery 
While teacher exposition still has a part to play in the 
classroom it is expected that students take responsibility for 
their own learning. The teacher’s role is to assist students to 
organise their own learning experience. 
 

The key to success is active learning and students are 
expected to read widely both on and around the course.  
This underpins all work done and is developed by homework 
assignments, test questions written in class under timed 
conditions and through class discussion. Use is also made of 
a wide range of audio- visual material and web-based 
resources.  
 
The internet provides us with our ‘window on the world’ 
which we regularly access through our interactive 
whiteboard. 
 

The wide range of internet resources available is extremely 
useful in providing up to date information about current 
affairs which is essential for the study of this subject. All 
students are expected to make full use of these resources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Progression Beyond Key Stage 5 
The academic study of Government and Politics at this level can 
provide the foundation for a wide range of employment 
opportunities (for example the Police, Civil Service and 
management positions generally) and can be a valuable 
preparation for degree courses in many subject areas. 
 
Further details can be found at: 
http://www.edexcel.com/GCE%20Gov%20%20Politics%20% 
shared/spec-gce-gov-pol.pdf    
 
Further information can be obtained from Mr Palmer 
apalmer@sjc.ac  
 
HISTORY 
 
Introduction 
The key aims of the History Department are to help our 
students to locate themselves in time and to promote positive 
enthusiasm for the subject.  As a result, our students should 
develop a permanent interest in the past, and a desire to read, 
explore and satisfy this curiosity for the rest of their lives. This 
should assist them to appreciate and enjoy the national, 
European and other cultural inheritances which they will 
experience when they travel. 
 
A further important aim is to assist our students to train their 
minds, through the study of history, to think intelligently and 
critically about the problems of our own day. Students should 
understand that these problems have their roots in the past 
and can only be fully explained through a study of their history. 
 
Course Contents 
The courses are provided by OCR.  They are modular and are 
followed for two years - 
Year 1:  AS modules – Year 2:  A2 modules. AS Modules 
European and World History Period Study 
Peace and War: International Relations c1890 – 1941 
 
British History Enquiry 
Mid-Tudor Crises 1536-1569 
 
A2 Modules 
 
Historical Interpretations and Investigations 
 
Historical Themes 
The Changing Nature of Warfare, 1792-1945 
 
Assessment 
The syllabus has been designed in such a way that allows for 
both traditional and modular assessment. Each unit is assessed 
by a paper. Candidates may take papers in January and June 
and accumulate credits which can be aggregated at the end of 
the course. 
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Alternatively, they may opt for a traditional form of 
assessment by taking all papers together at the end of the 
course. 
 
Entry Requirements 
Entry requirements are grades C at GCSE in English Language 
and History (if studied). It is possible to take ‘A’ or ‘AS’ Level 
without having studied History at GCSE. But, it would be 
better if all students had grades B or higher in English 
Language and History (if studied). 
 

 

 

Methods of Delivery 
While teacher exposition still has a part to play in the 
classroom, it is expected that students take responsibility for 
their own learning. The teacher’s role is to assist students to 
organise their own learning experience.  
 
The key to successful study is active learning and students 
are expected to read widely both on and around the course.  
 
This underpins all the work done for the course and is 
developed by homework essays, test essays written in class 
under timed conditions and through class discussion. Use is 
also made of audio-visual material and web- based 
resources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Progression beyond Key Stage 5 
The analytical techniques gained through the study of history 
are transferable skills which can be used in a wide range of 
occupations and can be a valuable preparation for degree 
courses in many other subjects, as well as History itself. 
 
Further information can be obtained from Mr Palmer 
apalmer@sjc.ac or 
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Data/publications/key documents/ AS 
ALevel GCE History A Specific ation.pdf  
 

MANDARIN PRE-U 
 

Cambridge Pre-U Mandarin course aims to equip candidates 
with the skills required to make a success of their subsequent 
studies at university, involving not only a solid grounding in 
each specialist subject at an appropriate level, but also the 
ability to undertake independent and self-directed learning and 
to think laterally, critically and creatively. The Cambridge Pre-U 
curriculum is underpinned by a core set of educational 
principles: 
 
• A programme of study which supports the development of 
well-informed, open and independent minded individuals 
capable of applying their skills to meet the demands of the 
world as they will find it and over which they may have 
influence. 
 
• A curriculum which retains the integrity of subject specialisms 
and which can be efficiently, effectively and reliably assessed, 
graded and reported to meet the needs of universities. 
 
• A curriculum which is designed to recognise a wide range of 
individual talents, interests and abilities and which provides the 
depth and rigour required for a university degree course. 
 
• A curriculum which encourages the acquisition of specific 
skills and abilities, in particular the skills of problem solving, 
creativity, critical thinking, team working and effective 
communication. 
 
• The encouragement of ‘deep understanding’ in learning – 
where that deep understanding is likely to involve higher order 
cognitive activities. 
 
• The development of a perspective which equips young people 
to understand a range of different cultures and ideas and to 
respond successfully to the opportunity for international 
mobility. 
 
All Cambridge Pre-U Principal Subject syllabuses are linear. A 
candidate taking a Principal Subject must take all the 
components together at the end of the course in one 
examination session. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AS A2/GCE 

Youth culture and concerns Youth culture and concerns 

Lifestyle: health and fitness Lifestyle: health and fitness 

The world around us: 
travel, tourism, 
environmental issues and the 
French/Spanish speaking 
world 
 
 
 

The world around us: 
travel, tourism, environmental 
issues and the French/Spanish 
speaking world 

Education and Employment Education and Employment 

 Customs, traditions, beliefs and 
religions 

 National and international 
events: 
past, present and future 

 Literature and the arts 

Unit AS GCE 

 
Unit 1 Spoken expression and response 

 
30% 

 
15% 

Unit 2 Understanding and written re- 
sponse 

 
70% 

 
35% 

Unit 3 Understanding and spoken re- 
sponse 

 
35% 

 
17.5% 

Unit 4 Research, understanding and 
written response 

 
65% 

 
32.5% 
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This syllabus aims to equip candidates learning Mandarin 
Chinese as a foreign language with the skills to survive in a 
Chinese environment. The syllabus also provides a stepping 
stone for university courses in Chinese and Chinese Studies, 
allowing universities to offer successful Pre-U candidates 
alternative courses to the prevailing ab initio classes. 
  
As the majority of Chinese communities speak and 
understand Mandarin Putonghua, the official language of the 
People’s Republic of China, the syllabus only requires 
knowledge of this language. The Pinyin system is used, and in 
writing the simplified characters jiantizi, again as prescribed 
in the PRC, is used. The Listening, Reading and Writing 
papers concentrate on contemporary vernacular style. 
 
Further information can be obtained from Mr Zhang 
jzhang@sjc.ac  
 
MATHEMATICS 
 
Options 
Mathematics AS Level  
Mathematics A2 Level 
Further Mathematics AS Level  
Further Mathematics A2 Level 
 
Mathematics AS Level – Entry Requirements 
Grade A or above from a GCSE Higher Level course. 
 
Course Content 
The modules are C1, C2, S1 or M1. 
 
Mathematics A2 Level – Entry Requirements 
Grade A or above from a GCSE Higher Level course and grade 
D or above at AS level. 
 
Course Content 
A 2 year course of 6 lessons per week. Students will take six 
modules which each have a 90 minute written examination; 
at various times throughout the course. The modules are C1, 
C2, C3, C4, S1, M1, D1 or S2. 
 
Further Mathematics AS Level – Entry Requirements 
Grade A* or a very high A Grade at GCSE and doing A Level 
Mathematics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Course Content 
Three modules spread over two years which must include FP1. 
 
Further Mathematics A2 Level – Entry Requirements 
Grade A* or very high A grade at GCSE and doing A Level 
Mathematics 
A 2 year course of 10 lessons per week. Students will take 
twelve modules which each have a 90 minute written 
examination at various times throughout the course. The 
modules are C1, C2, FP1, S1, M1, M2 in Year 12 and C3, C4, FP2, 
S4, S2, S3 in Year 13. 
 
Further information can be obtained from the Mr Farrell 
sfarrell@sjc.ac  

 
 

 
MODERN LANGUAGES 
 

FRENCH /SPANISH 
The aim of Advanced Level French / Spanish is to develop 
knowledge, awareness and appreciation of their respective 
cultures, including current affairs and topical issues, local 
customs, politics and social issues. 
As a starting point, students should have a good working 
knowledge of French or Spanish grammar and syntax, a wide 
vocabulary and be able to communicate effectively in a variety 
of written and spoken styles, including factual, creative and 
discursive. They will be expected to respond both orally and in 
writing to a variety of texts and recordings. Experience of 
France/Spain and/or the French/Spanish-speaking world is 
beneficial 
 

Further information can be obtained from Mrs Shepherd 
jshepherd@sjc.ac 
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A Level Music & Music Technology 
 
Our   brand   new   facilities   make   A   Level   Music   and   
Music Technology an exciting prospect at St Joseph's College. 
The studio has the latest recording equipment including 
Professional Recording Studio, Post Production Units, 3 Live 
Rooms, Control Room and 32 iMacs running the latest in 
music software. 
 
Music Technology A Level offers exciting opportunities to 
learn about, sampling, studio recording and production, MIDI 
sequencing and composing. The College has an extensive 
range of recording equipment, as well as music workstations 
with Sibelius 5 score writing software, sequencing software, 
in addition to Pro Tools and Logic. 
Two fully sound proofed recording booths and one large live 
room all with direct connections to the control room, and a 
talkback and monitor system provide the perfect spaces for 
recording vocals, instruments, ensembles etc. 
 
Our control suite, with remote links to our three ‘live’ rooms 
also has full visibility of the three recording spaces. The 
Control room is equipped with a Mackie ONYX 1620 mixing 
desk as well as a Digidesign Digi 002 Rack interface. The 
studio holds a state of the art collection of recording 
microphones for all purposes. 
This course focuses on performing, composing and listening 
and appraising. Pupils who have received a C in GCSE music 
or are of Grade 5 standard on their instrument are accepted 
to do the course. 
 
A Level Music Technology (Edexcel) 
This course focuses on performing, composing and listening 
and appraising. Pupils who have received a C in GCSE music 
or are of Grade 5 standard on their instrument are accepted 
to do the course. 
 
A general understanding of music and basic theory is of great 
benefit when taking this course. Basic keyboard skills are also 
useful to have. Most of the course focuses on using music 
technology to arrange and compose your own music, as well 
as recording other artists work.  Understanding the history of 
music technology is also an important aspect of the course. 
The new Technology makes the department extremely well 
resourced to deliver this course. 
 
Further information can be obtained from Mr Baxter 
nbaxter@sjc.ac  
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
Outline 
These OCR AS GCE and Advanced GCE Physical Education 
specifications take a multi-disciplinary approach, 
encouraging the development of different methods of 
enquiry drawn from a wide range of disciplines, with the 
focal point being the performer and the performance. 
  
 
 
 
 

The specifications are based on the interaction between the 
theory and practice of Physical Education. 
 
Specification Content 
 
AS 
Candidates study the following: Application of Anatomical and 
Physiological Knowledge to Improve Performance; Acquiring 
and Performing Movement skills; and Contemporary Studies in 
Physical Education. 
 
A2 
Candidates study Exercise and Sport Physiology: the response 
of the body to performance and training; and two options. The 
options are: 
 
Historical Studies in Physical Education (Option A1); 
Comparative Studies in Physical Education (Option A2); 
Biomechanical Analysis of Human Movement (Option B1); 
Psychology of Sport performance (Option B2). 
At least one option must be either Historical Studies in Physical 
Education or Comparative Studies in Physical Education. 
Scheme of Assessment 
The AS GCE forms 50% of the assessment weighting of the full 
Advanced GCE. AS GCE is assessed at a standard between GCSE 
and Advanced GCE and can be taken as a stand alone 
qualification or as the first part of the full Advanced GCE 
course. 
 
Assessment is by means of 3 Units of Assessment for AS GCE 
and 6 Units of Assessment for Advanced GCE. 
 
AS GCE Candidates take Units 2562, 2563 and 2564. 
 
Advanced GCE Candidates take Units 2562, 2563, 2564, 2565, 
2566, and 2567. Coursework 
AS Unit 2564: Performance and its Improvement through 
Critical 
Analysis 
 
Candidates are assessed in two chosen activities, from two 
different activity profiles. The assessment is divided and 
weighted as follows: 
 
The selection and application of acquired and developed skills 
20% of the AS 
 
Personal Performance Portfolio 
10% of the AS 
 
A2 Unit 2567: The Improvement of Effective Performance and 
critical evaluation of the practical activities with synoptic 
application 
 
Candidates are assessed in two chosen activities, from two 
different activity profiles. The assessment is divided and 
weighted as follows: 
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The selection, application and performance of skills in an 
open environment (Effective Performance) 20% of the A2 
 
Evaluation and appreciation of performance through 
observation and synopsis of knowledge (oral test) 10% of the 
A2 
 
Further information may be obtained from Mr Smith, PE 
Department. 
 
Further information can be obtained from Mr Smith 
asmith@sjc.ac  
 
PHYSICS 
 
Why choose A-Level Physics? 
If you have an inquisitive mind and want to understand HOW 
the world works, the study of physics will provide many of 
the answers. This course will develop your essential scientific 
knowledge and understanding, as well as establish sound 
links between theory and experiment. 
 
A-level Physics is an important qualification for many 
careers. Some students go on to study physics at university. 
This may lead to a career in research and development, 
either in a university or in industry. Perhaps the majority of 
those who study A-level Physics do so in order to apply their 
physics knowledge in another subject area at university. 
 
A-level Physics can also lead to a wide range of careers. This 
includes Applied Physics, Astrophysics, Geophysics, Material 
technology, Forensic science, Engineering, Meteorology and 
Medical Physics. Also complementary with intended careers 
in Medicine, Mathematics, Computing, Finance, Law, 
Accountancy and many more areas. 
 
What do I need to know, or be able to do, before taking this 
course? 
 
The qualification builds on the knowledge, understanding 
and practical skills that you gained in GCSE Science and GSE 
Additional Science and GCSE Physics or applied science 
courses such as BTEC First Certificate in Applied Science. You 
should also have at least the equivalent of a GCSE grade B in 
GCSE Science and GCSE Additional Science or GCSE Physics. 
You should also have at least a C Grade in GCSE Mathematics 
and an average point score of 6.0 is necessary. 
 
It is very advisable to take A-level Maths in conjunction with 
A- level Physics, though not a requirement. But do not be 
fooled as there is quite a lot of maths in the physics course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Written Paper: 1 hour 30 minutes 

Weighting: 50% of total AS 
25% of total A Level marks 

Specification at a Glance 
The Advanced GCE is made up of three mandatory units at AS 
and three further mandatory units at A2. 
Two of the AS and two of the A2 units are externally assessed. 
The third AS unit and the third A2 unit are internally assessed 
and will include the assessment of practical skills. 
 
AS UNITS 

Written Paper: 1 hour 30 minutes 

Weighting: 50% of total AS 
25% of total A Level marks 

 
Unit G481: MECHANICS 
Motion: Physical quantities and units, Estimated physical 
quantities; Scalar and vector quantities; Vector calculations; 
vector resolution; Definitions in kinematics; Graphs of motion; 
Constant acceleration equations; Free fall and Measurement of 
g. Forces in action: Forces and the Newton, Motion with non- 
constant acceleration, Equilibrium, Centre of gravity, Turning 
forces, Density, Pressure, Car stopping distances and Car safety. 
Work and energy: Work and the joule, The conservation of 
energy, Potential and kinetic energies, Power and the watt, 
Efficiency, Deformation of materials, Hooke’s law. 
Unit G482: ELECTRONS, WAVES AND PHOTONS: 
Electric current: Electric current and charge, Kirchhoff’s law and 
Electron drift velocity. 
Resistance: Electromotive force, Potential difference, 
Resistance and Ohm’s law, Resistance of circuit components, 
Resistivity, The effect of temperature on resistivity, Electrical 
power, Domestic electrical supply and Charging for electrical 
energy. 
DC circuits: Series circuits, Parallel circuits, Circuit analysis 1, 
Circuit analysis 2 and The potential divider. 
Waves: Wave motion, Wave terminology, Wave speed, Wave 
properties, Electromagnetic waves, Polarisation, Interference, 
The Young double-slit experiment, The diffraction grating, 
Stationary waves, Stationary wave experiment and Stationary 
longitudinal waves. 
Quantum physics: The energy of the photon, The photoelectric 
effect 1, The photoelectric effect 2, Wave-particle duality, 
Energy levels in atoms, and Spectra. 
 
Unit G483: PRACTICAL SKILLS IN PHYSICS 1: 
This AS (practical skills) unit is teacher assessed and externally 
moderated by OCR. 
Candidates are assessed on one task from each of the following 
categories: qualitative, quantitative and evaluative tasks. 
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A2 UNITS 
Unit G484: THE NEWTONIAN WORLD 
Newton’s laws and momentum: Newton’s first law of 
motion, momentum, Newton’s second law, Newton’s third 
law, Conservation of momentum, Impulse and Elastic and 
inelastic collisions. 
Circular motion and oscillations: Angular measure, Circular 
motion, The force required for centripetal acceleration, 
Examples of circular motion, Gravitational field, Newton’s 
law of gravitation – 1, Newton’s law of gravitation – 2, 
Planetary orbits, Satellites, Introduction to simple harmonic 
motion, The 
definition of simple harmonic motion, Graphical analysis of 
simple harmonic motion, Energy in simple harmonic motion, 
Damping and Resonance. 
Thermal physics: Solids, liquids and gases, Brownian motion, 
The kinetic theory and gas pressure, Internal energy, 
Temperature, Specific heat capacity, Latent heat, Boyle’s law, 
The ideal gas equation, The amount of substance and 
Boltzmann constant. 
 
Unit G485: FIELDS, PARTICLES AND FRONTIERS OF PHYSICS 
Electric and magnetic fields: Electric fields, Coulomb’s law, 
Electric fields, gravitational fields and the motion of charged 
particles, Magnetic fields, Electromagnets, Definition of 
magnetic flux density, Particle movement in magnetic fields, 
The mass spectrometer, Electromagnetic induction, 
Faraday’s and Lenz’s laws of electromagnetic induction. 
Capacitors and exponential decay: Capacitors, Capacitors in 
circuits, Discharging capacitors, Exponential decays and Uses 
for capacitors. 
Nuclear physics: The discovery of the nucleus, The strong 
nuclear force, Nuclear properties, Nuclear reaction, 
Fundamental particles, Beta decay, Radioactivity, Radioactive 
activity, Radioactive decay, Half-life, Uses of radioactive 
isotopes, Binding energy, Fission, The nuclear reactor and 
Fusion. 
Medical imaging: X-rays, The interaction of x-rays with 
matter, X-ray intensity, 3D X-ray images, Radioactive tracers 
and the gamma camera, Magnetic resonance, Magnetic 
resonance imaging, Non- invasive technique in diagnosis, 
Ultrasound, Acoustic impedance and Doppler scans. 
Modelling the universe: The structure of the universe, The 
development of a star, Other bodies in the universe, 
Astronomical distances, The redshift, The expanding 
universe, The evolution of the universe, The future of the 
universe and Critical density. 
 
Unit G486: PRACTICAL SKILLS IN PHYSICS 2: 
This A2 (practical skills) unit is teacher assessed and 
externally moderated by OCR. 
Candidates are assessed on one task from each of the 
following categories: qualitative, quantitative and evaluative 
tasks. 
 
Further information can be obtained from Mr Phaladi  
SPhaladi@sjc.ac 
 
 
 
 
 

PSYCHOLOGY 
 
What do I need to know, or be able to do, before taking this 
course? 
You do not need any previous knowledge to study psychology. 
However, the nature of the course means that having both 
maths and English language, to grade B or better at GCSE level, 
is strongly advisable. The course involves some essay writing, 
data collection and interpretation of evidence. 
 
Is it the right subject for me? 
The most important quality for anyone wanting to study 
psychology is to find people fascinating. Are you intrigued by 
why people act in the way they do?   If so, then psychology is 
likely to capture your imagination, you will need to: 
Be willing to have your opinions and value challenged. 
Be willing to listen to and take on board new ideas and novel 
arguments. 
Be able to see both sides of an issue and not reject one side 
simply because you initially believe it is wrong. 
Psychology provides many opportunities to develop skills in 
assessing debates and arguments. 
 
What will I learn? 
The AS specification has 2 units: 
 
In each one you will discover a key topic of research, learn 
about important studies related to that topic, and find out how 
research is conducted in that area of psychology. 
 
Unit 1: Cognitive Psychology, Developmental Psychology and 
Research Methods 
 
Topic List 
•   Cognitive psychology, including memory and eyewitness 
testimony 
•   Developmental psychology, including early social 
development, attachment and the effects of day care 
•   Research methods, in the context of the topic areas 
 
Assessment 
 
Structured compulsory questions based on Cognitive 
Psychology, Developmental Psychology and Research Methods. 
 
Questions include short answer, stimulus material and one 12 
mark question requiring extended writing in which QWC will be 
assessed.  
 
Unit 2: Biological Psychology, Social Psychology and Individual 
Differences 
 
Topic List 
•   Biological psychology, including stress, factors affecting 
stress, coping with stress and managing stress 
•   Social psychology, including majority influence, obedience 
and independent behaviour 
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•   Individual differences, including definitions of 
abnormality, approaches and therapies 
 
Assessment 
Three compulsory structured questions; one based on 
Biological Psychology content, one based on Social 
Psychology content and one based on the Individual 
Differences content. 
 
Questions include short answer, stimulus material and one 
12 or more mark question requiring extended writing in 
which QWC will be assessed. 
 

What can I do after I’ve completed the course? 
Psychology is a very useful subject for any career where you 
interact with people. Occupations such as journalism, 
nursing and marketing all welcome trainees who have 
studied psychology. 
 
If you are considering Higher Education, psychology can be 
an invaluable subject. Because it sits on the boundary 
between Arts and Science subjects, it combines elements of 
both.  If you choose the Arts route, psychology shows a 
competence in scientific thinking and numeracy that will add 
breadth to your skills.  Similarly, the Science route can often 
lack the opportunity to show your ability to construct a well 
argued essay, but psychology will show you can do this. 
 
A2 Psychology may be offered from September 2010. 
 
Further information may be obtained from Mr Cook 
pcook@sjc.ac  
 
RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 
The Course aims to: 

 Develop your interest in and enthusiasm for a rigorous 

study of philosophical and ethical aspects of religion and 
relate them to the wider world; 

 Treat Religious Studies as an academic discipline 
developing knowledge, understanding and evaluative skills; 

 Adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach to the 

study of these aspects Religious Studies; 
 
The course offers: 
That whatever role in life you may take on, whichever 
direction your life’s journey may take, there are skills which 
you will need to help you on that journey.  Religious Studies 
will provide you with those skills, and give you a 
qualification which is accepted by many employers and 
Higher Education Institutions as, not only a valid 
qualification, but one which says something very positive 
about your character and personality. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A means of developing the skills of research, discussion, 
written, evaluative, problem solving, historical and literary 
exploration, personal development dealing with abstract 
concepts, language and literary criticism,. Oral and written 
presentation, analysis. 
 

Assessment 
AS Level assessment is by two written papers each of 1½ hour 
duration. The first may be taken in January; the remaining 
modules being taken in June. 
 
For A2 Level assessment is by two written papers each of 1½ 
hour written papers taken in June of the second year of the 
course. 
 
Two areas of study: Philosophy and Ethics 
Two Modules for AS Level; a Further Two Modules for A2 level: 
 
Advanced Subsidiary Level: 
Philosophy – Greek, including Plato and Aristotle and Judaeo- 
Christian influences on the Philosophy of Religion; Traditional 
arguments for the Existence of God: ontological, cosmological, 
teleological, the moral argument, the problem of evil; Religion 
and Science. 
Ethics – Ethical theory: moral relativism and natural law; 
Categorical Imperative; Utilitarianism; absolute and relative 
morality; Christian Ethics; How these theories can be applied to 
practical ethics such as abortion, euthanasia, the right to life 
and the right to a child. 
 
Advanced 2 GCE Level: 
Philosophy – Nature of God: omniscient, omni-benevolent, 
work 
of Boethius, God and punishment; distinctions between body 
and soul; views of life after death; resurrection and rebirth, 
nature of disembodied existence  and  concepts of  heaven  and  
hell; revelation through the Bible; concept of miracle and the 
problem of evil; Religious Language; Apophatic Way, 
meaningfulness of religious language, use of symbol, analogy 
an myth 
Ethics – Meta-ethics: the use of ethical language; virtue ethics; 
Free will and determinism; nature and role of conscience; 
nature of Christian Ethics; environmental and business ethics; 
sexual ethics and relationships; plus revisiting areas in medical 
ethics. 
 
Further Information may be obtained from: Mr Da Silva - 
Head of Religious Education PDeSilva@sjc.ac  
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Futsal BTEC National Diploma in Sport 

 
Do you want a pathway into a football career or do you 
dream of representing your country at football? Do you want 
a first class education that will get you to university? Do you 
want to work in leisure or football, or, do you want to 
become a Futsal 
coach or 
referee? 
St Joseph’s 
Futsal has a 
learning centre 
that is truly  
interactive – it 
is integrated 
into a Futsal 
pitch to provide 
a unique "in 
pitch" facility 
that is 
altogether a completely different learning experience to the 
traditional classroom. 
 
The Futsal Education Scholarship 
In conjunction with the UK's leading education academies 
and professional football clubs we offer the only Futsal 
scholarship programme for 16-19 year old learners in the UK. 
This gives learners qualifications such as BTEC National 
Diploma in Sport. It provides a pathway to university and/or 
a career in sport. 
Click below for more details: 
 

 
 
School & College Partnerships 
We work with a wide range of education groups ranging 
from primary school through to higher education and special 
groups, providing a range of intervention courses and other 
mainstream education programs such as NVQ & BTEC 
qualifications. We organise festivals, coaching programmes 
and teacher development sessions for all levels.  
CONTACT MR DWYER kdwyer@sjc.ac for more info. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BTEC Level 3 Mechanical Engineering 
 
Mode of study: Full-Time 
 
FE level: Level 3 
 
Duration: 2 years 
 
Awarding / validation body: Edexcel/London Qualifications 
 
Course Content 
This is a broad-based Mechanical Engineering course consisting 
of eighteen units (Diploma, equivalent to 3 A levels). They have 
been designed to offer you a specialised programme of study 
and give you the opportunity to advance your skills and career 
opportunities within the area of engineering.  
The subjects covered include:  
Communications for technicians 
Computer-aided design (CAD)  
Engineering design 
Engineering drawing 
Health, safety and welfare 
Mathematics for technicians 
Science for technicians 
You will also study key skills at the appropriate level. 
Assessment will be by assignments, timed in-class assignments 
and practical assessments. 
 
Entry Requirements 
Applicants will meet one of the following entry requirements 
and attend a successful interview with satisfactory references 
providing information on behaviour, punctuality and 
attendance:  
• At least 4 GCSEs grade C or above including English, Maths 
and Science 
• Apprenticeship (NVQ Level 2)  
• BTEC Level 2 at Merit or above 
• NVQ Level 2 
 
Further Information may be obtained from Mr Williams 
hwilliams@sjc.ac  
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BTEC LEVEL 3 DIPLOMA IN FOOD SCIENCE AND NUTRITION  
 
What does the course involve?  
The WJEC, Level 3 Diploma in Food Science and Nutrition is a 
fantastic qualification, combining both high quality practical 
work with academic study. This course starts in September 
2013.  
 
Course aims to:  
This is an exciting, new course which explores food related 
issues and food production skills. You will learn how to 
interpret recipes so that you can plan how to prepare a 
menu. You will develop a range of advanced food production 
skills so that you can work with a range of commodities and 
present them to restaurant standard. You will learn the 
science behind food from nutritional value to how food 
needs to be stored, handled, prepared and cooked correctly 
to ensure its consumption does not affect people’s health. 
  
What qualifications do I need?  
 To access this course, normally students are required to 
have:  
• B Grade in either Catering, Hospitality, Food Technology or 
Home Economics (Food and Nutrition)  
• 5 GCSE passes at A*- C including Science and English 
Language  
• A commitment to participating fully in a wide range of 
classroom based practical activities.  
• A genuine interest in the subject  
 
Equipment  
Students will need basic stationery equipment plus 
appropriate clothing and footwear for practical activities. 
Any specialist equipment will be provided by the College.  
 
Assessment  
Learners will build up portfolios during each unit and will 
then carry out a controlled assessment which will be an 
independent learning task based on the research and 
learning activities they have carried out. The tasks are 
carried out in exam conditions and will be made up of both 
research and practical activities that the learner plans for 
themselves  
 
Future Prospects  
These include employment and career progression in the 
catering and hospitality industries, nutrition, dietetics, food 
studies, food technologist/development, laboratory work, 
nursing, and sports relate d courses. 
 
Further Information may be obtained from Mrs Musamadya 
bmusamadya@sjc.ac  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL COURSES ARE 
ACCESSED 
FOLLOWING AN 
INTERVIEW WITH 
HEAD OF SIXTH 
FORM OR HEAD 
OF YEAR 12. 
HEADS OF 
SUBJECT EMAILS 
ARE RELEASED TO 
SUCCESSFUL 
APPLICANTS AND 
PREPARATORY 
TASKS ARE SET. 
GOOD LUCK WITH 
YOUR CHOICES! 
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