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Introduction 
 
St Joseph’s College is a Catholic College and part of the worldwide De La Salle Brothers 
Community.  We continue the mission of St John Baptist De La Salle.  Every aspect of the 
College reflects our very special Catholic ethos and Lasallian way of life.  Worship at the 
College is about giving glory, honour, praise and thanks to God.  We try to offer an 
education in the practice of the faith in prayer and in action which puts God first.  The 
character of our Collective Worship is centred in our Mission Statement.  
 
We acknowledge the legal requirements that there must be a daily act of worship for all 
pupils which may take place at any time during the school day and could be a single act 
of worship for the whole school or separate acts of worship in small groups. 
 
Collective Worship should be inclusive, educational, spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
and reflect the religious and educational needs of all who share it, including: 
 

 Those who form part of the worshipping community in Church. 
 Those for whom school may be their first and only experience of Church. 
 Those from other Christian traditions or none. 
 Those from other faith backgrounds. 

 
Worship is more than a legal requirement and is central to the life of the school and our 
faith and traditions.  Worship can take many forms such as an educational activity, prayer, 
silent reflection or a guided service. 
 
The Aims of Collective Worship 
 

 To contemplate something of the mystery of God 
 To reflect on spiritual and moral issues 
 To explore their own beliefs 
 To respond to and celebrate life 
 To experience a sense of belonging and develop community spirit 
 To develop a common ethos and shared values 
 To enrich religious experience 
 To grow in liturgical understanding and development 
 To reinforce prayers which are part of the Catholic tradition 
 To reinforce positive attitudes 
 To participate fully 
 To take time out ‘to wonder at’, ‘to come to terms with’ and ‘to give worth to.’ 

 
Principles 
 

All Acts of Worship in this school will: 
 

 Give glory and honour to God; 
 Be a quality activity, fundamental to the life of the school and its Catholic and De 

La Salle Character; 
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 Develop in pupils skills that enable them to prepare, organise and lead worship 
rather than always participating or contributing in a token way; 

 Give pupils positive liturgical experiences, appropriate to their age, aptitude and 
family backgrounds in order to prepare them for the liturgical life of the Church. 

 
Guidelines 
 
At St Joseph’s College Collective Worship will be evident at the Headteacher’s assemblies, 
the Year Group assemblies, a short prayer at the start of every lesson and during tutor 
time.  Year Group Masses, services and other religious celebrations on the calendar also 
contribute to the experience. 
 
The College Chaplain and Heads of Year will be responsible for the Year Group assembly 
programme and the involvement of tutors and students in the delivery of the assemblies 
and the sharing of Collective Worship responsibilities. 
 
The College’s provision of worship will be monitored and evaluated each year to ensure 
it meets the aims of this policy.  We will monitor the consistency between practice and 
policy, staff development needs, involvement of students and impact on the life of the 
College. 


